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Motor racing is often a rather jingoistic affair, and as Lewis Hamilton celebrates 
his record-setting 100th Grand Prix triumph we are happy to indulge in a little bit 
of chauvinism.

What he has achieved is extraordinary, and it is far from over as he fights tooth and 
nail with Max Verstappen for an unprecedented eighth F1 World Championship. 
In a fully competitive Mercedes over the next two years, you wouldn’t bet against 
him pushing the victory mark closer to 120.

What happens beyond 2023 remains to be seen. He may stop, he may feel the way 
that evergreen (and ever-quick) Fernando Alonso does, and continue. Whenever 
a national pacesetter stops, it is inevitable that we look for their successor. 
Sometimes it can be a long wait, such as it was from James Hunt winning the title 
in 1976 until Nigel Mansell in 1992, or from Damon Hill in 1996 to Lewis in 2008.

But Lewis’s likely successors are already on the grid. Indeed, they started first 
and third, ahead of him, in Russia. Last year George Russell left us in no doubt in 
Bahrain that he will be very quick when he gets into a Mercedes on a regular basis, 
as he will from 2022, while Lando Norris’s performances all season, but especially 
in Sochi, are proof that he has what it takes too. Both are future champions. And 
just to bolster things further, Alex Albon will make a welcome return to the F1 grid 
as George’s replacement at Williams next season, after impressing at times with 
Red Bull in 2019/2020.

Things don’t get much crueller than they did for Lando in Russia, especially as 
he seemed to be about to stamp his authority again after having to follow team-
mate Daniel Ricciardo home in a McLaren 1-2 at Monza. And, yes, for all the right 
reasons, he made the wrong call on pitting for intermediates in the closing stages 
of a race he would have won had it stayed dry.

But he will, of course, learn from that, and what it really confirms is his racing 
spirit. And that’s the fundamental essence that wins titles.           v

WHAT WE THINK
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ON THE GRID by Joe Saward

Musical taste is a matter of opinion - 
up to a point. Such judgements are 
not entirely self-determined because 
people in different  countries have 
different cultures and different things 
trigger emotional responses, based on 
our social environments.

Thus music resonates  with people 
differently from one country to another.

One of the most fascinating things 
about travelling is that one can 
contrast these different mentalities 
and, sometimes, one can gain insights 
into why there are problems between 
different nations.

For the West, even 20 years after the 
end of the Soviet Union, Russia is still 
viewed as a dark and rather threatening 
place, and yet when you are there, on 
the ground, the people are invariably  
helpful and friendly.

Despite good intentions to learn 
more, my efforts in Russian remain 
quite hopeless and so communication 
is complicated, although Google’s 
efforts to homogenise the world with 
automatic translation techniques has 
made a big difference.

In the rains in Sochi on Saturday, my 
first task was to negotiate with the 
hotel to acquire an umbrella. They  
loaned me a lovely automatic thing 
that sprung open in a dramatic fashion 
when the right button was pressed. 
This worked very well until I got to 
the circuit security check where a 
group of policemen were (wisely) 
sheltering from the dreadful weather. 
As I picked the soggy umbrella from 
the x-ray machine, it burst open with 
much enthusiasm, showering the local 
representatives of law enforcement 
with water. It is at such moment that 
one would like to be able to say: “I’m 

TRYING TO UNDERSTAND RUSSIA
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terribly sory chaps” in Russian. But 
they laughed. I shrugged and went 
about our business.

Russia is complex and difficult to 
understand - but it is fascinating. Some 
may think that Russians are generally 
unsmiling and mistrustful of others, but 
in some respects they are more honest 
than the meaningless superficial small 
talk politeness of Western culture. 
They only act like friends with their 
friends, while in the West people act 
like friends without knowing much 
about one another.

In Russia there is little that is superficial 
and friendship means a lot more. In 
some respects this helps to explain 
the way things are in government and 
business. Russians don’t see giving a 
job to a friend as being nepotism. It’s 
just what you do for your loyal friends. 
Loyalty is highly prized.
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In the West there is a tendency to 
see money in a different way as well, 
often   rich folk are seen as impressive. 
In Russian culture such people are not 
trusted.

