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DAVID TREMAYNE

A freelance motorsport writer and former executive editor of Motoring News and Motor Sport, he is a veteran 
of 33 years of Grands Prix reportage and the author of more than 50 motorsport books. He attended his 
570th Grand Prix at Silverstone this year. He is a member of the F1 Paddock Hall of Fame and on the FIA 
Media Working Group. His writing, on both current and historic issues, is notable for its soul and passion, 
together with a deep understanding of the sport and an encyclopaedic knowledge of its history. David is also 
acknowledged as the world expert on the history of land and water speed record breaking, has a passion for 
Unlimited hydroplanes, and is the British representative on the FIA Land Speed Records Commission. A former 
rocket car pilot, he averaged 275 mph and peaked at 297 in the STAY GOLD jetcar before walking away from 
a 250 mph inversion while attacking the 301 mph UK land speed record in August 2017. He will make a fresh 
attempt in 2021.

JOE SAWARD

A professional motorsport writer for 38 years, the last 33 of them in Formula 1, he has not missed a Grand Prix 
since the Spanish GP in 1988.  A former Grand Prix Editor of Autosport, his wide-ranging travelling led to the 
best-selling “World Atlas of Motor Racing”. A freelance for the last 26 years, he was a pioneer in electronic media 
in F1, launching the award-winning JSBM e-newsletter in 1994. This was followed by www.grandprix.com, GP+, 
a blog known as Joe Blogs F1 and the Missed Apex Podcast. Joe also hosts Audience with Joe events for F1 
fans, in order to engage with fans. He is a member of the F1 Paddock Hall of Fame and a member of the FIA 
Media Working Group. Trained as an historian, Joe is also an acknowledged expert on the Special Operations 
Executive (SOE), his book “The Grand Prix Saboteurs” having won the Guild of Motoring Writers’  Author of the 
Year Award. He has also written  “The Man who Caught Crippen”, a non racing book, plus several volumes of 
"Fascinating F1 Facts". He is a Visiting Fellow of Cranfield University.
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and, with contacts all over the world, can supply photos from almost any motor race. In addition to current 
photography the Grand Prix Photo archive is one of the biggest in the world, Nygaard having acquired the work 
of a number of F1 photographers, notably Italian photo-journalist Giancarlo Cevenini and France’s Dominique 
Leroy, plus a portion of Nigel Snowdon’s collection. Grand Prix Photo has 25,000 photographs on its website 
and millions more in its offices, which are decorated with a Tyrrell 021, which Peter acquired from Ken Tyrrell. 
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It is a very rare thing when you speak of somebody without an enemy in F1, 
yet Stefano Domenicali fits that description as perfectly as he does his upcoming 
new role as F1 president and CEO. Were you able to enter the paddock a mere 
journalist rather than as an employee of paying Sky TV (time for a reference to the 
Monopolies Commission?), you would not be able to find a soul who didn’t think 
that was a Tremendous Idea.

We certainly do.

Born in Imola, the now 55 year-old initially dreamed of becoming a pilot but 
went to work at the Scuderia upon leaving university in 1991. He handled the 
acrimonious fall-out of Spygate in 2007 so adroitly that Ferrari once more became 
a respected team, and stayed in control there until 2014. Then he went to Audi 
for 18 months before heading over to Lamborghini. He blossomed further, and if 
the three-years-out-of-F1 regulation that dictates who can head FOM rules out 
Toto Wolff, we can think of nobody else who better suits the role.

Stefano is amiable, urbane, honest, open and clear-minded, and he knows the 
sport inside out.

Forza Domenicali!

We are also pleased to see that Chase Carey will be staying, taking on the role of 
non-executive chairman of F1. He came to the sport with zero experience of it, 
yet did a terrific job of massaging through the budget cap and the new Concorde 
Agreement, and, even more difficult, rescuing the 2020 FIA Formula 1 World 
Championship from the devastation of the Covid-19 pandemic and maintaining 
an enviable record of protection for its participants.           v

WHAT WE THINK
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ON THE GRID by Joe Saward

I sit here in the Media Centre in Sochi 
and my few colleagues who are present 
- there are only eight internationals 
and two Russians this weekend, are 
busy crafting stories about remarks 
from Lewis Hamilton after the Russian 
Grand Prix which seem to suggest 
that he feels he is being targeted for 
punishments for things that don’t 
deserve punishing.

I am sure that while he might be 
frustrated about not equalling Michael 
Schumacher’s all-time record of 91 
Grand Prix victories, but perhaps 
when he cools down he will think 
a little differently. And I will explain 
why it would be wise to reflect on 
what he said. Lewis may believe that 
the federaion is doing everything in 
their power to try to trip him up as 
he tries to win his seventh Formula 1 
World Championship, but there is no 
logic at all in such an argument. The 

FIA has spent years trying to build 
up confidence in the stewarding by 
explaining how it works and why it is 
as it is.

A few years ago I was invited to attend 
the annual FIA International Stewards 
Programme, which was held during 
the off-season in Geneva. It is attended 
by around 200 people who are either 
already stewards or who want to be.

The year after I went Max Verstappen 
was ordered to attend one of these 
events as his punishment for pushing 
Esteban Ocon around during the 
Brazilian Grand Prix. He was also 
required to attend the Formula E race 
in Marrakesh that year - to observe 
stewards in action.

In Geneva he joined a competitors’ 
panel discussing stewarding and also 
took part in a series of interactive case 
studies. In Marrakesh he spent a day 
watching how it all happens.

THE RULES OF THE GAME
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 “It’s interesting to see it from the other 
side,” he said at the time. “Normally 
you can’t spend an entire day with the 
stewards! Everybody does their own 
job during the weekend, and it’s good 
to really see what it takes to make these 
important decisions – sometimes a 
decision might not be nice for a certain 
person but it has to be taken and you 
have to follow the rules. I think it’s 
good to experience different things in 
racing rather than just sitting in the car 
– to be here and do this kind of work 
has been a constructive thing for me.”

Verstappen’s experience taught him 
that while he is required to follow 
rules, so too are the stewards.

“I think they do realise what’s 
happening,” he said. “But sometimes 
they can’t give another penalty because 
it’s written in the rulebook exactly like 
that. They have to give this penalty.
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“Sometimes they don’t want to, but 
they have to.”

The incident in Sochi has plenty of 
paperwork to wade through if one 
wants to discover what happened.

The 10-second penalty he was given 
as actually two five-second penalties 
based on the fact that Lewis did the 
same thing twice. This was because 
he breached the Race Directors’ Event 
Notes (Version 3) which were specific 
to the Russian GP. They differ from race 
to race because of the different track 
layouts involved.

Why would there be three versions, 
you might ask? Well, because in the 
course of a Grand Prix weekend the 
Race Director picks up things that he 
feels need to be either modified or 
clarified.

Version 3 of the notes was published 
and sent to the teams on Saturday 
morning in Sochi. Item 19.1 related to 
Practice starts, but was not changed 
from Version 2.

It specifies that “Practice starts may 
only be carried out on the right-hand 
side after the pit exit lights and, for the 
avoidance of doubt, this includes any 
time the pit exit is open for the race. 
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Drivers must leave adequate room on 
their left for another driver to pass”.

Lewis Hamilton did not do this and 
Race Director Michael Masi spotted 
what had happened and reported it 
to the Stewards - which is one the 

different jobs that he does during a 
race weekend.

The Stewards then looked at video 
evidence of the practice starts and 
reported that “the driver performed 
the practice start near the end, but 

directly in the pit exit.” This was in 
breach of the Notes and therefore in 
breach of the International Sporting 
Code which instructs Steward to give 
penalties for “failure to follow the 
instructions of the relevant officials 
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for the safe and orderly conduct of the 
event”. 

Some of the penalties are prescribed 
in the rules, some come with 
recommendations – the aim being 
– ironically – to ensure that the 
stewarding is consistent. The biggest 
criticism that the FIA gets about its 
stewards’ decisions is that they lack 
of consistency in the decision-making. 
And so they have tried to improve 
it. The stewards are not given much 
leeway to be more generous, as indeed 
they might be if left to their own 
devices.

Thus they were obliged to impose 
a five-second time penalty and one 
penalty point and as Lewis did the 
same thing twice, he got two penalties 
and two penalty points. Later, the team 
defended Lewis, admitting it was their 
mistake and were given a fine and the 
penalty points were removed.

A sensible decision.

The reason that these Event Notes exist 
is that so the teams read them. If they 
do not, then they leave themselves 
open to trouble. Drivers are not 
famous for reading rule books which is 

why teams employ people who know 
the rules inside and out.

Clearly in this case the instruction was 
either not read by Hamilton or not 
communicated sufficiently well to him 
and what was obviously an innocent 
error brought consequences that might 
seem overly harsh.

But the truth of the matter is that the 
stewards were simply following their 
rules, and Hamilton was not following 
his…

This may not stop all the exciting news 
stories about how the FIA is out to get 
Lewis and Mercedes, but if one follows 
the paper trail, it is all very clear…

And if he needs any help, Lewis can 
always ask Max. He’s a bit of an 
expert...                 v
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The smallest press corps yet. Only 10 F1 journalists made it to Sochi
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Hospitality units don’t get much use these days
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An upside-down house in Sochi - and helper
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Bubble behaviour. Mercedes photographer
Steve Etherington says hello



DOMENICALI BECOMES F1 CEO by Joe Saward

A POPULAR ANNOUNCEMENT
Former Ferrari team principal and the CEO of the Lamborghini sports car company, Stefano Domenicali has all the right 
qualifications to replace Chase Carey as the CEO of Formula 1. If he has any enemies, they were very well hidden...

20

The news that Chase Carey is to take 
a step back from his role as CEO and 
chairman of Formula 1 comes as no 
great surprise as Carey has been telling 
F1 team bosses for some time that 
once the new Concorde Agreement 
was completed he would be keen to 
spend more time at home in the United 
States and less time rushing around 
the world. At 66 he has reached the 
traditional age of retirement, although 
these days some executives tend to go 
on longer.

The search for a replacement for Carey 
has been going on quietly for some time 
with Liberty Media CEO Greg Maffei 
trying to decide who would be best 
for the job. Late last year Maffei was 
keen on Mercedes F1 boss Toto Wolff 
taking on the role, with the Austrian 
believed to have made a couple of trips 
to Liberty headquarters in Colorado to 
discuss the idea. However, there has 
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long been a clause in the commercial 
agreements that allowed Ferrari to 
block appointments if the person 
involved has been a senior executive or 
a shareholder in an F1 team for three 
years prior to the appointment.

“I think that anybody who’s really 
been an active and important player 
in a certain team within the last years, 
to take on the responsibility at F1 
would automatically create conflicts 
of interest, perceived or otherwise,” 
Ferrari CEO Louis Camilleri explained. 
“So I personally think it would not be a 
good thing as to who should ultimately 
run F1.

“I think Chase (Carey) has done a pretty 
good job. He’s come out from a world 
that’s really entertainment. He had no 
background in Formula 1. Because it’s 
a public company, I think you need a 
CEO who has experience in essentially 
the entertainment business.
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“Ultimately it will be Greg Maffei who 
will decide who the eventual successor 
to Chase will be. But our position is that 
if Mattia (Binotto) was the candidate to 
replace Chase Carey I think the rest of 
the paddock would not be too happy 
with it. It’s just logical.”

With Wolff unable to take the role, 
Liberty then looked elsewhere. The 
word is that the job was first offered 
to Sky TV’s Stephen van Rooyen, 
but he decided against the move 
and so Maffei approached Stefano 
Domenicali, who is recent years has 
been the chairman and chief executive 
officer of Automobili Lamborghini. The 
celebrated Italian marque belongs to 
Volkswagen AG but it is in the process 
of realigning its brand portfolio against 
the backdrop of a post-pandemic 
economic crisis and there has been 
speculation for almost a year now that 
VW is looking for a buyer for  or (before 
the pandemic) considering an IPO. 
Under Domenicali the brand has done 
remarkably well with sales last year up  
by 43 percent compared to 2018 from 
5,750 to 8,205, largely as a result of the 
launch of the Urus SUV.

Volkswagen AG boss Herbert Diess, 
who took office in April 2018, is keen 
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to expand the group’s biggest brands 
- VW, Audi, and Porsche - and get rid 
of the firm’s motorcycles, trucks, and 
supercars.

Given the rumours, Domenicali has 
no reason to stay where he is and has 
always been passionate about racing. 
He is believed to have wanted to 
take Lamborghini back to F1 but the 
financials did not work out.

“I think everybody knows that there 
were some initial discussions with 
Greg, and it never went anywhere – 
but we get on well,” said Toto Wolff. “I 
respect Greg Maffei a lot for what he 
has achieved. But I love where I am and 
I found out that I love the stopwatch, so 
much, the competition and the racing, 
that where I am today, co-owner of the 
team with Mercedes, I have to pinch 
myself every single day.

“And in the end it wouldn’t have gone 
anywhere anyway because Ferrari 
wouldn’t have accepted that. I know 
that. But that’s OK.

“At the end maybe I would’ve made a 
different decision, because you’ve got 
to have the best guy to run the sport.

“I think they have the best guy. Stefano 
is just the real deal. We’ve had a very 

good relationship, simply because of 
his personality – you just have to get on 
with him. I think Stefano is foremost a 
man with a great personality, integrity, 
and knowledge of the sport. He’s been 
a sporting director, a team principal, 
he has gone through difficult time and 
successful times. He has been involved 
in the Audi Formula 1 project for a while 

and at the end was the guy who led 
Lamborghini to tremendous financial 
performances and also honestly the 
cars are great. I think he’s a very very 
good choice for the role.

“He’s a purist, but equally understands 
that you need to keep your spectators 
and your audiences interested. So I 
think that balance is really complicated 

to have right. But I think he will get that 
right.”

It is a view that is widely held in the 
industry. Renault’s Cyril Abiteboul 
echoed Wolff’s praise.

“Stefano obviously has plenty to offer 
in such a position,” he said. “He’s got a 
very good knowledge of the sport itself. 
He’s got a good knowledge of how the 
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sport can support a manufacturer. 
Lamborghini obviously not being in F1 
but he also knows probably why they 
are not in Formula 1. So, I guess he has 
a different, interesting perspective to 
offer in relation to that.

“What we need, I guess, is a very strong 
management as always. Without being 
too pessimistic about the direction that 
things are taking, there is a number of 
topics on the agenda of anyone coming 
into this position so we need someone 
very strong and someone committed, 
who knows the sport but also with a 
strong group of people around him.”

Red Bull Racing boss Christian Horner 
is also happy with the news.

“I think Stefano’s a great guy. We raced 
head-to-head against him for the 2010 
and 2012 championships,” he says. “He 
always had an awful lot of integrity, 
he was a gentleman and I think he 
will be an asset for the sport, he will 
be an asset for Liberty. He’s got that 
understanding and I think that as the 
sport evolves, he will bring a lot to it so 
I’ve got no complaints from our side .”

McLaren’s Zak Brown has also voiced 
his support.
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“Stefano is the right person to lead the 
sport into its new era. He has a rounded 
view and broad experience that equips 
him to build on the strong foundations 
Chase and his team have laid for the 
sport’s continued development and 
growth. I look forward to working with 
him.”

It is no great surprise that Ferrari also 
supports the appointment.

“This is an important day for our 
sport, “ said Mattia Binotto. “We are 
very pleased that Chase’s role will be 
entrusted to Stefano as from January 1. 
His talents as a manager and especially 
his knowledge of the sport, combined 
with his experience and personal 
qualities, make him the ideal choice to 
carry on Chase’s reforms.

“Personally, it will be a pleasure for me 
to work with a good friend, as we came 
through the ranks at Ferrari together. 
I look forward to working along with 
all the other stakeholders in this sport 
and with him to make Formula 1 even 
stronger and more spectacular.”