What is valued more is intellect, 
discussion, sincerity and respect for a 
sense of unity.

What’s really interesting is that 
while many nations talk of their 
fatherland, Russians see their country 
as the motherland. Mother Russia is 
something that implies a protective 
maternal nature. It is something that is 
worth fighting for and sacrifice for the 
greater cause is part of the national 
character. There is a reason that 
Russian war memorials often depict 
female figures (right, the memorial for 
Stalingrad). It’s fascinating stuff - and it 
takes time to learn and to understand.

To return to music, Russians seem to 
have a very emotional link to their 
national anthem. It is a wonderful 
stirring piece of music, written during 
World War II, which reminds Russians 
of the sacrifices that were made, which 
are all too often overlooked by the 
West, which likes to believe that it won 
the war. The numbers do not bear this 
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out. Russia’s military casualties were  at 
least five times higher than the Allies.

It is for this reason that when Soviet 
Russia collapsed the same anthem 
was retained, with different words. 
For me it is the most powerful national 
anthem there is and I was sad as I set 
off to Russia this year knowing that I 
would not be hearing it over the Grand 
Prix weekend.

Why? Well, because Russia is not 
perfect and got itself into all kinds 
of trouble with the World Anti-
Doping Agency and ended up with a 
ban on playing the national anthem 
and flying the national flag at World 
Championship events of all kinds.

Thus, if a Russian driver could win in 
Formula 2 or Formula 3 we might be 
able to hear the tune - but not in F1.

As I was heading back to the funny little 
Russian hotel on Friday night, I was 
literally stopped in my tracks by music 
emanating from the circuit’s public 
address system. The beautiful Swan 
Theme from Tchaikovsky’s ballet Swan 
Lake is not something that you hear at 
racing circuits.

As I wandered on I pondered whether 
this might be the music they would 
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play in place of the national anthem on 
Sunday. On Saturday I asked the media 
centre people and was told that this 
was indeed the case.

“You know in some respects it is 
even more Russian than the national 
anthem,” one of the girls explained. “It 
is beautiful, everyone loves it and it has 
been around for much longer.”

The idea of Swan Lake seemed rather 
apt on Saturday morning. From the 
early hours of the morning the rains 
beat down, the streets flooded, 
thunder and lightning rattled buildings 
and it wouldn’t have been a surprise to 
see a swan gliding along the highway.

“Nice weather for ducks,” someone 
said as we watched the somehow 
addictive torrents of rain falling on to 
the F1 paddock.

It was the kind of day when the only 
way to solve the problems of the world 
is to get some soup. Something hot, 
steamy and nutritous.

It is fair to say that many people in 
Formula 1 don’t like going to Russia. 
The paddock always feels empty and 
those who don’t HAVE to go, often find 
ways to avoid going. It’s not just about 
the alien language and the fact that the 

West sees all Russians as Bond villains. 
Perhaps it is also because there is a 
distaste for the way that Vladimir Putin 
does business.

The Grand Prix is linked closely to the 
Russian President. It is held in Sochi 
because that is what Putin wanted. It is 
moving to St Petersburg soon because 
that is what Putin now wants. Sochi 
isn’t his native region but he spends 
a lot of time in a sort of palace to be 
found to the west of Sochi. This cost an 
eye-watering $1.35 billion, accoridng 
to opposition leader Alexei Navalny, 
who tried to make it an issue in the 
recent elections by showing drone 
footage and floor plans of the gigantic 
white elephant.

The problem is that a lot of Russians 
are  fairly ambivalent to politics. They 
think it is dangerous to want to try to 
change the system. Putin has led the 
country for more than two decades 
and as many as 40 million young 
Russians have never known any other 
leader. He is viewed as the man who 
gave the country pride and stability. 
The economy has grown six-fold in 
that time and Russia has become a 
little more integrated into the global 
community, joining international 

organisations and  hosting events such 
as the World Cup, the Winter Olympics 
- and the Grand Prix.

People grumble about his methods but 
few do anything.

Putin countered Navalny’s claims by 
having his old friend Arkady Rotenberg 
explain that he was actually the owner 
of the palace and that it is intended to 
one day become an apartment hotel.

The Rotenberg brothers - who own 
SMP Bank - are sometimes to be seen 
in the F1 paddock and spend a lot of 
money supporting young Russian 
racing drivers.

Every year we play the same guessing 
game: is Putin coming to the race?

I checked to see if he was in the area, 
given that there is a United Nations 
General Assembly going on in New 
York, and discovered that he would 
be spending his weekend at the 
palace with meetings planned with 
Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro  on 
Saturday and Turkey’s Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan on Monday.

So it looked like he might slip out - with  
a posse of Bond villains to protect him 
- for an few minutes handing out the 
silverware  at the Autodrom.            v
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Is a 100 percent risk really a risk?
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A Formula 1 team principal’s job is never done. Mattia Binotto working late - and alone - in the Sochi paddock
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THE LATEST VERSTAPPEN/HAMILTON CLASH  by David Tremayne

MIND THE GAP
Another race, another Max Verstappen and Lewis Hamilton clash…

We’re becoming increasingly familiar 
with Max Verstappen and Lewis 
Hamilton making some form of contact 
in their epic fight for the 2021 FIA 
Formula 1 World Championship, and 
with the notion of the irresistible force 
meeting the immovable object. But 
what does their latest collision, which 
occurred in the first chicane at the start 
of the 26th lap of the Italian Grand Prix 
at Monza, tell us about their respective 
characters?

When it happened, I looked upon it as 
a racing incident, albeit a very ugly one 
as the Red Bull, its ebullient driver still 
trying to squeeze into an ever-closing 
gap to the inside of the second, left-
hand section, made contact with the 
Mercedes as it got launched over one 
of those pesky ‘sausage’ kerbs and 
then rotated over the top of the black 
car. It came to rest with its right-hand 
wheel atop Lewis’ halo and in contact 
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with his helmet. Max’s exit from 
Silverstone after their first-lap crash 
in the British Grand Prix was arguably 
more spectacular and worrying since 
it happened at much higher speed – 
around 180 instead of 50 – and saw 
him hit the tyre wall with a force of 
51g, but without that halo Lewis could 
have suffered potentially fatal injuries.

But when the stewards – Tim Mayer, 
Garry Connelly, Vitantonio Liuzzi and 
Paolo Longoni, good men all – later 
deemed it to be predominantly Max’s 
fault, and docked him three grid places 
for the Russian GP, I think they got it 
absolutely right.

I admire many things about Max, not 
least his obvious talent and youthful 
insouciance, and he is exactly what F1 
needs right now and will have a long 
and very successful career. Who knows, 
he’s only 23 and could be around for 
another 15 years if F1 survives that 



long. Maybe he’ll even beat Lewis’s 
records. But I’m tempted to suggest 
that he doesn’t seem to have learned 
much from Silverstone.

After the latest clash he spoke of it 
taking two drivers to work together to 
make a corner work, and how he had 
so wanted to race Lewis at Monza. But 
there comes a time in any corner when 
you have to realise that the other guy 
just isn’t going to give way. He spoke 
of how Lewis just keeping on squeezing 
him, whereas the stewards deemed 
that Lewis, having duly given him the 
space to work with in the first stage of 
the corner, was then taking the racing 
line as he was legitimately entitled 
to do since Max himself had not got 
sufficiently alongside to make a valid 
challenge.

Red Bull bosses Christian Horner 
and Helmut Marko were curiously 
restrained in their comments which, 
when you compare it with their 
vociferous condemnation of Lewis in 
Silverstone, actually speaks volumes. 
“For me, having looked at it again, I felt 
that Max deserved a bit more space 
to be given at Turn 2,” Christian said. 
“I think Lewis gave him enough space 
through Turn 1, and then into Turn 2, 

then it just felt he could have given him 
a bit more room to work with.