Lewis Hamilton joined in the support 
for the appointment.

“I know Stefano really well and he’s 
one of the nicest guys that I know,” 



24

Lewis said. “I don’t think they could 
have really chosen someone better to 
be honest, to replace some big shoes 
with Chase, who’s done an amazing 
job, and who’s always had such a great 
approach. Stefano’s got a great heart, 
good family and good morals, so the 
future’s positive.”

There has been much praise too, quite 
rightly, for Chase Carey and what he 
has managed to achieve in recent years 
in Formula 1. He will stay on as the 
non-executive chairman of Formula 1, 
supporting Domenicali.

“On behalf of Ferrari, I would first 
like to thank Chase Carey,” Binotto 
said. “There have been many positive 
changes made to the sport under his 
leadership, in particular the promoter’s 
relationship with the teams. Very 
important decisions have been taken 
concerning the future of F1, such as 
the new Concorde Agreement and the 
creation of an operational structure 
that will help the sport grow in terms 
of its audience and its appeal to the 
younger generations. And let’s not 
forget that F1 has managed to put 
on a World Championship this year 
under very difficult circumstances. We 
very much appreciate the fact that 

continuity is assured as Chase stays on 
as the non-executive chairman.”

The FIA President Jean Todt says that: 
“Chase Carey has done a great job for 
F1 since 2017.”

Maffei (right) was also full of praise for 
Carey.

“Chase has done a phenomenal job 
leading F1,” he said. “He assembled 
a first-class commercial and sporting 
organization that has a long list of 
achievements, including broadening 
the appeal of the sport, growing its 
digital presence, establishing new 
technical regulations, securing a cost 
cap for the first time and reaching 
a new more equitable Concorde 
agreement with the teams. His actions 
have reinforced F1 as the pinnacle of 
motorsport. As always, he has been a 
great partner and I look forward to his 
continued counsel in his new role as 
non-executive chairman.”

Carey himself says that it has been an 
honour to lead the F1 group.

“I’m proud of the team that’s not 
only navigated through an immensely 
challenging 2020 but returned with 
added purpose and determination in 
the areas of sustainability, diversity 
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and inclusion,” he said. “I’m confident 
that we’ve built the strong foundation 
for the business to grow over the 
long term. It’s been an adventure 
and I’ve enjoyed working with the 
teams, the FIA and all of our partners. 
I look forward to staying involved and 
supporting Stefano as he takes the 
wheel.”

As for Domenicali, his links with Ferrari 
are obviously key. He joined the firm in 
1991 and held a string of different jobs 
before becoming the team principal 
in F1 in 2008. He stayed for six years 
and while Ferrari did not win the title 
in that period it competed strongly and  
Stefano only moved on because he felt 
that he could do no better and decided 
to hand over the role to someone else. 
Those who have followed have not 
been very successful.

In 2014 Stefano joined Audi AG as vice 
president of New Business Initiatives, 
his role being to assess whether Audi 
should enter F1. It looked like it was 
going to happen but then the  company 
was engulfed by the emissions scandal 
in the autumn of 2015. 

Domenicali was appointed CEO of 
Lamborghini in March 2016.
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“I am thrilled to join the F1 organization, 
a sport that has always been part of my 
life,” he said. “I was born in Imola and 
live in Monza. I’ve remained connected 
to the sport through my work with the 
Single Seater Commission at the FIA 
and I look forward to connecting with 
the teams, promoters, sponsors and 
many partners in F1 as we continue 
to drive the business ahead. The past 
six years at Audi and then leading 
Lamborghini have given me broader 
perspective and experience that I will 
bring to Formula 1.”

It will be fascinating to see how 
Domenicali does in the role, but in 
Russia the general feeling in F1 was 
that Liberty Media could not have 
made a better choice.               v



RAIKKONEN MATCHES RUBENS by Joe Saward

THE OTHER RECORDMAN
Kimi Raikkonen started his 322nd Grand Prix in Russia, equalling the all-time record set by Rubens Barrichello back in 2011. It 
was a record that the Brazilian took in Turkey in 2008, when he passed Riccardo Patrese’s long-standing total of 257 Formula 
1 race starts, established in 1993.

Amid all the hullabaloo surrounding 
Lewis Hamilton approaching Michael 
Schumacher’s record of 91 Grand 
Prix victories, the Russian Grand Prix 
also saw another record fall as Kimi 
Raikkonen took part in his 322nd race.

Raikkonen, who will be 41 next month, 
started his F1 career way back in 2001 
when Peter Sauber took a risk on the 
virtually unknown 21-year-old Finn, 
who had competed in only 23 car 
races when he made his F1 debut. 
It was a decision that would be very 
significant for Sauber because his 
primary supporter at the time – and 
the majority shareholder in his team 
– was Dietrich Mateschitz of Red Bull. 
He didn’t want Kimi, and believed that 
the Brazilian Enrique Bernoldi as the 
next big thing. Sauber refused to agree 
and, as a result, Mateschitz decided 
that their alliance should end. He sold 
his Sauber shares to Credit Suisse and 
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began planning to start his own F1 
team.

The truth is that Sauber was right. 
Raikkonen was a bit special. He scored 
a point for sixth place on his debut in 
Albert Park in 2001 and by the end of 
that season McLaren had swooped and 
signed him for 2002. In 2003 he won 
his first Grands Prix victory and with no 
fewer than seven second places was 
runner-up in the World Championship 
to Michael Schumacher. He re-peated 
this achievement in 2005 behind 
Fernando Alonso.

Kimi joined Ferrari in 2007 and won 
the World Championship at his first 
attempt in a red car. He was the last 
Ferrari World Champion. During his 
career he has collected 103 podiums 
and 21 race victories but he has never 
been enamoured by the publicity side 
and the politics of the business. He likes 
the simple pleasures of competition 



and gets a lot of enjoyment out of his 
Rockstar Energy Husqvarna IceOne 
team which competes in the FIM 
Motocross World Championship. 
Kimi left F1 in 2010 and 2011 in order 
to follow his ambition to become a 
professional rally driver. He competed 
in the World Rally Championship, but 
it was hard going and his best result 
was fifth, which was still impressive 
for a newcomer against the best in the 
world.

The public persona of “The Iceman” 
appeals to the fans, but he is not as 
taciturn as he appears to be when he 
is away from the F1 world – or so they 
say. The reality is that he just doesn’t 
like the hassle you get from being 
famous and has developed ways to 
avoid it. You can stand next to him in a 
queue in an airport and you wouldn’t 
notice him. But after 20 years in the 
spotlight that is to be expected.

Kimi says that he really doesn’t care 
about records - and you believe him.

“I’ve never chased any number,” he 
says. “I don’t care if it’s 20 or 20,000. It 
doesn’t make a difference.”

He is only in Formula 1 because he likes 
driving F1 cars and wants to keep doing 
it. 

“And when I don’t feel it anymore, then 
I stop,” he says.

It is the same with age. It is just a 
number.

“I think as long as you feel you are 
capable of doing what you expect to 
from yourself, it is just a number.”

In recent weeks Kimi has been getting 
headlines again. In Spa he beat both 
factory Ferrari drivers to be the highest-
placed Ferrari-engined finisher, albeit 
in 12th place. And then in Mugello 
he scored his first points of the year 
with ninth place. He has been ahead 
of his Alfa Romeo team-mate Antonio 
Giovinazzi in recent weeks.

Raikkonen’s Alfa Romeo contract 
comes to an end this year but he says 
that is not something he is worrying 
about at the moment.

“The bigger picture is much more 
important for me,” he says. “First 
of all comes the family, the kids are 
getting bigger, this year I’ve been able 
to be more home, which is great and I 
think that’s what makes me decide to 
continue racing or not. There’s going to 
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be a point when I’ll want to be home 
and do other things - but not yet.”

It may be that Alfa Romeo will move 
quickly, although it is a buyer’s market 
when it comes to drivers. Ferrari is very 
keen to see Mick Schumacher in F1 and 
he is currently leading the Formula 2 
championship. He has been consistent 
but others have won more – and there 
is no guarantee that Mick will win the 
title. Signing him now would make 
sense because things could get really 
complicated if he is beaten to the title 
by one of the other Ferrari Academy 
drivers: both Callum Ilott and Robert 
Shwartzman are in the running for the 
title.

“And if the Alfa Romeo team takes on 
a rookie – which is almost certain to 
happen, one way or another, it makes 
sense to have an experienced driver 
alongside to help the new boy find his 
feet. Kimi is in the right place to do 
that.

So it looks like Raikkonen could be with 
us for yet another year – at least.

If he wants to be…               v      
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FERNANDO VISITS RENAULT FACTORIES by David Tremayne

ALREADY WORKING ON 2021
Fernando Alonso made an emotional trip back to Renault’s Enstone and Viry-Chatillon factories last week

Last Thursday Fernando Alonso 
returned to the venue from which he 
launched his successful 2005 and 2006 
World Championship campaigns, as he 
and Renault resumed their relationship 
ahead of his 2021 season alongside 
Esteban Ocon.

The Spaniard then headed to see Viry-
Chatillon for the first time in 10 years.

He started with the team as a 21-year-
old in 2002, following his rookie year 
with Minardi in 2001, and secured his 
first-ever win in Hungary in 2003. Both 
his drivers’ titles were sealed with 
Renault in the middle of that decade, 
and after leaving for his ill-starred year 
with McLaren and Lewis Hamilton in 
2007, he returned in 2008 and 2009.

Now 39 years old, a Le Mans winner 
and an Indianapolis 500 contender, 
he has given up for the time being the 
aim of the triple Crown and is instead 
squarely looking forward. The visit this 
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week was to get ahead of the game for 
2021. Over the two-day trek to Enstone 
Fernando completed a full day in the 
on-site driver-in-the-loop simulator, a 
seat fit and had engineering meetings 
with Renault’s technical management. 
He also visited the wind tunnel to 
monitor aero progress for next year. 
He then flew to Paris to catch up with 
Renault engine technicians at Viry as 
he visited the dynos and engine build 
workshops at the French site.

“Being back at Enstone was a very good 
experience, they were very emotional 
days,” he admitted Fernando. “A lot 
of things have changed; the simulator 
is new, the wind tunnel has been 
updated, but a few things are the 
same: there are the same offices, the 
gym that I used to visit a lot…

“It was a like a first day at school, with 
lots of things to learn and get through, 
but it was very productive. I’ve followed 
a programme in the simulator, getting 
used to the car a little, testing the 
facilities – last time I was here the 
simulator didn’t exist! Then I had a 
seat fit and meetings with key people 
to understand the programme for next 
year. It was really just getting up to 
speed.
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“I think the team is in good shape 
for the future. The last few races 
were encouraging for everyone, for 
myself too. To see Renault back in a 
competitive manner is a good thing for 
the sport and I’ve been delighted to 
see the improvements. We’ve still got a 
long way to go and the midfield is very 
tight but I think the guys have done an 
amazing job trackside. The last couple 
of races were very exciting to watch 
and I am looking forward to being 
back in the mix. I’ll now follow what 
the team needs from my side – some 
sim days, helping some weekends 
and being available for the team for 
anything they need.”

Team principal Cyril Abiteboul said, 
“It’s been great to see Fernando back 
at the team in person. He’s hugely 
motivated to have the best start 
possible. He wants to be very involved 
in the preparations. Spending three 
days at Enstone and Viry gave both 
sides the opportunity to restart those 
links and set the foundations at a very 
early stage, which will be critical to hit 
the ground running in 2021, a key year 
in our progress as a team.”

Later, Cyril added: “I can tell you that 
he was really impressed by all the 

30



31

changes in Viry, all the new people, the 
energy, the drive, the determination 
that there is in developing a new PU 
for what is now 2022. It was supposed 
to be ’21 but it’s shifting back a year. 
Obviously I’m biased when I say that 
but it’s something that is extremely 
important to us, to see Fernando and 
to see his pride and the excitement 
in his eyes. He’s also been a witness 
to all the changes in Enstone – but a 
nice building is not again a statement 
of what’s coming. So, we just need to 
work very hard to make sure he has 
a car that he wants and also that he 
deserves.”

This weekend there have been strong 
rumours that Ferdy will reappear in a 
Renault cockpit sooner than 2021, and 
Abiteboul confirmed that the man from 
Oviedo is definitely keen on getting 
back behind the steering wheel.

“We are building the programme. 
There are a couple of opportunities 
within, obviously, the restriction of 
the sporting regulations. Things like 
filming days that we’ve not done so far, 
there is a post-season test, so we’ll see 
where we get there. We also have a 
two-years old car programme that we 
can run pretty much anywhere and he 
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will probably do a bit of that also. So, 
you’ll see him in action. I can’t say here 
where and when exactly yet.”

Besides the 2018 car, there is a 
possibility that he could participate 
in a Friday morning session or two. 
Whether he would take over on-form 
Daniel Ricciardo’s car then or struggling 
Esteban Ocon’s, remains to be seen.  v     



F1 ROLLING RESTARTS  by David Tremayne

SO WHAT DO WE DO AFTER THE MUGELLO CARNAGE?
After the carambolage at the first restart of the recent GP of Tuscany, several people were getting their fireproof 
underwear in a twist
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When race Valtteri Bottas kept everyone 
bottled up behind him before stepping 
on the loud pedal at Mugello recently 
the inevitable bunching caught out 
several drivers in the midfield and led 
to a four-car accident which brought 
out the red flag.

Yet the Finn was doing exactly what he 
was entitled to do.

Afterwards, there was plenty of 
outspoken comment, especially as 
a few years ago F1 used a different 
restart procedure when drivers were 
allowed to overtake from the Safety Car 
line onwards. The one currently used is 
different as drivers have to wait longer 
before they can overtake. Many drivers 
saw that as the reason for the incident 
which took out Antonio Giovinazzi’s 
Alfa Romeo, Kevin Magnussen’s Haas, 
Carlos Sainz’s McLaren and Nicholas 
Latifi’s Williams when the concertina 
effect saw some drivers getting on 
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the gas sooner than they should have 
and then being unable to brake hard 
enough in time to avoid collisions.

“The first race start was absolutely 
perfect and the restart I managed 
to keep my position and felt like the 
pace was good,” Valtteri said. “We’re 
allowed to race from the control line, 
which has been there for a while, I 
think. Just the difference this year has 
been the Safety Car, they are putting 
the lights off quite late, so you can 
only build the gap pretty late on. So, 
of course when you’re in the lead you 
try to maximise your chances and I’m 
not at all to blame for that. Everyone 
can look at everything they want for 
it. I was doing consistent speed until 
I went. Yes, I went late but we start 
racing from the control line, not before 
that.

“So the guys behind who crashed 
because of that, they can look in the 
mirror. There’s no point whining about 
it. It’s just… the FIA or FOM, I don’t 
know who’s deciding what’s happening 
with the Safety Cars, but they’re trying 
to make the show better by turning 
the lights off later, so we can’t build a 
gap early and then go like the corner 
before the race start. They are on the 

main straight, so maybe it’s time to 
think if that’s right and safe to do so.”

Lewis Hamilton agreed. “Firstly, it’s 
absolutely not Valtteri’s fault at all. 
It’s the decision-makers. I don’t know 
who. They’re obviously trying to make 
it more exciting but ultimately today 
you’ve seen they’ve put people at 

risk. So, perhaps they need to rethink 
that. They have been switching off 
the Safety Car lights later and later 
and later and we’re out there fighting 
for a position. Especially when you 
earn a position like Valtteri earned 
the position of being in the lead, and 
then obviously they are trying to make 

it more exciting. But today was a little 
bit over the limit, perhaps. But he did 
exactly what anyone would do.”

Final podium finisher Alex Albon 
thought the same.

“I think when you put the control lines 
so far in front and then also leave 



the lights so late, it’s pretty obvious 
where Valtteri’s going to take off. He’s 
going to take off as late as he can and 
I imagine the midfield know when 
Valtteri’s going to go and they are also 
trying to get a slingshot, and then 
when Valtteri doesn’t go when they 
think he’s going to go, that’s when the 
concertina happens. It’s dangerous but 
it’s predictable as well in that sense 
because the closer you leave it or the 
less time you leave, let Valtteri decide 
when to take off and the more obvious 
it is that the shorter is the time he has 
to go. So it’s quite easy to read.

“I don’t know if you saw but the top 
five were all almost doing a double 
formation start because we were all just 
waiting for the take-off. It’s dangerous. 
I think tracks like this are always going 
to be difficult as well, with their long 
straights, but definitely something 
could have been done better.”

Interestingly, Sebastian Vettel was 
critical of Valtteri.

“It is simply unnecessary,” he said of 
what he perceived to be the Finn’s 
actions. “As the leader, you have to 
be aware of such things. If you want 
to wait, you should wait a long time 
and then step on the gas, but don’t 
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stop and go. It’s dangerous if you keep 
getting off the gas at the front. Five, 
10 vehicles behind you are then most 
likely to have an accident. Fortunately, 
all of them were uninjured.”

If Valtteri really had been accelerating 
and slowing in a dangerous manner, he 
surely would have joined the 12 drivers 
whom the stewards summoned after 
the race (see below).

GPDA rep Romain Grosjean called the 
carnage the worst he had ever seen – 
maybe he had his eyes closed when he 
was flying over everyone else on the 
run to La Source in the 2012 Belgian GP 
– and Valtteri thought that Mercedes 
had opened up the discussion again 
on the morning of the race because it 
was deemed to be a significant risk at 
Mugello, but were allegedly told it was 
being done because it was deemed to 
be better for the show. But might it be 
said that F1 runs the risk of venturing 
into dangerous territory and perhaps 
compromising safety for the benefit of 
the show?

“I don’t know,” Lewis thought. “I need 
to think about it and I don’t want to 
overstep the mark. I know the fans were 
excited with the last race [at Monza], 
with the restart and everything, so it 

seemed that if there’s a piece of paper 
on the track they [the race organisers] 
are going to put the red flag out and 
do a restart. I can understand why, and 
that is exciting. Ultimately, these races 
can get boring when everyone streams 
out and there’s such big gaps between 
everyone, so this does bring it back it 
in. They do it in NASCAR, they put out 
the yellow flag all the time and the 
Safety Cars, to keep the race exciting. 
But they definitely need to take into 
account the safety aspect because 
today wasn’t particularly safe with the 
restart. I could almost see that coming. 
I’m sure they will learn from it and we 
will move on together.”

Valtteri said he agreed “absolutely” 
with his team-mate.

Haas team principal Guenther Steiner 
espoused an idea, when suggesting 
that the matter should be raised when 
F1’s Sporting Working Group next 
meets. discussed at the next meeting 
of F1’s Sporting Working Group.

“The restart line was far down the 
straight at Mugello - and some people 
obviously took a chance and tried 
to have a run at it,” he said. “I don’t 
think anybody did anything wrong, I 
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fully agree with that one, it was just 
circumstances.

“Going forward, to avoid these things, 
I think we need to look at where to 
put the restart line and maybe also 
think about a restart zone. I’m not 
an expert in these things, but other 
series like NASCAR do it like that to 
avoid these things happening. I think 
it’s worthwhile to look into it, but I’m 
sure it’ll come up on the agenda of the 
Sporting Working Group.”

Kevin Magnussen said that he expects 
a repeat unless something is done. “I 
think the crash happened because 
some drivers in front of me tried to 
make a slingshot to gain momentum 
at the restart, crossing the line. They 
opened the gap and accelerated 
and then realised they had to brake 
again, which then kicked off the chain 
reaction down the field. It eventually 
led to some people not being able to 
react. That’s really what happened. 
The solution has to be a change to the 
restart procedure otherwise I think it 
will happen again.”

“There’s not much I can say about 
the crash except that it was a very 
dangerous situation,” Antonio 
Giovinazzi said. “Everyone around 
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me was already up at full speed, but 
suddenly there was [Kevin] Magnussen 
almost stopped in the middle of the 
track. [Nicholas] Latifi avoided him but 
I just didn’t have the time – I tried to, 
but clipped his rear left. Thankfully, 
nobody got injured but it was a very 
dangerous crash. With such a long 
straight, this was always going to be an 
issue and we have to think on how to 
avoid this situation happening again in 
the future.”

A shaken Carlos Sainz said: “First of all 
I’m glad everyone is okay after such a 
dangerous accident. That’s the main 
thing. We really need to look into 
what happened and figure out what 
triggered the whole situation to make 
sure it never happens again. It’s not 
the first time these restarts have got 
dangerous when you’re at the mid-to-
back of the field, and something needs 
to be done.”

“For the restarts at this track, we knew 
that the leader was going to go as late 
as possible because of how far forward 
the line is along, with the slipstream 
effect,” Nicholas Latifi said. “When you 
are in the middle to the back of the 
pack, the concertina effect is always 
much more exaggerated especially as 

these cars are so fast. I almost hit Kevin 
in the apex of the last corner when 
everyone braked again, and then again 
it seemed that everyone went, and you 
are just reacting to the cars around you. 
The cars ahead then braked once more 
and there was nothing that I could do 
to avoid it. It is unfortunate because 
we avoided the chaos at the start and 
picked up quite a few positions. I was 

excited to see how the race was going 
to unfold, but that is racing sometimes.”

After the race, stewards Garry 
Connelly, Mika Salo, Loic Bacquelaine 
and Matteo Perini called in the four 
drivers involved in the crash plus Daniil 
Kvyat, Alex Albon, Lance Stroll, Daniel 
Ricciardo, Sergio Perez, Lando Norris, 
Esteban Ocon and George Russell. 

Each was issued with a warning for 
breaching Article 39.13 of the FIA 
Formula One Sporting Regulations via 
inconsistent application of throttle and 
brakes, but stressed that no one driver 
was wholly or predominantly to blame.

The GPDA subsequently wrote a letter 
to race director Michael Masi asking for 
discussion on ways to improve safety 
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during rolling restarts, and the matter 
was discussed in the drivers’ briefing 
and then a GPDA meeting in Sochi on 
Friday.

He rejected the idea that the current 
system is dangerous, or the idea that 
the FIA was deliberately seeking to 
improve the show to the detriment of 
safety.

“Absolutely not. From an FIA 
perspective, safety is paramount. Full 
stop. End of story,” he said trenchantly.

“In my capacity as race director and 
safety delegate that’s point blank 
where my role is, as sporting integrity 
and safety. And anyone who says 
otherwise is quite offensive, personally.

“They can criticise all they want, if we 
have a look at a distance perspective 
from where the lights were extinguished 
to the control line, it’s probably not 
dissimilar, if not longer, than a number 
of other venues. The Safety Car lights 
go out where they do, the Safety Car 
goes into the pit lane. We have the 20 
best drivers in the world, and as we 
saw earlier in the Formula 3 race those 
drivers in the junior category had a 
very, very similar restart to what was 

occurring in the F1 race and navigated 
it quite well, without incident.

“I don’t think there’s any need to 
review the Safety Car restart rule. At 
the end of the day, the key part is the 
drivers were all advised very clearly at 
the drivers’ meeting on Friday night, 
that there were two key parts to 
remind them: one was to ensure they 
don’t overtake the Safety Car before 
the Safety Car line at pit entry. The 
second part, which is unusual for this 
circuit, is the control line where they 
can overtake is located close to the pit 
lane exit.

“It’s not a surprise, and we’ve seen 
similar matters in Baku with such a 
long run to the control line, where the 
leader – who has every right to dictate 
the pace – has kept it quite slow to try 
and avoid a slipstream from the cars 
behind.”

Considering the possibility of a restart 
zone, he didn’t rule it out completely. 
“I don’t think so,” he said. “But never 
say never to anything.”

Despite all the controversy, it was clear 
that the drivers loved Mugello and 
want it to be a rotational race, if such 

a thing is adopted as part of any new 
race calendars.

“I personally love it,” Lewis said. “I 
don’t know how it was for the racing 
but it was one of the toughest tracks 
to drive, I think being that it’s medium- 
and high-speed, but it’s a fantastic 
circuit and I don’t think it was too 
dangerous. I think it’s more old-school 
with the run-off areas and the gravel 
so I hope they don’t change that and I 
would love to come back.”

“Yeah,” Valtteri agreed. “I think it’s 
great, I think it should be in the 
calendar every year. It’s definitely 
gone really high up in my list, so it’s 
not too dangerous. Well, motorsport is 
dangerous, that’s how it goes but it’s 
an old school track and we all love it.”

“Personally I really love the circuit,” 
Alex said. “I think it’s nice to go to these 
tracks which aren’t your normal run-
off area, let’s say mistake-free tracks. 
Here it was a bit more punishing and 
it just feels a bit more special as well to 
come to these unique old places where 
there’s a lot of history.”              v   



F1 ON THE MOVE by Joe Saward

THE HEAVY-LIFTERS OF F1
Formula 1 truck drivers keep the circus on the road - and in recent weeks they have been working hard to do it.

This summer the Formula 1 trucks 
may have been fewer in number, 
but with three consecutive triple-
headers, the pressure has been on, 
even if two circuits have each hosted 
two events. Nonetheless it has been 
seven venues in 11 weeks - and if 
you look at the mileage involved it is 
impressive with around 7,000 miles 
per truck. And more often than not, 
it is race against time with the teams 
needing the cars to be back at the 
factory to be rebuilt and modified. It 
is even more complicated when you 
add in the so-called motorhomes, 
but the teams seem to be insistent 
on clinging on to these symbols of 
outrageous extravagance. One might 
be able to justify these things if there 
were sponsors attending races, but in 
the year of Covid-19 they are not. The 
team argue that the facilities provided 
are so expensive that the motorhomes 
still make sense, but it is hard to 
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imagine how this can be the case when 
teams with big motorhomes require 
more than 25 trucks to transport things 
about. There are between five and 
eight race trucks per team, allowing 
for the  pantechnicons that transform 
into offices, independent of the motor 
homes. In an age when all sports need 
to think about emissions, having such 
a big fleet of vehicles doing such long 
distances makes no sense at all. But it 
doesn’t stop them...

With seven of the 10 F1 teams based 
in the UK (only Ferrari, AlphaTauri and 
Sauber are based on the continent) the 
coming and going across the English 
Channel has been busy with F1 activity, 
while the races in Italy have seen the 
celebrated Mont Blanc, which runs 
more than seven miles under the high 
Alps from Chamonix, to the south-west 
of Geneva, through to the Aosta Valley 
on the Italian side, being key to getting 
everyone to and from Italy.

It’s a dramatic country on both sides 
of the tunnel although in Italy much 
of the route down from the Mont 
Blanc tunnel is also in tunnels, which 
protects the valley from the impact of 
more than five million vehicles a year, 
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although this year the numbers will be 
reduced because of the pandemic.

And it isn’t over yet because although 
the Russian GP was done with the F1 
freight going by air, the teams will be 
back in trucks for the forthcoming 
races at the Nurburgring, Portimao and 
Imola before it is back to the planes 
again for the final four races of the year 
in Turkey, Bahrain and Abu Dhabi. That 
will mean that the F1 truckers will be 
doing another 4,500 miles per truck. 
Overall, getting to the races this year 
will require around 11,500 miles of 
driving, which is about halfway around 
the globe.

The future remains uncertain with 
no guarantee that F1 will go back to 
a normal schedule in 2021. It may be 
that the calendar again needs to be 
packed with European races if getting 
to the far-flung events proves to be 
difficult. And for the truckers things 
will become a lot more complicated 
on January 1 when Britain leaves the 
European Union. Some of the teams 
have already been considering moving 
their motorhome bases from the UK to  
somewhere on the continent with the  
contingency planning having identified  
the Haute-Savoie region of France, 

around Geneva (which is across the 
border in Switzerland) as being the 
best place to locate such a facility. The 
FIA moved its fleet of trucks to a new 
Logistics and Technical Centre (and 
archive) in the village of Valleiry - 15 
miles from Geneva, but in France -  as 
long ago as 2014 and others may follow 
to avoid having to transport everything 
back and forth to the UK, with all the 
additional paperwork and delays that 
are likely until things settle down.

The race teams are unlikely to move 
because F1 expertise and the facilities 
remain concentrated in the so-called 
Motorsport Valley, which stretches 
from East Anglia across to Silverstone, 
around Oxford and down as far as 
McLaren in Woking, a knowledge-
based cluster that still leads the world, 
despite the growth of rival clusters in 
Italy and the United States.

It has taken 70 years to build that 
cluster and it is not about to fade away 
quickly - which means that the F1 
truckies are going to stay busy in the 
years ahead...                v      
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JOHNNY HERBERT’S MASTERS F1 DRIVE by David Tremayne

EVERYBODY WINS (EXCEPT JOHNNY)
Bob Fernley’s Ensign engineering and aerodynamics initiative with the University of Bolton moved from its preparation stage 
to the racing stage in the Masters Racing Series’ recent event at Brands Hatch

The programme (covered in detail 
in GP+ Issue 273 Preview) provides 
students at the University of Bolton, in 
conjunction with the National Centre 
of Motorsport Engineering, with an 
awesome opportunity at a crucial 
age, working hands-on. They have 
worked to prepare the ex-Jim Crawford 
Ensign N180B owned by Crawford’s 
mate and former Force India team 
principal Bob Fernley, then saw Johnny 
Herbert race it in the Masters FIA 
Historic Formula One Championship at 
Brands Hatch on August 22/23, having 
tested it extensively at Anglesey. At 
the Welsh track the car had been 
equipped with 300+ sensors provided 
by Evolution Measurements founder 
Paul Crowhurst. The overall idea of the 
programme is to generate extensive 
data for the first time of how an Eighties 
ground effect car (albeit one without 
sliding skirts) will compare with the 
latest ground effect F1 cars scheduled 
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now to come on stream in 2022, as 
part of the university’s engineering 
syllabus.

“I’m really pleased,” Fernley says, 
“because it’s something that, as you 
well know, started off as a relatively 
low-key programme, and that actually 
has manifested itself into something 
quite serious. Especially as we will be 
announcing some key STEM bursaries 
associated with the project in the not 
too distant future.

“Unfortunately at Brands the car had 
gearchange problems. Johnny qualified 
fourth for the two races, finished fifth 
in the first, but we had to retire him 
in the second as we didn’t want to 
damage the power unit or the gearbox.

“But Ron Maydon, who runs Masters, 
was exceptional, and Jonathan Palmer 
came down to see us. Everybody 
that we have worked with has just 
been exceptionally helpful to the 
programme, you could not have asked 
for better support.

“It’s so nice to be able to just keep this 
thing going, because I think we are 
beginning to see some momentum 
with it and now we’ve got a really huge 
programme there with the technical, 
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practical and scientific sides and the 
scholarships. I really do think that 
Bolton deserves to be promoted and 
hopefully come out long-term as the 
premier university for motorsport 
engineering.”

There is now a third Ensign, the ex-
Derek Daly N177, which joins the 
N180B and Crawford’s 1983 CART car. 
The original plan, to run the N177 
at Monaco in 2021, was spoiled by 
Covid-19, but at least there is another 
vehicle for students to access in the 
future.

Fernley and Herbert worked together 
at Brands as well as you would expect 
of two fundamentally happy and 
cheerful people who have been in 
racing for yonks.

“Johnny was fantastic,” Bob smiles. 
“He was really phenomenal with the 
students, really encouraging them. 
They did a super job, because they were 
under pressure all the way through. 
This wasn’t an easy programme to pull 
off, by any means.”