“I’m sure the other guy will argue it the 
other way. But I think, when you look 
at it objectively, you have to say, it is a 
racing incident.”
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pal, I’m here.” Indeed, in Spain, he and 
team boss Christian Horner happily 
chuckled about how Max had forced 
Lewis into a situation where he had 
to back off or go off. So surely, what’s 
good for the goose is good for the 
gander, as they say.

Ayrton Senna used to do such things, 
principally to Alain Prost though 
not exclusively, out of his sense of 
entitlement, the “I am not designed to 
finish second or third, I am designed 
to win,” mentality. That sort of thing 
comes across as arrogance, but in 
reality it is also born of an innate sense 
of self-belief. I think in Max’s case it is 
less entitlement than a massive and 
seemingly implacable belief that the 
other guy will always yield.

He thus put himself in an increasingly 
vulnerable position, rather than yield 
and steer left over the kerbs to avoid 
contact. By refusing to do that he put 
both himself and Lewis at risk and out 
of the race.

“That’s what happens when you don’t 
leave room,” Max said, but in the 
second part of the corner there really 
wasn’t any room to be had, and a less 
press-on driver would have accepted 
that.

This is where my inner cynic wakes 
up. In the first corners at Imola and 
Barcelona, and in Turn 4 on the opening 
lap at Monza, Max did not give Lewis 
any room in which to “work the corner 
together”. In each situation it was a 
case of “make your own arrangements 
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“I was ahead at the start of the chicane 
and left enough room going into the 
corner, but we took the same speed 
into it,” Lewis said. “I was ahead going 
into the next chicane. He lost control 
over the kerb and went into me. I don’t 
feel at fault because I got hit from 
behind.

“I’m ultimately proud of the stewards. 
I think I need some time to really 
reflect on it, but I think it definitely sets 
a precedent. It’s important moving 
forwards for the safety of the drivers 
that there are strict rules set in place. 
This will continue until we have to 
learn from our scenarios on track, and I 
don’t have a history of these incidents. 
Ultimately, when you get away with 
things like that, then it’s easy just to 
continue to do it.

“Clear rules about what we are and 
aren’t allowed to do would be a huge 
help. I think all of us drivers, we are 
on the edge. When we have the inside 
line, every single driver, past or present, 
will try to hold on to his position. Of 
course when you’re wheel-to-wheel 
going into a corner, and the car is still 
alongside you wheel-to-wheel on the 
outside, then you have to concede and 
give extra space when the car is ahead 

of you. There is a known rule that the 
driver who is ahead, it’s his corner, and 
eventually a driver has to concede.

“I definitely do think we need to be 
looking into this and making sure that 
the right decisions are being made. No-
one wants to see anyone get injured, 
and if we can put some better protocols 
in, maybe we can avoid this sort of stuff 
in the future. I’ve been racing a long, 

long time, so I’m grateful I’m still here. 
We are taking risks and it’s only when 
you experience something like this that 
you look at life and see how fragile we 
all are.”

He said that he was surprised at Max’s 
lack of concern as he walked away with 
only a cursory glance across at the 
trapped Mercedes. Max said he had 
seen Lewis attempting to reverse out, 

so knew he was okay. And he had made 
similar claims about Lewis after their 
Silverstone clash.

“I definitely didn’t think Max would 
lose control over the kerb and run into 
me. And looking back at the footage, 
it obviously happened very quickly. 
Being in the car, all I could think of was 
getting going and how many positions I 
was losing. I’m still just in race mode, so 
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it’s just like ‘How can I get going again?’ 
I’m sitting there in a little bit of pain, 
but just like ‘Come on, let’s go’. But 
unfortunately the car wouldn’t move.

“I did see Max get out and just walk 
by. I found that a little bit surprising, 
because ultimately I think when we go 
out, and when we do have incidents, 
the first thing we want is to make sure 
if the guy that we crashed into or we 
collided with is okay. But the good 
thing is I was able to get out. It was 
a long walk back, but we live to fight 
another day.”

He said that his neck did not feel too 
bad at the time, but that it had begun 
to stiffen up later as the adrenaline 
wore off, and that he had physio from 
Angela Cullen, immediately after the 
crash, it had begun getting stiffer later 
on.