In the photo (right) the students are, 
left to right, Scott Cowan, Jonathan 
Hyde, Ethan Mathews, Emily Platt and 
Craig Mujuru. The guys in the white 
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shirts are Mark Busfield Director of 
NMCE and Robert Higham, Head of 
the UoB scientific study programmes. 
Standing alongside Busfield are 
Fernley’s old crew chief Ken Winning 
who built the 180B back when he was 
working for Mo Nunn in Walsall, and 
Pete Thundercliffe, the head of the 
UoB practical programmes. As Bob 
suggests, the front two reprobates are 
probably best not identified.
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“Johnny and I had a lot of fun together, 
because I went back to engineering 
a car and he said to me: ‘I wanted a 
proper race engineer.’ And I said: ‘Well, 
I only go to that expense if I have a 
proper driver.’

Johnny himself also had fun in his first 
experience of a pukka ground effect 
car.

“The students who were involved with 
the running of the car were very good. 

I’d been expecting headless chickens 
who got into a panic, but they were all 
very calm and got stuck in and were 
a very nice bunch. It was a shame 
that they didn’t get to see the racing 
programme that we’d really wanted, 
but they saw the other side of racing 
and that’s just as important as far as 
experience is concerned.

“We had problems with gear selection 
all through,” he said. “I qualified fourth, 
which is where I would thus start each 

race, but we had the problem even in 
qualifying so my pace wasn’t that great. 
The gearlever was sort of under my leg 
anyway and I wasn’t really able to race 
in the first part, because I couldn’t find 
second, couldn’t get third gear and 
once I’d get fourth I wasn’t sure about 
fifth. I didn’t want to buzz the engine, 
which is what had happened some time 
ago in testing, or destroy the dogrings. 
I think the real problem was that the 



gear linkage was too loose, which was 
sad. My right wrist ached afterwards!

“The steering was also very heavy but 
the back end was quite secure so it 
wasn’t going to try and throw me off 
the circuit either in testing at Anglesey 
or in the races at Brands. The de Angelis 
Lotus ahead of me looked a much more 
lively car whereas the Ensign felt heavy 
and a bit lethargic and a bit slower in 
its responses as a result and tougher to 
drive.

“It was hard to get a feel for the car in 
qualifying because of all this, especially 
with the long, slow shifts, sort of 
second… third…… fourth… fifth. We 
could also have done more to the set-
up, with a bit more camber it would 
have changed completely.”

As Martin O’Connell took pole in his 
Tyrrell 011B with 1m21.542s, Greg 
Thornton put the Lotus 91 second on 
1m22.397s and Steve Hartley’s McLaren 
MP4/1 was third on 1m22.837s. In the 
circumstances Johnny’s 1m22.879s 
was respectable.

“It was good fun driving the car overall,” 
he said. “I semi-enjoyed it, but it was 
frustrating that we couldn’t go quicker 
and that the gearchange problem kept 
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us down to a fifth-place finish in the 
first race after I’d lost fourth place to 
Mike Cantillon’s Tyrrell 010 on the 
second lap. And that it stopped us in 
the second.” The fact that his best 
lap was 1m25.184s while Hartley and 
Cantillon were running in the 1m22s 
indicated how much trouble he was in.

“This is a great project though,” he 
continued, “and we got a lot of data 
from all the sensors we were running 
in testing at Anglesey. We did two 
days of running there, with constant 
speeds and angles, so it should be very 
cool when they get some 2022 data to 
compare the two different eras.

“The programme at Bolton is very good 
for the university and for the students 
and their future careers. And it’s a nice 
connection that Bob’s a local boy and 
ran Jim Crawford in the car back in the 
day.”

“At the end of it we were chatting 
away,” Fernley added, “and Johnny 
said: ‘Wasn’t that great fun?’ And it 
was because we could actually go back 
to the old days, the driver talking to the 
engineer in the pits, the engineer trying 
to come up with some ideas. And the 
students ready then to do whatever we 

needed them to do. It was like racing 
the old-fashioned way. Just a pity that 
the gearchange gave us problems.”

Neil Wooding (recently of SKY TV 
Jochen Rindt documentary fame) 
was there shooting for the television 
company for whom Johnny works at 
Grands Prix, and there will be a feature 
in upcoming weeks.

Overall, the initiative is a win-win 
situation.

“I think that is why people warm to it,” 
Fernley says. “Because there is nobody 
gaining anything, we are just giving 
and over the years the sport has been 
very good to us, so it’s nice to be able 
to give a little bit of something back. 
Hopefully, at the end of the day it’s 
going to benefit some youngsters and 
to help some to discover their life’s 
aspiration at an early stage.                 v



Iain Gordon of Evolution Measurements gives 
an outline of how they captured some crucial 
ground effect data, and what teams do with 
such information.

16 EvoScann P16A (16 channel scanners) 
were fitted to the upper aero surfaces and the 
underside of the car with Scanivalve pressure 
patches/pressure tappings, set to run at 100Hz - 
100 readings per channel, per second, so around 
26,000 readings per second and 1.5M readings 
per minute, and transmitted their live data to a 
Motec data acquisition unit mounted on the car.

As the car accelerated away from the start in a 
clockwise direction, it started to collect data on 
every part of the circuit and the data that was 
relayed to our screen represented the first 8-9 
turns on the 10-turn circuit. The full lap was 2.5 
km, and the lap record was around 61 seconds.

Data on the upper half of our screen 
represented the underfloor pressure tappings, 
the data on the lower half gave us the 
bodywork surface pressures. The fastest parts 
of the circuit were before braking at Turn 
4 and Turn 8. That’s where the underfloor 
pressure was lowest. It was creating a dynamic 
pressure of 993-994 mbar – i.e. significantly 
below atmospheric static pressure – the car 
was generating negative lift (‘suction’),from its 
underbody, as you would expect from a race 
car, and this was pulling the car down to the 
track and enabling it to gain traction and stick to 
the road, especially through corners. Similarly 
the pressures on the body work were higher 
than atmospheric and that was pushing the car 

down at high speed. You could see that before 
Turns 3-4, the overbody pressure was highest 
and the underfloor pressure was lowest, slightly 
more so before braking for Turn 8.

You could also see that the pressure readings all 
got close together when the car was travelling 
more slowly – because there is less of a velocity 
impact across the sensors that were spaced out 
across along the length of the car.

There was a lot more data available as an 
overlay from the other tabs, which listed the 
pressures at the probe, the rear wing, further 
back on the floor (often the difference between 
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front of floor and rear of floor is four times the 
pressure on a modern F1 car with a flat floor 
and lots of body rake, this is a ground effect 
car which sits flat and effectively makes the 
whole length of the floor a long venturi tunnel 
to accelerate the air between the floor and the 
track).

When it comes to interpreting all the data 
from such tests, usually the Race Engineer will 
also map strain gauges, GPS, brake pressure, 
throttle position and use the Motec system to 
overlay each of these tabs on to the aero data. 
He can then see where the car is fast, or where 
it’s slow and can be improved. In F1 they will 

also overlay the data from two cars over each 
other and find where one car/driver is fastest. 
By picking all the fastest sector or corner times 
and speeds from both cars they can easily 
find the fastest possible lap with that car and 
use that as a benchmark. They will then make 
changes to wing settings or ride heights and 
take a set of readings for overlaying and see 
how that has changed the car data and ask the 
driver about the feel of the car and use this to 
enhance the car performance.

So, how to use the data? The aero guys will 
have calculated using CFD how the pressures 
will be on the real car and worked out 
optimum fine adjustments to get that set-up. 
Then by measuring data on a model in the 
wind tunnel they will match or correlate the 
data from CFD model to wind tunnel model 
and optimise body shapes, wing shapes, etc. 
Then they take all these settings and apply 
them to the real car. By making changes to the 
CFD model and/or the wind tunnel model they 
will work out whether the fullsize car will be 
quicker or slower – always trading downforce 
that gives corner speed against drag which 
reduces straightline speed, and they will find 
the best compromise of performance that 
gives the best lap time. The next stage is to 
start changing wing shapes or body parts and 
seeing how they will compare on lap time and 
they will design those parts on CFD, then print 
them as 3D model parts and try them in the 
wind tunnel before going to the expense/risk/
time of manufacturing them in carbon fibre 
and fitting them the car.   v

SO HOW DO TEAMS USE ALL THEIR DATA?



ELECTROHEADS GATHERS PACE by David Tremayne

2020 CHAMPIONSHIP IS ANNOUNCED
Fresh from its successful launch in July, Rob Smedley’s Electroheads e-kart concept is rapidly moving forwards
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Explaining how the Electroheads Cadet 
and Bambino state-of-the-art electric 
karts are intended to change forever 
the way that budding racers take 
their first steps on the racing ladder, 
Smedley said at the launch: “Our 
ambition has always been to make it 
far easier - and cheaper - for the next 
generation of racers to experience the 
awe of motorsport; we want to bring 
the know-how and skills learned at the 
very highest level in Formula 1 to the 
grassroots to make that happen.

“First and foremost, I’m an engineer, 
so the whole area of lower emissions 
platforms that motorsport is embracing 
is really exciting to me. The driving 
force behind electric propulsion 
however was that it offers a more even 
playing field at a vastly reduced price. 
Democratising grassroots motorsport is 
the goal; getting more people involved 
from all backgrounds.”

He confirmed this week that, following 
successful first races at Whilton 
Mill in July, the 2020 Electroheads 
championship will be run over five 
rounds, starting in early October and 
finishing in mid-December.

These are the venues and dates:
Mansell Raceway (Devon)..................Oct 10-11
Whilton Mill (Northants..............)......Oct 26-27
Mansell Raceway...................................Nov 7-8
Fulbeck (Lincolnshire).......................Nov 28-29
Whilton Mill......................................Dec 12-13
 
Spark taster sessions for newbies to 
karting are available at some of the 
championship events, at a cost of 
£125. Championship rounds are £450 
per event, plus a £125 registration fee. 
Families may enter a single round as 
a guest, in which case Electroheads 
waives the registration fee. Thus, if 
you can’t afford to do them all, you can 
at least turn up and have a go, while 
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putting together plans to run in the 
2021 championship.

In fact, you can do as many rounds 
as you want, but the scores from the 
best four out of five will be used to 
determine championship positions. 
Parents are reminded that you cannot 
just turn up on the day and enter - you 
must do that in advance.

You can obtain full details by email via 
2020@electroheads.com.

Hopefully, next year the championship 
will be pan-UK.

Smedley also imparted some further 
great news.

“Our E-karting championship has 
joined the Motorsport UK karting 
pathway,” the former Jordan, Ferrari 
and Williams race engineer said this 
week. “With our friends at Motorsport 
UK we are working towards a fully-
fledged 2021 MSUK Championship.

“Our ethos and values of bringing 
best in class race karting at a fixed 
and affordable price doesn’t change. 
What does change is that our e-karting 
championship will now be part of the 
official pathway for young drivers to 
progress in motorsport.

“We firmly believe, whether you simply 
want to have fun and enjoy as a family 
the incredible benefits of karting or 
you want to progress within the sport 
it, has to be open to the many and not 
the few.  We concentrate on delivering 
an all-inclusive, first class karting 
experience at a price that many more 
families can afford.

“The all-inclusive nature and e-kart 
technology which I have derived 
with the team from our experience 
within Formula 1, means that the only 
differentiator is the driver. You cannot 
buy success in our series.”                v
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QUALIFYING by Joe Saward

LEWIS COMES THROUGH
Lewis Hamilton came through a very intense qualifying but emerged as the pole man once again, but that might not be an 
advantage. And he’s on the wrong tyres...

The Russians are not famous for being 
a joyful nation. The world thinks of 
them as being melancholy folk, which 
it is assumed comes from the harsh 
winters and a tradition of alternating 
oppression and upheaval. But when 
you spend some time there, even if 
you cannot speak the language, you 
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find that they are more fun than you 
might imagine.

A Russian colleague described it thus: 
“We are not an unhappy people,” he 
said. “We are just grumpy.” In global 
studies of happiness (yes, such things 
do exist), Russia doesn’t score very 

well but things are slowly improving. 
The gap between rich and poor has 
increased massively since the collapse 
of the Soviet Union nearly 30 years 
ago,  but there is a growing middle class 
and with such status come aspirations 
and  dreams, which is exactly what 

companies involved in Formula 1 are 
looking for.

Sochi is a happy place for Russians. It is 
the country’s biggest seaside resort, so 
they say, and they travel from all over 
the country to enjoy the Black Sea and 
the Riviera-like coastline.
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The circuit grew from the investment 
made for the Winter Olympics in 2014 
and because the country’s President 
Vladimir Putin wanted to take F1 to 
the resort to give it some international 
exposure and F1 jumped at the chance 
of a very large cheque and the chance 
for the manufacturers and sponsors to 
have a bigger presence in the Russian 
markets, which boast 144 million 
people. Some in F1 were uncomfortable 
with the arrangement ad F1 was clearly 
giving Putin photo opportunities but 
that has eased somewhat over time.

The venue is pleasant enough and 
feels a lot like a Disney resort with its 
airground attractions and fake castles, 
but there is also a genuine grandeur 
about the place with the snow-capped 
mountains in the background. 

It takes time to build audiences, but F1 
seems to be settled in Russia for the 
long-term, with a generation of young 
Russian drivers on the way up. The 
track is not an easy one but features 
the mighty Turn 3, along with some 
pretty average stuff as well, but it had 
to be thus because of the buildings. 
The track is not used regularly and so 
it is usually very green when F1 arrives 
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and it takes time for the teams to get 
the cars tuned in to the conditions.

We might have expected a dominant 
Mercedes team but things were clearly 
not as solid as we have seen in some 
other places. And it looked for a while 
in Q2 that Lewis Hamilton was not 
going to make it through into Q3. 

“That was one of the toughest 
qualifying sessions I can remember, 
proper heart in your mouth the whole 
way,” he said. “But I feel super grateful 
for everyone keeping their cool as 
it could have been a lot, lot worse. 
Q2 was hugely challenging, my first 
attempt was taken away for going over 
the track limits at the final corner. The 
team brought me in for refuelling and 
to fit new tyres but when I was on my 
second lap, the red flag came out.

“After that, it was very close to still get 
that final lap in - I overtook a few cars 
in the last sector but then lost time 
behind a Renault. I just heard Bono 
say ‘Go, go, go!’ So I was gunning it to 
get across the line. There was so much 
going on and I had to just calm down 
and find my centre.

Valtteri had been strong all weekend, 
so I had no choice but to deliver with 
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those final Q3 laps. The first lap in 
the final session was really great, 
and I thought it would be difficult to 
improve, but I managed to find a tiny 
bit on the second lap.

“It’s nice to take pole position, but this 
track is probably the worst place to be 
on pole, due to the long run to the first 
braking zone. So, I’m expecting a tough 
fight down to Turn 2 and a challenging 
race, especially as I’m starting on the 
soft tyre, which is a good compound 
for the race start but is the worst tyre 
for the opening stint.”

Bottas ended up third on the grid, but 
he was happy with that as the man in 
third has a good chance at the start to 
draft ahead of the drivers in front of 
him.

“It was looking pretty good for me,” he 
said. “I felt like I had the pace through 
Q1 and Q2, and both of those sessions 
went nice and smoothly. But Q3 was a 
tricky one. I felt like I found some gains 
but clearly the others found more.

“On the first run in Q3 the tyres were 
a bit too cold, so out of the last corner 
I had a big snap and was already a few 
tenths down on the run to Turn 2. I was 
waiting for the second run and that 
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before and look what happened, so I’ll 
try and do the same.”

Splitting the two Mercedes was the 
Red Bull Honda of Max Verstappen.

“P2 was very unexpected,” Max said. 
“I don’t say this often but I think this 

lap felt better, there weren’t really any 
mistakes so I’m not sure why I couldn’t 
get closer to pole.