Drivers I really respect both came down 
on Max as the culprit. Damon Hill, as 
wise and intelligent a man as you will 
find, and never one to be controversial 
for the sake of it, spoke as Toto Wolff 
did, of a possible ‘tactical foul’. And 
having lost a World Championship to 
Michael Schumacher in Adelaide in 
1994 through precisely such a device, 
he has an opinion worth hearing.

“I have to say looking at the replay of 
Max on Lewis, there was no way he 
was going to make that work. He had to 
take evasive action, as Lewis did in the 
second chicane to avoid an accident, 
so the only conclusion is he might have 
been thinking, ‘I have to take him out.’

“Now I don’t want to think that of any 
driver. But I think it was either an error 
of judgement or a calculated move to 
collide with Lewis. Which is strong, 
strong stuff, and I don’t like the idea 
that I’m accusing anyone of doing that, 
but he’s got a points advantage and 

this was a race which Mercedes were 
supposed to win.”

Jackie Stewart told the Daily Mail: 
“Verstappen is taking longer than 
expected to mature. Not even to go to 
see Hamilton after a serious accident 
when you have just driven over the top 
of the guy is something I don’t really 
understand. Especially when he is still 
in his car and remained there for a long 
time before getting out. Max has quite 
a lot to learn. But who will he listen to?

“He’s very, very good. He’s probably 
the fastest driver on the grid now, but 
to be a proper champion you cannot 
be entangling yourself in crashes all the 
time. I’d tell them, ‘For Christ’s sake, 
don’t do it again.’ Just because you are 
leading the World Championship, it 
doesn’t mean you are bulletproof.”

Jackie, of course, knows better than 
most whereof he speaks, especially 
when one considers what a fabulously 
close pass-and-repass duel at lap 
record speed he and his great friend 
Jochen Rindt staged at Silverstone 
in 1969 without a hint of a collision, 
and what then happened to Jochen at 
Monza 51 years ago…
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Jackie added that he thought both 
drivers took unnecessary risks at a 
dangerous point on the track. “The 
stewards have more information, but 
if they were so certain Verstappen was 
entirely to blame then why does he get 
only a three-place grid penalty? If it 
weren’t for the halo, Lewis could have 
died, and the supposed culprit only 
gets a slap on the wrist!”

F1 race winner John Watson asked the 
Mail of Max, “When will he learn? And 
until he does, he will never win a World 
Championship.”

Yes, Max did get partly alongside his 
rival, mainly because Lewis obeyed the 
rules and left him a car width to his left 
on entry, but that was the key point. 
He was only partly there. And he was 
always heading into a closing gap as 
Lewis was entitled to take the racing 
line since he was still ahead and was 
still on the track rather than the kerb 
as they negotiated the second part of 
the corner. Most other drivers would 
have done what he did with a view 
to unsettling Lewis on the exit, rather 
than actually trying to force him to run 
wide so they could sneak through. But 
Max effectively chose a collision rather 
than to take avoiding action, and there 

always comes a point when you are 
trying something when you need to 
back out if it just isn’t coming off. His 
refusal to concede is partly what makes 
him such a spectacular driver, but it’s 
always something that is potentially 
going to compromise his points-
scoring campaign. And potentially risk 
collisions.

Both drivers had more to say in Sochi 
on Thursday. Confirming that his neck 
was fine, after attention from his 
physio Angela Cullen, he said he’d had 
“positive treatments, lots of yoga, and 
then managed to get back in the gym. 
I’m feeling good.”

He also sounded calm and measured 
when he said when asked how he 
thought Max was coping with a title 
challenge. “I remember what it was 
like when I had my first title fight and 
the pressure definitely mounted up. It 
was difficult. It was intense. I was going 
through a lot of different emotions and 
I didn’t always handle it the best. And 
that’s to be expected. There’s a lot of 
pressure from you working in a big 
team. There’s a lot of self-expectation 
because the desire to win is huge. I 
empathise with that.”



Max’s response was perhaps what 
one would expect, as he drawled with 
heavy sarcasm, as if Lewis had offered 
criticism: “I’m so nervous I can barely 
sleep. It’s so horrible to fight for the 
title. I really hate it. Those comments 
show that he really doesn’t know me.”