“But P3 is actually a pretty good place 
to start here and I think I’m on the 
right tyre as well. I’ve started third here 
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was one of my best ever qualifying laps 
and it felt really good. I was struggling 
a bit in Q1 and Q2 with the balance 
of the car and we made some small 
improvements to stabilise everything 
and in Q3, especially on the second 
run, they worked and the lap was good. 

Of course we want to fight for pole and 
wins but this year it is not possible all 
the time, so then to be able to split the 
two Mercedes cars is very satisfying.

“I’m starting on the dirty side of the 
grid which does make a difference with 
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the initial launch but I’m also on the 
medium tyre which is the best way for 
us. If we can have a decent start, the 
tow effect is very big so who knows 
what can happen into Turn Two.”

Alex Albon did not have such a good 
time and ended up 10th on the grid 
and then had to take a gearbox penalty 
that dropped him down to 15th on the 
grid.

“I’m not too sure what happened with 
Q3,” he said. “Q1 and Q2 felt OK and 
then everyone just seemed to make 
a jump in Q3 - whereas we didn’t. It 
didn’t feel like we had much left in 
the car and my laps didn’t feel bad, so 
there’s a bit of head scratching going 
on.“

Up in the mix in fourth place on the grid 
was Sergio Perez in the Racing Point.

“I’m very happy with our performance 
today,” he said. “I think P4 was the 
maximum I could achieve because 
Max and the two Mercedes were 
very strong out there. We were able 
to qualify ahead of our nearest rivals, 
which is the main thing. It was a really 
tough session because the wind kept 
changing and we had the disruption 
of the red flag too. It’s a credit to the 
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team that we were able to manage 
the sessions so well and extract the 
maximum from the car. A podium 
could be difficult to achieve here, but 
anything can happen at the start with 
the long run to Turn 2...”

Lance Stroll was down in 12th (after 
Albon’s penalty.

“It was a tough day,” he admitted. “We 
were all set for the final few minutes 
of Q2 and raring to go after the red 
flag. Sadly, the engine was overheating 
while we were in the fast lane so we 
took the precaution of switching off 
the car. It’s frustrating because we’ve 
made it into Q3 consistently this year. 
I’ve not quite found my rhythm here 
yet.”

Daniel Ricciardo was fifth and happy to 
be there in his Renault.

“I knew we weren’t in contention for 
pole position, but after the Q2 lap it 
felt like third or fourth was in reach,” he 
explained. “That lap in Q2 was perfect, 
so I knew it was going to be hard to 
improve on that.

“I did struggle a little more in Q3 and 
probably could have improved my 
time, but I am happy with where we 
ended up. I haven’t normally been 
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strong at this circuit so to be quick all 
weekend is a positive.”

Esteban Ocon was seventh and happy 
enough.

“It’s a very decent result today,” he 
said. “We’ve shown great pace this 
weekend and it’s definitely been strong 

with the car performing quite well. 

On my side, I’m happy with the result 

and the car was really good through 

all three sessions. All in all, we’re in 

the fight for tomorrow, so that’s very 

positive.”

Between the two Renault’s was Renault 
customer McLaren driver Carlos Sainz 
in sixth place, with his team-mate 
Lando Norris in eighth. Both were 
pretty happy with the result.

“I’m very happy with P6 today after a 
challenging session for us,” Carlos said. 

“We were encouraged after our FP3 
pace but, as soon as qualifying started, 
we saw that the wind conditions and 
track temperature had changed, 
which compromised our car balance. 
Nonetheless, I managed to put in good 
laps from the first run in Q1, saving a 
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new set for Q3, and putting together 
all sectors on my last attempt to grab 
P6 for tomorrow. It’s a good starting 
position for the race.”

Norris admitted that is qualifying has 
been “messy”.

“With the red flag and traffic on my laps, 
it was tricky,” he said. “But the car had 
good pace and I felt pretty confident 
in it. I just didn’t have two sets of new 
tyres in the final A session and it made 
my life a bit more difficult. I’m still 
happy, I don’t think P8’s terrible. It was 
close, so I don’t think I could’ve done 
miles better.”

Ninth on the grid was Pierre Gasly 
in the AlphaTauri Honda and he was 
satisfied with that.

“I’m really happy today because 
yesterday’s free practice sessions were 
pretty difficult compared to usual,” he 
explained. “We didn’t really get the 
performance we wanted on the short 
runs, so we were not that confident 
for qualifying. I think we can be pretty 
pleased with our position on the grid 
for tomorrow. I think we have a good 
race car, our high fuel runs were strong 
and the balance was how I wanted it 
to be.”
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Local hero Daniil Kvyat was 11th (after 
Albon’s penalty).

“It was a strong session and I’m quite 
satisfied with the result,” he said. “I 
think it will be an interesting race that 
will provide a lot of opportunities, but 
we were just very unlucky with the red 
flag in Q2. I think if our session wasn’t 
interrupted, we could have made it to 
Q3. I felt good with the car today.”

Albon’s penalty promoted Charles 
Leclerc’s Ferrari into the top 10 but 
it was a rather small fig leaf covering 
Ferrari’s embarrassment (again).

The team continues to talk about how 
there is potential to do something 
good but looking in from the outside 
that isn’t immediately obvious.

“We definitely had the pace to 
do something good, much better 
than expected,” Charles said. 
“Unfortunately, we missed our chance, 
so I’m pretty disappointed, but that’s 
life. It is frustrating that we didn’t make 
it to Q3 because I really believe that we 
had the potential to go through today. 
From the radio communications, I 
thought I had no margin to cross the 
line to start the fast lap so I pushed on 
the out lap and started my quick lap 
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very close to Kvyat. There was actually 
a bit more time available, but we didn’t 
exploit that, so we need to improve in 
that area.”

Charles had a near-miss in Q2 when 
Sebastian Vettel crashed and came 
back on to the track, which the Monaco 
driver a sharp intake of breath.

“When I crashed I was trying to improve 
my time. I hadn’t had a good first sector 
so I was pushing,” Vettel said. “It seems 
that I was going too quickly and so I 
lost the car. It had already happened 
in Turn 2 and then it happened again 
in Turn 4. I tried to avoid the impact, 
but I couldn’t catch it. Compared to 
the morning session, the track was 
quite different during qualifying and I 
struggled a bit more. I’m sorry to have 
made extra work for the team, but at 
least I think the car can be fixed.”

Next in the pecking order was Williams, 
with George Russell in 13th place on 
the grid (having been bumped up a 
place thank’s to his mate Alex Albon’s 
penalty.

“That was more than we could have 
expected and hoped for, so I am very 
happy,” Russell said. Our goal was to 
outqualify both Haas and Alfa this 
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weekend and we did a really good job 
to get ahead of them in Q1. In Q2, it 
was great to jump ahead of Sebastian 
as we only had one set of tyres. The car 
was feeling good, I was pleased with 
the lap and I think we are looking in 
really good shape for tomorrow. The 
last couple of weekends we have been 
focusing more on the Sunday as we 
have recognised our Saturday pace has 
been good, but our Sunday pace has 
not quite matched it. I think Haas and 
Alfa still have the edge on us, so I think 
it will be a race to drive as quick as a I 
can and check my mirrors to make sure 
they are not going to overtake me.”

Nicholas Latfiti was 19th but then had 
to take a five-place grid penalty that 
dropped him to last.

“I am disappointed with qualifying,” 
he said. “The session was dictated by 
the feeling I had on the brakes, and 
from the warm-up lap I wasn’t getting 
the bite on the brakes. I locked up and 
missed my first lap which then puts 
you on the back foot for your second 
lap. We need to investigate why.”

Haas was next with Romain Grosjean 
16th and Kevin Magnussen 18th.
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“I think I got the most out of the car 
to be fair,” Romain said. “We were 
struggling yesterday; we were more 
than a second off P19. We made a 
good step this morning. We changed 
parts and so on, but it still wasn’t as 
good as I wanted it to be. We made a 
few more changes going into qualifying 
and we’ve actually done very well. The 
car felt much better.”

Magnussen said that he had not had a 
good qualifying.

“We’ve had decent pace in the car all 
weekend but then in qualifying we 
couldn’t make the tyres work on the 
first lap,” he explained. “I had lots of 
traffic on the out lap of my final run. The 
tyres were just too cold. We needed 
another lap and we just didn’t have 
that. None of the laps were optimum. 
It’s not satisfying but it just didn’t come 
together in qualifying.

Down at the back were Alfa Romeo 
Racing with Antonio Giovinazzi 17th 
and Kimi Raikkonen 19th on his record-
equalling 322nd Formula 1 race

“We made some good progress but 
in the end we were still a little short 
of making it into Q2 today,” Antonio 
explained. “The track changed a lot 
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from FP3 but we made an improvement 
in every run and I would have probably 
been a place higher without having to 
lift a little at Turn two on my final run. 
We seem to have good pace so we are 
not out of the battle for points.”

Kimi said he was “reasonably happy”.

“We thought we’d be pretty good in 
qualifying, but things didn’t work out 
for us,” he said. “There’s not much to 
say, I spun at Turn 2 on my fast lap and 
that was it. The tyres were probably a 
bit on the cold side at the start of the 
lap, I locked the front wheel, hit the 
kerb and then there was nothing I could 
do, simple as that. We had the car to go 
to Q2 but if you don’t put a lap on the 
board, you start at the back.”

So, the stage was set for the race that 
might see Lewis Hamilton equalling 
Michael Schumacher’s all-time record 
of 91 race victories. Lewis said he 
wasn’t very confident, while Bottas 
thought that P3 on the grid might work 
out in his favour.

Red Bull was hardly bubbling with 
belief that Mercedes could be beaten.

That’s F1 in 2020...               v      
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FREE PRACTICE FP1 FREE PRACTICE FP2 FREE PRACTICE FP3
1 V Bottas Mercedes 1:34.923
2 D Ricciardo Renault 1:35.430
3 M Verstappen Red Bull 1:35.577
4 S Perez Racing Point 1:35.796
5 L Stroll Racing Point 1:35.965
6 E Ocon Renault 1:36.061
7 D Kvyat AlphaTauri 1:36.230
8 A Albon Red Bull 1:36.254
9 S Vettel Ferrari 1:36.323
10 P Gasly AlphaTauri 1:36.706
11 C Leclerc Ferrari 1:36.896
12 C Sainz McLaren 1:36.970
13 L Norris McLaren 1:37.110
14 A Giovinazzi Alfa Romeo 1:37.201
15 K Raikkonen Alfa Romeo 1:37.230
16 K Magnussen Haas 1:37.430
17 G Russell Williams 1:37.595
18 R Grosjean Haas 1:37.649
19 L Hamilton Mercedes 1:37.716
20 N Latifi Williams 1:37.784

1 V Bottas Mercedes 1:33.519
2 L Hamilton Mercedes 1:33.786
3 D Ricciardo Renault 1:34.577
4 C Sainz McLaren 1:34.723
5 L Norris McLaren 1:34.847
6 S Perez Racing Point 1:34.890
7 M Verstappen Red Bull 1:35.048
8 C Leclerc Ferrari 1:35.052
9 E Ocon Renault 1:35.139
10 S Vettel Ferrari 1:35.183
11 P Gasly AlphaTauri 1:35.210
12 A Albon Red Bull 1:35.242
13 D Kvyat AlphaTauri 1:35.461
14 K Raikkonen Alfa Romeo 1:35.516
15 N Latifi Williams 1:35.563
16 G Russell Williams 1:35.575
17 L Stroll Racing Point 1:35.627
18 K Magnussen Haas 1:35.729
19 A Giovinazzi Alfa Romeo 1:36.053
20 R Grosjean Haas 1:36.858

1 L Hamilton Mercedes 1:33.279
2 V Bottas Mercedes 1:34.055
3 C Sainz McLaren 1:34.096
4 E Ocon Renault 1:34.239
5 S Perez Racing Point 1:34.252
6 M Verstappen Red Bull 1:34.306
7 S Vettel Ferrari 1:34.594
8 L Stroll Racing Point 1:34.732
9 D Kvyat AlphaTauri 1:34.768
10 D Ricciardo Renault 1:34.787
11 P Gasly AlphaTauri 1:34.792
12 C Leclerc Ferrari 1:34.806
13 G Russell Williams 1:34.979
14 R Grosjean Haas 1:35.257
15 N Latifi Williams 1:35.292
16 K Magnussen Haas 1:35.451
17 A Giovinazzi Alfa Romeo 1:35.590
18 K Raikkonen Alfa Romeo 1:35.599
19 A Albon Red Bull 1:35.603
20 L Norris McLaren 1:35.901
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QUALIFYING Q1 QUALIFYING Q2 QUALIFYING Q3

Grid positions are indicated in blue
* Albon was given a five-place grid penalty for a gearbox change
** Latifi was given a five-place grid penalty for a gearbox change

1 V Bottas Mercedes 1:32.656
2 L Hamilton Mercedes 1:32.983
3 D Kvyat AlphaTauri 1:33.511
4 E Ocon Renault 1:33.557
5 M Verstappen Red Bull 1:33.630
6 D Ricciardo Renault 1:33.650
7 S Perez Racing Point 1:33.704
8 P Gasly AlphaTauri 1:33.734
9 L Norris McLaren 1:33.804
10 L Stroll Racing Point 1:33.852
11 A Albon Red Bull 1:33.919
12 C Sainz McLaren 1:33.967
13 G Russell Williams 1:34.020
14 C Leclerc Ferrari 1:34.071
15 S Vettel Ferrari 1:34.134
16 R Grosjean Haas 1:34.592
17 A Giovinazzi Alfa Romeo 1:34.594
18 K Magnussen Haas 1:34.681
20 N Latifi ** Williams 1:35.066
19 K Raikkonen Alfa Romeo 1:35.267

1 D Ricciardo Renault 1:32.218
2 V Bottas Mercedes 1:32.405
3 C Sainz McLaren 1:32.757
4 L Hamilton Mercedes 1:32.835
5 S Perez Racing Point 1:33.038
6 L Norris McLaren 1:33.081
7 P Gasly AlphaTauri 1:33.139
8 A Albon Red Bull 1:33.153
9 M Verstappen Red Bull 1:33.157
10 E Ocon Renault 1:33.196
10 C Leclerc Ferrari 1:33.239
11 D Kvyat AlphaTauri 1:33.249
12 L Stroll Racing Point 1:33.364
13 G Russell Williams 1:33.583
14 S Vettel Ferrari 1:33.609

1 L Hamilton Mercedes 1:31.304
2 M Verstappen Red Bull 1:31.867
3 V Bottas Mercedes 1:31.956
4 S Perez Racing Point 1:32.317
5 D Ricciardo Renault 1:32.364
6 C Sainz McLaren 1:32.550
7 E Ocon Renault 1:32.624
8 L Norris McLaren 1:32.847
9 P Gasly AlphaTauri 1:33.000
15 A Albon * Red Bull 1:33.008
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HOW TO CHANNEL CRITICISM
At last, Valtteri Bottas had a weekend when everything went right for him and wrong for Lewis Hamilton

As if he hadn’t had enough excitement 
in practice and qualifying – losing most 
of FP1, having dramas to get through 
to Q3 and as a result having to race on 
the soft tyres rather than the preferred 
mediums – there was more upset for 
Lewis before the race even began. 
At the team’s suggestion he did his 
practice starts not in the pit lane itself 
but just before the exit, around Turn 
1. That was, according to the stewards 
Gerd Ennser, Andrew Mallalieu, 
Mika Salo and George Andreev, who 
started an investigation, a breach of 
the FIA International Sporting Code 
Article 12.1.1 (i) - failure to follow the 
instructions contained in the Event 
Notes (v3) item 19.1, practice start 
location at 13:32 and Article 36.1 of the 
FIA Formula 1 Sporting Regulations.

The citation said that the driver 
performed the practice start near the 
end of, but directly in, the pit exit. Art 

RACE ANALYSIS by David Tremayne
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36.1 requires drivers to use constant 
throttle and constant speed in the pit 
exit other than in the place designated 
for practice starts in the Event Notes 
item 19.1., which is defined as the 
place “on the right-hand side” after 
the pit exit lights (and is not part of 
the track as defined by lines) which 
has been known to all competitors and 
used without exception.

Lewis duly led away at the start, 
resisting a strong attack by Valtteri going 
into Turn 2. The Finn was fractionally 
ahead as they turned in, but he was 
on the left and Lewis had the inside 
line to the right-hander. Valtteri lost a 
fraction over the left-hand kerb, which 
left Lewis to resume control as they 
headed into Turn 3.

The Briton would get the bad news on 
the sixth lap that he had been given 
two five-second penalties and two 
further penalty points - bringing him 
within two more of a race ban. After 
the race, however, when the stewards 
learned that it had been Mercedes’ 
decision to do the practice starts out of 
position not Lewis’, the penalty points 
were rescinded and instead Mercedes 
was fined € 25,000.
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By the time that first bit of news 
was imparted, however, the face 
of the event had already changed 
dramatically.

First of all Max Verstappen, who had 
lagged a little at the start, was passed 
down the inside of Turn 2 by Daniel 
Ricciardo; Max ran over the orange 
sausage kerb on the outside of the 
corner so, as per Race Director Michael 
Masi’s instructions, he had to negotiate 
his way back on to the track by 
slaloming through the bollards placed 
at the end of the run-off area. This he 
did, just failing to regain third from 
Ricciardo. Daniel, however, fell prey to 
him further round the lap, and also to 
fast-starting team-mate Esteban Ocon.

Behind them, however, there was 
chaos.

Carlos Sainz, like all the others on 
the right-hand side of the grid, made 
a sluggish start and found himself 
boxed in behind the equally tardy 
Sergio Perez, and then rubbed his left-
front tyre against team-mate Lando 
Norris’ right rear. They were lucky that 
didn’t develop into anything worse, 
but McLaren’s race then fell apart 
when they got to Turn 2. Carlos ran 
wide over the dreaded kerb and thus 
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bollards I was at a very narrow angle, 
didn’t get my exit speed right and hit 
the wall heavily on the left-hand side. 
It was a misjudgement on my side, a 
mistake. I just miscalculated. So that 
made it a very tough day for Lando. My 
apologies!”

Later he added: ““It’s not a corner that 
is well designed. You saw today in the 
race just how many people are missing 
that apex, and having to drive around 
the bollards, destroying them, it’s 
clearly not a great corner.”

Lance was unimpressed with Charles. “I 
was quite surprised that he didn’t get a 
penalty,” he said, and given that Lewis 
got one in Austria for understeering 
into Alex Albon, it did make you 
wonder. “I gave him plenty of room and 
he just tagged my right rear. I gave him 
all the room I could, and he could have 
avoided a collision; he didn’t have to 
run so wide. I think a lot was possible 
today. I was running seventh and on a 
good tyre, so it’s a real shame.”

When the race resumed at the end of 
lap five, Lewis went off into the lead 
again, keeping clear of Valtteri and 
Max. But Lewis had already suggested 
that winning this day, starting on the 
wrong tyre, would be very difficult. 
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sped towards the exit. But he horribly 
misjudged his entry speed between 
the wall and the final bollard, and 
whacked off his MCL35’s left front 
wheel. Spinning back on to the track 
he seriously delayed Lando, who had 
to brake in avoidance and then run 
through his debris.

Further round the lap Lance Stroll came 
under attack from Charles Leclerc in 
Turn 3; as they went into Turn 4 Lance 
came back past round the outside, on 
the left-hand side, only for Charles’s 
Ferrari to understeer into him and spin 
him into retirement against the right-
hand wall.

Out came good old Bernd Maylander 
in the back-to-silver Safety Car, as the 
debris was cleared up and the order 
read: Hamilton, Bottas, Verstappen, 
Ocon, Ricciardo, Perez, Leclerc, Pierre 
Gasly, Kevin Magnussen and Romain 
Grosjean in the Haases – yes! – Daniil 
Kvyat, Antonio Giovinazzi, Sebastian 
Vettel, George Russell, Nicholas Latifi, 
Kimi Raikkonen, Alex Albon and Lando.

A remorseful Carlos said: “I had a bad 
start because on the dirty side of the 
grid the grip was terrible, then I got 
boxed in and ran a bit wide in Turn 
2, and as I decided to go round the 
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And so it proved. He had suggested 
the soft Pirellis might be finished by 
lap 10, but he got to lap 16 – one later 
than Mercedes had stipulated – before 
pitting for a set of hards. He served 
his 10s penalty there too, still feeling 
that, since he had set the fastest lap 
up to that point with 1m39.693s on lap 
15, his rubber still had good life in it. 
But Mercedes was concerned about 
pit stop windows, hence bringing 
him in next time around. He was as 
unimpressed with that as he was with 
his penalties. “Why couldn’t we add 
the time at the end of the race?” he 
asked race engineer Pete Bonington, 
who told him that if you get such a 
penalty prior to your first pit stop, you 
have to serve it during the race.

That resultant lengthy pit stop thus 
dropped him down to 10th by lap 17, 
and by then Valtteri had firm control of 
this one. The Finn gradually opened a 
1.2s gap to Max on lap 14 to 9.2s by 
lap 24, by which time it was crystal 
clear that Red Bull was not going to 
be the contender for victory that the 
Dutchman had hoped.

“I had too much oversteer on the 
mediums, so I was struggling on entry 
to the corners,” he explained, having 

made his pit stop on lap 25. “But once 
we got on to the hard tyre we were 
more competitive.” By then, however, 
it was too late.

Mercedes covered him by bringing 
Valtteri in on lap 26. By then it was his 
race to lose, and after all the aggravation 
of the past few months, he was never 
going to let this one slip away. He 
would maintain careful control, never 
over-stressing his rubber or putting a 
wheel wrong on his way to redemption 
and restoration. Max pushed hard in 
the closing laps, setting fastest lap in 
1m37.715s on lap 48 after cutting a 12s 
gap to 7.5s, but when Walt replied with 
1m37.030s as he cleared lapped traffic, 
it was clear just how much he’d had in 
hand. He crossed the finish line for his 
second triumph of the season 7.7s to 
the good and with 26 much-needed 
points in the bag.

“This is a nice moment to thank my 
critics, to whom it may concern,” he 
joked in ribald fashion on his slow-down 
lap. Later, he added: “For sure it’s nice 
to get a win, it’s been a while. Being 
in a winning car and not winning for 
quite a time wasn’t so much frustrating 
as annoying. Yesterday was definitely 
tough, not knowing where the speed 
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went at the end of qualifying, but I 
knew from my practice long runs that 
my pace was good, and stating on a 
better race tyre than Lewis I knew last 
night that it could be good fun today. 
And finally things went my way.  

“I knew the start would be my 
first opportunity, but I was a bit 
compromised and couldn’t quite see 
where to brake for Turn 2, which is 
why I went deep. But I wasn’t worried 
because it wasn’t game over. My 
mediums could go longer than his softs 
and once he stopped I could show my 
pace. His penalty made it bit easier, 
and I was a bit lucky, for sure. But 
after all the bad luck I’ve had, I’ll take 
that. Once I was in clean air after he’d 
stopped my pace was awesome, and I 
wasn’t bothered by Max.

“Winning here and silencing people 
meant a huge amount to me, and it’s 
all about something that comes from 
inside. Now finally things went my 
way as well, and the people who tell 
me I should give up… That gives me so 
much power. I don’t know why they do 
it, but I hope they can learn something 
from this. I used their negativity to 
push myself further. This was a strong 
race for me, always under control, so 
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I’m very pleased to get this win now. 
It gives me confidence and I will try 
to keep this momentum going and 
keep building that confidence. There 
is nothing to lose on my side so I will 
keep pushing and I won’t give up. As far 
as I am concerned the Championship 
certainly is not over.”

Max, as usual, was quite chilled as he 
spoke of what had been another lonely 
race.

“There was very low grip on the 
inside of Turn 2 at the start,” he said, 
“but luckily I got through the bollard 
chicane and was then able to repass 
Daniel further round the lap, which 
was crucial to my race. 

“After the restart we were a little bit 
slower on the mediums which gave me 
a problem with the car, but once we 
were on the hard tyre we were a little 
bit more competitive and I’m happy to 
have split the Mercedes cars again. I 
was just trying to do my own, race. We 
managed it well and I did everything I 
could. It was a good result, I think, as 
realistically we should have been P3, 
but we did everything well as a team 
today. Because it was a bit lonely I 
was motivated to get that fastest lap, 
though my tyres were quite warm 



74

by then. I’m very happy with second, 
especially after two DNFs in the Italian 
races.”

So Lewis has to wait to equal Michael 
Schumacher’s record of 91 victories. 
With Max and Valtteri pitting on 
the 25th and 26th laps respectively 
compared to his stop on lap 16, they 
had a significant life advantage on 
their hard tyres. At one time he had 
the gap to Max down from 10.5 on 
lap 38 to 8.3s on the 43rd, before 
lapping the Williams duo cost him a 
whopping 1.6s. After that there was no 
point in stressing tyres or engine and 
he stroked home 15s behind Max in a 
weekend that evolved into a nightmare 
of damage limitation.

“It wasn’t the greatest day,” he said 
glumly in the immediate aftermath. 
“I need to go back and see what the 
rules are and what exactly I did wrong. 
I’m pretty sure nobody ever got two 
penalties for something so ridiculous. 
I didn’t put anyone in danger, and I’ve 
done this on a million tracks in the past 
and never been questioned, but it is 
what it is. It doesn’t matter, it’s done 
now, I’ll take the points that I got and 
move on.
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“The original plan was to stop on lap 
15 but I was just trying to go as fast as I 
could. It didn’t really change things, but 
it just meant that I had a longer way to 
go on those hard tyres so that I couldn’t 
fight on them at the end. We’ll discuss 
it and make sure I don’t find myself in 
that position again. To be honest, after 
that I didn’t particularly have much to 
do, I just held my position. Congrats to 
Valtteri.”

Yet again Sergio Perez couldn’t turn 
fourth on the grid into a podium 
finish, but the Mexican drove his usual 
smooth race in conditions made for his 
ability to manage his tyres. With Lance 
Stroll going out on the first lap, his was 
a very strong result for the team after 
he’d fought back past both Renaults 
after their faster starts. His move on 
Ricciardo was one of the highlights of 
the race.

“Apart from the start everything was 
good,” he said. “The right-hand side of 
the grid had totally no grip; as soon as 
I released the clutch I was straight into 
wheelspin and dropped behind the 
Renaults. But we managed things very 
well.

“The pass on Ricciardo was pretty 
good. It seemed like we were never 
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going to overtake, and I knew I only 
had once chance so I tried going into 
Turn 2 on lap 15. And when that didn’t 
quite come off, I got down the inside of 
him in Turn 3. I saw he was struggling 
with his tyres, so it was important to 
get him quickly.”

This was a typical Checo race as he 
managed 23 laps on the softs, and 
that stint really made Racing Point’s 
race. In the RP20 that still didn’t have 
the upgrades that Lance Stroll’s did, 
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as his scheduled set went on to the 
Canadian’s car as it was rebuilt after his 
crash in Mugello, he drove a super race 
and left believing that once he gets 
the latest package which is said to be 
worth nearly half a second, “we can be 
in the mix for podiums.” It’s expected 
that his 2021 drive will be announced 
soon, most likely with Haas though 
there has been talk with Red Bull of 
late. “Nothing has been signed yet,” 
he said, “But nobody needs to be in 

any hurry, and it’s important that we 
maximise any opportunities.”

As he proved yet again today, he 
deserves a decent ride. 

Of course, Daniel Ricciardo really 
wanted a podium finish after coming 
so close in Mugello, but the Australian 
said he was happy with his race’s 
outcome and took some things on the 
chin. One of them was running over the 
sausage kerb in Turn 2 when Esteban 
was ordered to let him by on the 25th 

lap, and not rejoining the correct way 
through Sainz Alley, thus incurring a 
five-second penalty.

“There were moments of the race 
when I was a bit upset with myself, a 
few errors my part,” he admitted, “but 
I didn’t let them get to me and that 
was important. When I passed Esteban 
I just locked up and it was pretty simple 
from my side; as soon as I hit the brake 
it was ‘Oh, no!’ From the outside it 
looks easy, but I was hanging on to very 



end and in the car you don’t see the 
end of the kerb exactly, visibility isn’t 
perfect. Knowing I’d get a penalty lit a 
fire under my bum. I quickly snapped 
out of it and recovered well. I wasn’t 
perfect today, but I was pleased with 
myself.”

He earned a big cheer when, told of 
his penalty for not obeying the Race 
Director’s rules in Turn 2, instead of 
ranting he merely said, “Okay, I’ll drive 
faster. I’ll make up for it.”

That he did, stretching the gap to 
sixth-placed Charles Leclerc to more 
than 10s by the flag. Once again, the 
Monegasque got Ferrari a result that 
the SF1000 probably didn’t deserve. 
Gaining a top 10 grid place after 
Alex Albon was dropped five for a 
gearbox change, he made a decent 
start, survived whacking Stroll off, and 
managed to go 28 laps on the set of 
mediums he started on. With hards 
thereafter, he kept up the speed and 
was happy with a worthy sixth by the 
end. 

“I wasn’t expecting that,” he confessed. 
“It was a very good surprise, and the 
best we could do today. I’m very happy 
because we were coming back from a 
very difficult weekend at Mugello. Once 
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you do a good start like we did there, 
then get overtaken again and again, it’s 
very hard to take. I think I drove very 
well today, so I’m really happy with 
that. We have to take any opportunities 
and today was one of those days, and 
now we need to keep doing the same 
until the end of the season. It hasn’t 
been so straightforward; we’ve had 
some races where we expected to be 
good and it was bad, or some like here 
where we expected to struggle and did 
quite well, so it’s been confusing.”

Ferrari brought a modest upgrade here, 
but with a bigger one due next time 
out in Germany, things may be looking 
more positive for F1’s oldest team.

Esteban Ocon won’t have been as 
happy as his race as his team-mate 
was. He made a superb start, but after 
his pit stop on the 18th lap he got stuck 
behind Sebastian Vettel’s yet-to-stop 
Ferrari and stayed there so long that he 
was told to let DannyRic by. He then fell 
back and spent the final laps fending off 
the persistent attentions of local hero 
Daniil Kvyat. The Russian started his 
Alpha Tauri on the hard tyres and made 
them last until lap 30. He then got back 
into the fight and thoroughly deserved 
four valuable points as he kept the 
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Frenchman honest and finished just 
seventh tenths of a second adrift by 
the end.

“It’s a great team result, overall, so 
that’s good,” Esteban said. “When we 
put on the hards the car was not the 
same. It was a bit tricky to drive and 

I was struggling with grip and balance 
and I just wasn’t as happy as I was on 
the softs. I was almost following on the 
softs at the beginning of the race, so 
that’s something for us to review there. 
Potentially, more points were possible, 
but we’re still happy with the result and 
how our race went. We know the car is 

quick and that’s good for future races. 
We’re going in the right direction.”

“I’m very pleased,” Dany said. “That 
was a tough race, the kind that I like. 
We were very strong and were pushing 
very hard and made our strategy work 
very well, and I was happy with my 
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driving today too. It was great to get 
both cars into the top 10 and when the 
pace is there, like it was today, it makes 
you more confident in the car with 
each race.”

Pierre Gasly took the penultimate 
point with ninth place, and may 
have counted himself lucky that the 
stewards appeared to have missed 
him going over the sausage kerb in 
Turn 2 on the opening lap and not 
rejoining in the prescribed manner. 
He ran eighth, keeping Leclerc honest, 
in the early stages, but when Romain 
Grosjean attacked one of the Turn 2 
chicane bollards with his errant Haas 
on the 41st lap, and the Virtual Safety 
Car was deployed there while marshals 
substituted a new bit of polystyrene, 
the decision to bring him on for a new 
set of mediums rather backfired as the 
work was completed so quickly that 
there was no advantage to be gained. 
“It was a bit of a gamble by the team 
and if the VSC had lasted slightly longer 
it could have paid out quite well,” the 
Monza winner admitted. “But as soon 
as I came in the track went green again 
so the timing was not so good.”

That dropped Pierre down the back 
where Alex Albon and Lando Norris had 

been scrapping all race, both making 
early stops at the end of lap one, Alex to 
dump the softs he was obliged to start 
on after qualifying 10th and starting 
15th, Lando because of the hoohah in 
Turn 2. The two Brits, who are strong 
friends off the track, had already had 
some spectacular dicing early on, and 
now Pierre joined in. For several laps 
Lando clung on in a McLaren whose 

hard tyres dated more than 40 laps, 
while Alex was trying to make up time 
after incurring a five-second penalty for 
resuming incorrectly in Turn 2. When 
a lunge at Lando failed on lap 46 Alex 
lost sufficient momentum for the man 
he replaced at Red Bull to sneak by, 
but later was able to pass Lando when 
the McLaren driver locked up and slid 
wide. That prompted the team to bring 

him in for fresh tyres, but that dropped 
Lando from 11th to an eventual 15th 
place finish.

“Today was a lot of work for one point, 
and it wasn’t an easy race,” Alex said 
glumly, the performance gap to Max 
as large as ever. “We struggled at the 
beginning to overtake and get through 
the pack after switching from the soft 



to the hard tyre at the end of the first 
lap, and so we lost a lot of time. When 
we swapped to the mediums it was a 
little better and we did as much as we 
could, but it was difficult out there and 
a frustrating race. We were just in traffic 
the whole time without any clean air so 
we couldn’t put down any really good 
laps. After the gearbox penalty, today 
was about damage limitation and 
now I’m already focusing on Germany 
and having a cleaner weekend in two 
weeks’ time.”

Antonio was thus the closest non-
points scorer in 11th, after a feisty race 
for Alfa Romeo that left him just under 
two seconds short of true joy. He had 
fended off Sebastian for a long time, 
and the German eventually finished 
a disappointed 13th, behind KMag, 
whose early promise had evaporated.

“It was a positive race in which we 
achieved the maximum we could, 
especially starting from 17th,” Antonio 
said. “The start was really good, we 
once again made up a good few places, 
and I felt I could push and fight the cars 
around me. I was happy with our pace 
and for sure we closed the gap a bit 
more, so we need to continue like this. 
It’s always frustrating to finish just one 
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place outside the points, but I am still 
happy with today’s result.”

As was Kevin. “We absolutely did the 
best we could today,” the Dane said. 
“On a day like this the team deserves 
points, as we maximized the car 
completely. We weren’t quick enough 
at all to be up there - in and around 
the top 10 - our pace should have been 
down the back. We were in the running 
for points for almost all the race, so it 
was a really good job from everyone. 
Even though there’s nothing really to 
celebrate I think we still can be really 
satisfied with the job we’ve done today 
and the progress we’re making, both 
operationally and on the set-up of the 
car.”

After a strong early showing in which 
he played the team gave to protect 
Charles from Ocon, Seb had another 
hideous outing for Ferrari, made all the 
worse by Charles’ excellent showing, 
getting beaten by one Alfa, and having 
the other up his chuff at the end.

“It was a bit of a boring race, as we 
didn’t have many options in terms of 
strategy,” he lamented. “My start, from 
the dirty side of the track, was not ideal 
and so I couldn’t benefit from other 
people’s crashes and collisions. After 
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the Safety Car period I was a bit stuck 
and I struggled to stay close to the 
cars in front of me. In the middle part 
of the race the car was quicker than 
yesterday in quallie but I struggled to 
make the tyres last, partly because 
following other cars did not help. I did 
the maximum today, but I was just not 
quick enough.”

With this race Kimi Raikkonen equalled 
Rubens Barrichello’s record of 322 
Grand Prix starts, and though the Finn 
was able to demonstrate much of 
his old fire, it went unrewarded. He 
was running 12th having made a set 
of hards last 36 laps, but thereafter 
dropped down the order and had to 
fight his way back to an eventual 14th, 
eight-tenths behind Seb, who in turn 
was a second adrift of Kevin.

“The car was behaving well and we 
had good speed, but Sochi is a difficult 
place to pass and we couldn’t climb 
up into the points,” the 2007 World 
Champion said, neglecting to make a 
single comment about his new joint 
record. “Considering where we started 
the race [19th], we probably got all we 
could from it: even a slow pit stop [left 
front] didn’t change the end result too 
much. Antonio in P11 was just a few 
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seconds ahead of me and I could have 
probably been around there, but in the 
end P10 was too far ahead.”

Lando, not unexpectedly, was unhappy. 
“It was an extremely tough race. My 
start was alright – nothing spectacular, 
but not bad. It was difficult on the 
right-hand side of the grid. I had a 
decent run down to Turn 2, but some 
guys just committed a lot more and I 
ended up having to back out. Anyone 
that committed just ran off the track 
and it was tricky to avoid them. Then 
there was the incident ahead that 
involved Carlos, who I had to avoid. I 
think it damaged some bits on the car 
and made it a lot trickier to finish the 
race. We weren’t far away, but on the 
hard tyre, which we boxed for at the 
end of lap one, I just missed out a little 
bit.” But not, as he demonstrated very 
forcibly several times, for lack of trying.

This time Nicholas Latifi beat George 
Russell in a fair fight as the latter 
struggled to get his tyres switched 
on. “This one difficult to manage,” the 
Canadian said. “We thought we were 
going to be more competitive, but we 
struggled a lot in the opening stint and 
then didn’t have the pace to come back 
once we had pitted. I think strategically 



we did a good job, we benefited from 
staying out and not pitting straight 
away. We need to analyse where we 
could have done better. Overall, I think 
I drove a good race, a few mistakes 
here and there, but something that I 
can learn from.”

George was harder on himself. “It was a 
really tough day in the office with a lot of 
mistakes from my side. I was struggling 
with the tyres and couldn’t get them 
working. I have been struggling with 
the starts a lot this year and I needed 
to step it up in terms of my confidence, 
and that’s what I did. I made a really 
good start, but I was forced off as Turn 
2 is so tight. It was three abreast, and 
three into one doesn’t go. We have 
a lot to review and some interesting 
things to take away from this weekend, 
but ultimately the points are scored on 
Sunday and we were not good enough 
today.”

After his usual adventurous race and 
three separate aberrations in Turn 2 - 
during the second of which the Swiss-
Frenchman honourably swerved at the 
last moment behind the polystyrene 
bollards in deference to Michael Masi’s 
heartrate - Romain Grosjean split the 
Williams boys for 17th place.
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As Valtteri celebrated, and gave his 
critics the metaphorical finger, Lewis 
was more candid and will probably 
regret what he said in the immediate 
aftermath. Asked about the stewards 
imposing those two five-second 
penalties, and whether he felt that was 
excessive, he responded: “Of course 
it is. But it’s to be expected. They’re 
trying to stop me, aren’t they? But it’s 
okay. I just need to keep my head down 
and stay focused, and we’ll see what 
happens.”

Mercedes team boss Toto Wolff paid 
due deference to his Finnish driver’s 
excellent performance. “Valtteri drove 
a brilliant race, and the win has been 
overdue a long time. He controlled it at 
the end and cruised to finish line.

“As for Lewis’ penalties the stewards 
said it wasn’t the place to do the 
practice starts and I agreed with that. 
The Race Director’s note said can you 
can do that after the pit exit lights on 
the right-hand side, which leaves leave 
room for interpretation, so now we will 
analyse why we made that mistake and 
take it on chin.

“I think Lewis has faced lot of adversity 
in his life, and the penalties seemed 
a little harsh. I think things go against 

him harshly sometimes, and as the 
most successful driver you have to 
take that sometimes. We need to make 
sure that we know the rulebook 100 
percent in the future, to not make any 
further mistakes. And like we have 
always done in the past, we win and 
lose together and never point the 
finger at any one person or group. So 
we will just analyse how to do it better. 
We have now had two incidents in the 
past three races that were a collective 
judgement. Lewis was very unhappy, 
but it’s clear when any driver does not 
extract the maximum points in a race 
that you have to respect their DNA. I’m 
very happy for Valtteri, and of course I 
can understand Lewis’ point of view.”

But is anyone really trying to stop 
Lewis? Nah. I’d bet STAY GOLD on the 
absence of the slightest inkling of such 
thinking from the stewards of the 
modern era. This isn’t 2008 and Spa, 
where we still believe to this day at 
GrandPrix+ that he really did have a 
thoroughly deserved victory stolen by 
officialdom, one that should already 
have enabled him to draw equal with 
Michael.                  v      



FASTEST RACE LAPS

1 V Bottas Mercedes 1:37.030
2 P Gasly AlphaTauri 1:37.231
3 M Verstappen Red Bull 1:37.332
4 G Russell Williams 1:37.352
5 L Norris McLaren 1:37.377
6 D Ricciardo Renault 1:37.886
7 L Hamilton Mercedes 1:38.075
8 S Perez Racing Point 1:38:141
9 A Albon Red Bull 1:38.377
10 K Raikkonen Alfa Romeo 1:38.858
11 C Leclerc Ferrari 1:39.053
12 D Kvyat AlphaTauri 1:39.133
13 E Ocon Renault 1:39.216
14 S Vettel Ferrari 1:39.588
15 R Grosjean Haas 1:39.614
16 A Giovinazzi Alfa Romeo 1:39.766
17 K Magnussen Haas 1:40.380
18 N Latifi Williams 1:41.044

C Sainz McLaren No time
L Stroll Racing Point No time
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RUSSIAN GP Sochi Autodrom, 27 September 2020 DRIVERS CONSTRUCTORS

 * Albon and Ricciardo were given five-second time penalties for failing to follow the Race Director’s instructions 

1 Mercedes AMG Petronas 366
2 Aston Martin Red Bull Racing 192
3 McLaren 106
4 BWT Racing Point 104
5 Renault DP World 99
6 Scuderia Ferrari 74
7 Scuderia AlphaTauri 59
8 Alfa Romeo Racing Orlen 4
9 Haas F1 Team 1

1 L Hamilton Mercedes 205
2 V Bottas Mercedes 161
3 M Verstappen Red Bull 128
4 L Norris McLaren 65
5 A Albon Red Bull 64
6 D Ricciardo Renault 63
7 C Leclerc Ferrari 57
8 L Stroll Racing Point 57
9 S Perez Racing Point 56
10 P Gasly AlphaTauri 45
11 C Sainz McLaren 41
12 E Ocon Renault 36
13 S Vettel Ferrari 17
14 D Kvyat AlphaTauri 14
15 N Hulkenberg Racing Point 6
16 K Raikkonen Alfa Romeo 2
17 A Giovinazzi Alfa Romeo 2
18 K Magnussen Haas 1

1 V Bottas Mercedes 1:34.00.364 197.696 km/h
2 M Verstappen Red Bull 1:34.08.093 -   7.729
3 L Hamilton Mercedes 1:34.23.093 - 22.729
4 S Perez Racing Point 1:34.30.922 - 30.558 
5 D Ricciardo Renault 1:34.52.429 * - 52.065
6 C Leclerc Ferrari 1:35.02.550 -  62.186
7 E Ocon Renault 1:35.08.370 -  68.006
8 D Kvyat AlphaTauri 1:35.09.104 - 68.740
9 P Gasly AlphaTauri 1:35.30.130 - 89.766
10 A Albon Red Bull 1:35.38.224 * - 97.860   
11 A Giovinazzi Alfa Romeo - 52 laps
12 K Magnussen Haas - 52 laps
13 S Vettel Ferrari - 52 laps
14 K Raikkonen Alfa Romeo  - 52 laps
15 L Norris McLaren - 52 laps
16 N Latifi Williams - 52 laps
17 R Grosjean Haas - 52 laps
18 G Russell Williams - 52 laps
R C Sainz McLaren Accident -  0 laps
R L Stroll Racing Point Accident -  0 laps
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SOCHI FORMULA 2 by Joe Saward

PREMA POWERS AHEAD

FORMULA 2 - FEATURE RACE

THE SON ALSO RISES
Mick Schumacher has a knack of 
coming good when it matters. He did it 
in Formula 3 in 2018 when he suddenly 
became competitive in a late season 
charge that took him to the European 
title. And he seems to be doing the 
same in Formula 2 this year.

There had been a couple of changes in 
the entry list before Sochi with Japan’s 
Nobuharu Matsushita stepping down 
at MP Motorsport, opening the way for 
Giuliano Alesi to switch to the Dutch 
outfit, leaving his HWA Racelab seat 
open for FIA Formula 3 graduate Jake 
Hughes.

The qualifying session saw Carlin Racing 
dominant with Honda protege Yuki 
Tsunoda taking pole position, ahead 
of his team-mate Jehan Daruvala. 
Tsunoda needs some good results in 

Mick Schumacher is heading towards Formula 1, following in the footsteps of his famous father. A Feature race win and a 
podium added to his advantage. The Sprint race, stopped early after a big crash, saw Guanyu Zhou win his first F2 victory.
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the next few weeks to secure himself 
a Superlicence so that he can graduate 
to F1 in 2022. Schumacher was third  
fastest with his title rivals Callum Ilott 
fourth, Christian Lundgaard sixth and 
local hero Robert  Shwartzman seventh.

At the start of the race Mick got away 
well but Tsunoda stayed ahead, while 
there was trouble in the midfield at Turn 
2 where Jori Vips (DAMS), Lundgaard 
(ART), Pedro Piquet (Charouz) and 
Felipe Drugovich  (MP Motorsport) 
fell over on another, causing a Safety 
Car. The race was soon on again with 
the lead remaining unchanged until 

the end of lap seven when all the 
leading group pitted at the same time, 
Prema Racing double-stacking, which 
lost Shwartzman time. The lead went 
to Jack Aitken of Campos, who was 
trying the alternative strategy, using 
hard tyres first before switching to 
softs. Nikita Mazepin (Hitech) and 
Guanyu Zhou (UNI-Virtuosi) tried the 
same. By the end of the 18th lap all 
three had stopped and as they did 
so Schumacher made his move on 
Tsunoda and grabbed the lead. Ilott 
followed him but in the closing laps the 
Japanese driver fought back and took 
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FEATURE RACE (28 laps)

1 M Schumacher Prema Racing 55:02.871
2 Y Tsunoda Carlin 55:09.229
3 C Ilott UNI-Virtuosi 55:12.353
4 L Ghiotto Hitech Grand Prix 55:12.378
5 J Daruvala Carlin 55:18.096
6 J Aitken Campos Racing 55:25.054
7 N Mazepin Hitech Grand Prix 55:26.000
8 G Zhou UNI-Virtuosi 55:28.263
9 M Armstrong ART Grand Prix 55:29.811
10 D Ticktum DAMS 55:32.396
11 R Shwartzman Prema Racing 55:38.453
12 J Hughes HWA Racelab 55:40.406
13 M Sato Trident 55:49.197
14 G Alesi MP Motorsport 55:50.916
15 A Markelov HWA Racelab 55:54.978
16 G Samaia Campos Racing 56:09.877
17 P Piquet Charouz 56:11.575
18 L Deletraz Charouz 56:22.178
R R Nissany Trident 1 lap
R F Drugovich MP Motorsport 1 lap
R C Lundgaard ART Grand Prix 0 laps
R J Vips DAMS 0 laps

Fastest lap: Ticktum, 1:51.700 188.476 km/h



second again on the final lap, leaving 
Ilott to fight off Luca Ghiotto for third, 
with Daruvala fifth and Aitken sixth, 
while Mazepin grabbed seventh by 
passing Zhou on the last lap, putting 
the Chinese driver on pole for Sunday’s 
Sprint race.

The victory extended Schumacher’s 
lead over Ilott in the championship to 

Aitken while Mazepin ran third ahead 
of a fast-starting Schumacher. Mazepin 
took second from Aitken on lap 2 but 
then a Virtual Safety car was called to 
clear up the mess left after Guilherme 
Samaia and Jake Hughes tangled at 
the first corner. The race was soon on 
again with Zhou staying ahead while 
Schumacher began attacking Aitken 
for second place. That was soon done 
and Daruvala began to fight Aitken for 
fourth.

Mazepin was pushing hard, keen to 
win at home, while the bottom end 
of the top 10 provided lively action as 
they fought for points. On the sixth 
lap Ghiotto and Aitken touched in the 
high-speed Turn 3. The cars both went 

18 points while Tsunoda moved up to 
fourth in the title fight.

FORMULA 2 - SPRINT RACE

NOT YOUR AVERAGE ZHOU
The reversed top eight grid featured 
Zhou and Mazepin sharing the front 
row, ahead of Aitken and Daruvala.

At the start of the race Zhou held held 
on to the lead despite a challenge from 

off into the barriers on the outside 
with considerable force, Ghiotto’s 
destroying a number of Tecpro barriers, 
while Aitken’s hit at joint between two 
barriers and went between them, 
fortunately parallel to the wall.

Both drivers scrambled out but 
Ghiotto’s caught fire. The race was 
red-flagged and after Race Director 
Michael Masi visited the site, the race 
was called off with Zhou finally winning 
his first F2 victory - with half points 
awarded.

This means that with four rounds 
remaining Schumacher leads the 
championship with 191 points, while 
Ilott has 169 and Tsunoda 147.           v
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SPRINT RACE (5 laps)

1 G Zhou UNI-Virtuosi 10:01.184
2 N Mazepin Hitech Grand Prix 10:02.002
3 M Schumacher Prema Racing 10:06.000
R J Aitken Campos Racing Accident -    10.07.643
R L Ghiotto Hitech Grand Prix Accident -    10:08.854
6 Y Tsunoda Carlin 10:09.466
7 C Ilott UNI-Virtuosi 10:10.325
8 D Ticktum DAMS 10:10.953
9 P Piquet Charouz 10:11.690
10 R Schwartzman Prema Racing 10:12.428
11 J Daruvala Carlin 10:13.172
12 A Markelov HWA Racelab 10:13.622
13 C Lundgaard ART Grand Prix 10:14.720
14 M Armstrong ART Grand Prix 10:15.237
15 M Sato Trident 10:15.795
16 G Alesi MP Motorsport 10:16.216
17 L Deletraz Charouz 10:16.901
18 J Vips DAMS 10:18.284
19 R Nissany Trident 10:18.941
20 F Drugovich MP Motorsport 10:39.186
R J Hughes HWA Racelab Accident - 0 laps
R G Samaia Campos Racing Accident - 0 laps

Fastest lap: Mazepin, 1:51.873 188.184 km/h



OBITUARY: CLIVE BYFIELD by McLaren F1 Team

TRIBUTE TO TRUE STALWART
McLaren pays tribute to a loyal team-mate
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All at McLaren remember our team-
mate and friend, Clive Byfield who 
sadly passed away on Monday 14 
September 2020.

Clive was a renowned personality 
within the Quality & Production areas 
for more than 20 years at McLaren 
Racing. For those that worked with 
him, he will be remembered not only 
for the great pride he took in his work 
but his mischievous sense of humour 
that accompanied it. 

He was a stalwart for doing what 
needed to be done and supporting 
those around him.

His relationship with McLaren goes 
back even further than his time at 
McLaren Racing. He joined Nicholson 
McLaren Engines Limited in 1973 as an 
engine builder at the David Road site 
in Colnbrook, where he built the Ford 
Cosworth DFV engines that powered 
James Hunt to the 1976 World 

Championship – an appreciative James 
later presented Clive with an engraved 
silver tankard to thank him for all his 
efforts. Engines were Clive’s first love: 
he knew exactly what it took to get 
the very best performance from them. 
And, over a period of nearly 25 years, 
he worked his way up from the shop 
floor to workshop foreman and on to 
John Nicholson’s second-in-command.

When Clive joined McLaren Racing in 
2000, he began work in the composite 
inspection area mastering, among 
other skills, the Faro Romer arm. With 
this latest technology of the day, he 
completed several firsts for McLaren, 
including the first full 3D inspection of 
the McLaren chassis and the first laser 
surface scans of new components, in 
addition to pioneering the software 
development with our supplier. Clive’s 
passion for quality and racing laid the 
foundations for our modern composite 

inspection environment, a testament 
to his work at McLaren.

For those lucky enough to get to 
know him personally, they’ll always 
remember a thoughtful individual who 
aimed to lift the spirits of those around 
him while doing his job with pride.

May he rest in peace.                v  



CHARACTER REFERENCE by Joe Saward

SIMON ROBERTS

In May this year Williams Racing 
appointed Simon Roberts as its 
managing director of F1. It was a new 
role designed to create a situation in 
which the team would be run by one 
person, although the team principal 
job would remain with the Williams 
family. 

But with the family deciding to sell 
the team in recent weeks, Roberts has 
found himself being named as acting 
team principal was well, while the new  
owners (whoever they may be) decide 
on the structure that they want in the 
future.

Thus far, Roberts has always been 
a backroom boy up to now, but he 
is someone with a huge amount of 
experience in the sport - even if he is 
not widely known to the public.

Now 58, Roberts was trained as a 
mechanical engineer at Manchester 
University before being recruited by 

the diesel and gas engine firm Perkins 
in Peterborough. He became the 
company’s head of manufacturing 
before moving on to join the Rover 
Group where he was a director in the 
powertrain division and after the firm 
was taken over in 1994 by BMW he ran 
the company’s gearbox and suspension 
operations in the UK.

In 2000 Rover was sold to Ford and 
Roberts decided to move on and was 
hired by Alstom UK as operations 
director overseeing the development 
of the company’s Pendolino tilting 
train project. These went into 
operation in 2001 and Roberts moved 
on to become the industrial managing 
director for the firm before deciding to 
move to McLaren in September 2003 
as General Manager, responsible for 
coordinating the manufacture and 
assembly process for the race and test 
team, IT and network communications, 

transport and logistics, quality, vehicle 
technology and human resources.

After three years he was promoted to 
become operations director but was 
then seconded to Force India for a 
year as chief operating officer, before 
returning to Woking in 2010. He was 
promoted to the role of McLaren’s 
chief operations officer in 2017. with 
responsibility for engineering and 
factory operations.

He left the team a year ago as part 
of the revamp going on in Woking. 
Unable to work for a rival F1 team, it 
is believed that Roberts spent his time 
off working for someone who wanted 
to put together a team, before it was 
decided that the FIA and FOM are not 
going to open the door until 2023, and 
then any newcomer would need to pay 
$200 million to get a place.                 v
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A PHOTOGRAPHIC ODYSSEY

Racing through Europe: The Motorsport 
Photography of Brian Joscelyne is a 
remarkable new offering by Simon 
Draper’s Palawan Press, which has 
established a unique reputation 
for beautifully produced collectible 
specialist books. You might never have 
heard of Joscelyne, but once you’ve 
read this book you will remember his 
outstanding photography forever.

As the quality, passion and sheer depth 
of colour of the images bleeds from 
every page, it’s even more remarkable 
when you consider that he was never 
a professional lensman. He was a 
qualified surveyor who, at various 
stages of his life, was a car mechanic, 
a soldier, a racing team manager and 
owner, a longstanding magazine editor 
and contributor, a stalwart of the Aston 
Martin Owners Club and an amateur 
racing driver who enjoyed success 
both in historic and contemporary 

BOOK REVIEW by Joe Saward

best photographers have the knack 
of melting into the background to get 
those great candid shots; and Brian has 
exactly this quality.”

Besides revealing myriad aspects of 
this retiring character’s life in the 
opening biography, DT relates with 
extended and very detailed captions 
the frequently poignant stories behind 
every photograph, each carefully 
selected from races at 25 circuits 
that Joscelyne visited from the late 
Fifties through to the Seventies. It’s a 
fascinating and evocative walk down 
Memory Lane.

The illustrations used on the next page 
embrace the brutal red Maserati 151 
that led for a while at Le Mans in 1963, 
and the ill-fated upcoming Brits Chris 
Bristow (16) and Alan Stacey (24), each 
captured in action at Monaco in 1960 
less than a month before their deaths 
at Spa.

At £400 for 444 pages and 475 unique photographs, DT’s latest book is a larger-than-life winner in myriad ways
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events. But he was also the sort of man 
who never needed to advertise his 
presence, but was happy to stand out 
of the spotlight, trusty Pentax in hand, 
ready to capture resonant images or to 
offer words of enthusiasm and support.

Pink Floyd star Nick Mason, who 
drove for the Dorset Racing team 
that Joscelyne set up with Tony 
Birchenhough, said of his mentor in the 
foreword: “In my other life in the music 
industry I’ve seen how often the very 



The £400 standard edition is limited 
to 750 copies available with either the 
circuit graphics cover or an evocative 
illustration of Lorenzo Bandini’s Ferrari 
in the 1965 French GP at Clermont-
Ferrand. A leatherbound version which 
comes in a Solander box and is limited 
to 25 copies, is priced at £1500. If you 
appreciate the highest quality, DT’s 
excellent writing, and superb design 
courtesy of Julian Balme, Palawan’s 
outstanding book is now available for 
pre-order via www.palawan.co.uk.

 

RACING THROUGH EUROPE
The Motorsport Photography of Brian 
Joscelyne
By David Tremayne
Published by Palawan Press, 11 Royal 
Crescent Mews, London W11 4SY, UK
www.palawan.co.uk
Limited Edition
Hardback from £400
Limited Edition
Leatherbound Hardback £1500
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THE LAST LAP by David Tremayne

STAND – AND DELIVER

Leadership is rarely a comfortable role, 
nor is it always about making other 
people feel comfortable. It’s about 
setting an example, following your 
heart, and pursuing a path in which 
you believe.

Ask Jackie Stewart. He knows all 
about that after his valiant crusade for 
increased safety back in the Sixties and 
Seventies. Some supported him, but 
many did not in an era when drivers 
were regarded as disposable by some. 
One cretin, working in an official 
capacity at Brands Hatch in 1968, 
suggested, “If Stewart doesn’t like the 
trees, he knows where the saws are.”

Ignorance doesn’t come much more 
callous than that.

Three years later, at the Mosport 
CanAm race, Jackie took exception 
to a hefty old tree on the outside of 
Turn One, and stuck to his guns to the 
tune of refusing to race, until it was 

cut down prior after practice. On the 
first lap of the race the next day Denny 
Hulme ran wide there in his McLaren 
M8F – and ran right over the point 
where the tree had been… Denny was 
one of many who owed their lives to 
the Scot’s intractable campaigning.

Long before Lewis Hamilton began his 
Black Lives Matter campaign he was 
deemed to be a Marmite character, 
the term given to those you either 
like or dislike. I’ve never really agreed 
with that philosophy, since people 
always have good and bad points. But 
unfortunately we live in a nuance-free 
era now in which you are wrong unless 
you agree with the opinion of the most 
vocal minority.

I don’t know any current F1 drivers 
who are racists. How would I? How 
would you? Opinions on such things 
are usually private, but I do believe 
that the current crop is united in FOM’s 

worthy End Racism campaign because 
they are all enlightened, intelligent 
men. Inevitably, however, given the 
BLM component, it is on Lewis that the 
spotlight has fallen most often. And 
he has behaved, in my opinion, with 
dignity and honour. As I mentioned 
recently after Elena Scherr’s Car & 
Driver column on Bubba Wallace, 
when you are the only representative 
of a given race or colour in any sport, 
you bear a heavy responsibility and he 
has worn that well.

When he wore that tee-shirt calling 
for the arrest of the police who shot 
and killed black emergency medical 
worker Breonna Taylor in a bungled 
drugs raid on the flat she shared with 
boyfriend Kenneth Walker in Louisville, 
Kentucky in March, and flaunted it 
on the podium after winning the GP 
of Tuscany a fortnight ago, he took 
things to a new level in F1. Not since 
the Turkish GP back in 2006 have we 
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seen such blatant politicking. Back then 
winner Felipe Massa was presented 
with his trophy by Mehmet Ali Talat, 
who was controversially captioned as 
the president of the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus, which only Turkey 
recognised. It was a bit of trickery since 
the FIA was not informed until the last 
minute of the identity of the person 
who would perform the ceremony, and 
thus got suckered. For a while there was 
talk of the country losing the race, but 
in the end a $2.5 million fine was levied.

Personally, I felt that in wearing that tee-
shirt on the podium Lewis went a little 
bit too far, but racers do that. They’re 
used to working right on the edge and 
sometimes beyond it, and it’s one of 
the reasons why we admire them. They 
push the envelope. And in his own way, 
in a very different kind of crusade, Lewis 
is doing just what Jackie did.

“Lots of rules have been written for 
me over the years,” he said in Sochi, 
“but that hasn’t stopped me. I have 
not spoken to the FIA. What was really 
positive was the support I got from the 
fans. I don’t regret a single moment 
of it. I usually follow my heart and do 
what is right, and I felt that was me 
following my heart.

“I did something that has never really 
happened in Formula One before, 
and obviously they will stop it from 
happening again. People say sport is 
not a place for politics, but it is about 
human rights issues, and in my mind 
that is something we should be pushing 
towards.

“We have a huge group of amazing 
people from different backgrounds and 
cultures who watch our sport, and we 
should be pushing positive messages 
to them, especially about equality.”

In case you are wondering, last 
Wednesday the grand jury in the US 
charged only one officer in the Taylor 
shooting. Brett Hankison faced three 
counts of wanton endangerment after 
he fired shots that went into another 
occupied home, after he and colleagues 
had opened fire when Walker first fired 
a shot at them. Hankinson was sacked 
by the Louisville police in June, as 
interim Police Chief Robert Schroeder 
said that he had shown “extreme 
indifference to the value of human 
life.”

The jurors did not indict any of the other 
officers on charges directly related to 
Taylor’s death. In the fusillade of 32 
shots she was hit six times, once fatally. 
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Isn’t that what the callous refer to as 
collateral damage?

So sport isn’t about politics?

Hmm, I’m not sure about that any 
more. For as long as I can remember, 
if not about politics it has certainly 
been about its bedfellow polemics, 
which isn’t much different in a sporting 
context such as F1.

As I mentioned, I don’t feel comfortable 
with all of Lewis’ crusades. But I respect 
his right as one of the few men in the 
world whose influence transcends 
his sport, to obey his conscience 
and follow his heart and to do so not 
by toppling statues but by making 
peaceful yet very powerful protests 
where he deems them to be necessary 
in the hope of bringing about change.

A lot more than I respect a supposedly 
transparency-loving governing body 
which facilitates a situation in which 
a team which many others allege 
was breaking the rules last season 
gets away with some sort of ‘secret 
agreement’ settlement known only to 
the two parties at its core.

And you didn’t think that politics plays 
any part in F1?                     v
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PARTING SHOT



THE NEXT GP+ WILL BE PUBLISHED FROM THE NURBURGRING ON OCTOBER 11
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