The resultant clash this time around 
reminded me of what that great 
champion all-rounder Mario Andretti 
– who raced the best in F1, IndyCars, 
Formula 5000, sportscars, NASCAR, 
sprint cars and midgets – said of Suzuka 
back in 1990. There, immediately after 
the start, Ayrton Senna had – cynically 
and deliberately, as it transpired – 
taken championship rival Alain Prost 
out of the Japanese Grand Prix.

“In racing,” Mario said in his distinctive 
drawl, “you will often be offered 
invitations to pass when spaces open 
up ahead of you. The trick is to find one 
wider than your car...”

Turn things around – if Max had been 
where Lewis was and vice versa, do 
you honestly think Max would have 
opened up the gap and given Lewis a 
spare inch? No, I thought not.              v
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SAUBER by Joe Saward

HAS SAUBER BEEN SOLD?
There are rumours in Formula 1 circles that Sauber, the team that operates as Alfa Romeo Racing, may have been sold, or is 
in the process of being sold. 
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The Sauber F1 team was acquired in 
July 2016 by a Swiss-based company 
called Longbow Finance. This is a 
vehicle used by the Rausing family for 
their investments. The Rausings are 
the force behind Tetra Pak, the world’s 
largest food packaging company, and 
they are collectively reckoned to have a 
fortune in the region of $35 billion. The 
family tries to keep a very low profile 
and so involvement in Formula 1 was 
not really a logical thing to do, but Finn 
Rausing is an F1 fan and was drawn 
into the business supporting Ericsson.

Initially the team stayed much the 
same but after 11 months Rausing 
decided that he wanted to remove 
Monisha Kaltenborn from her role 
as CEO, after seven years as team 
principal. The fall out came over the 
hiring of a new technical director in 
Jorg Zander, who had a patchy record 
in Formula 1. Finding a replacement 
was not easy because trying to run 

the team without being able to speak 
German was obviously going to be 
a difficult thing to do, particularly in 
relation to motivating the workforce at 
Hinwil. The decision was taken to take 
on Frenchman Frederic Vasseur.

To be fair, this was not a problem in 
2018 when the team was excited by 
having Charles Leclerc (right) in one of 
the cars. That year Charles scored 39 
points and finished 13th in the World 
Championship, compared to the five 
points scored by Pascal Wehrlein in 
2017. Marcus Ericsson scored nothing 
in 2017 and managed only nine points 
in 2018. This meant that Sauber moved 
up from 10th to 8th in the Constructors.

But Leclerc moved on to Ferrari and 
while the arrival of Kimi Raikkonen 
and Antonio Giovinazzi saw the team 
score   57 points in 2019, the position 
remained eighth.
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In 2020 the same pair scored only eight 
points but that was still enough to stay 
eighth in the Constructors’ ahead of 
Haas and Williams.

But this year the sense of drift has 
continued with the team scoring just 
three points and dropping to ninth. 
With the COVID-19 pandemic all the 
teams have lost out on prizemoney and 
although the numbers are bouncing 
back this year, the loss of a position 
will cost the team a significant sum of 
money.

There has been investment made in 
the team, with an increase in staff, but 
that has not brought better results.

One must conclude from this that 
employing more people, particularly in  
a country where staff cost a great deal 
more than in other European countries, 
that the problem lies in the way the 
team is managed and motivated. 
The telltale signs of discontent have 
resulted in several leading engineers 
departing and rumours that the team 
owner is looking to sell, to recoup 
as much of the money invested as 
possible. Rausing (right, with Ericsson) 
has retained his low profile but while 
he does not have to worry about 
funding, there is always the question 

Even Raikkonen expressed the sense 
of frustration that exists when at 
Silverstone his engineer said that the 
team might have scored points if Kimi 
had not collided with Sergio Perez.

“Maybe,” Kimi replied, “or maybe we 
need to make the car faster. Simple! It’s 

impossible to fight against them. Save 
this, save that and try to fight with the 
other cars. Come on..we got to wake 
up and do something.”

Vasseur tried to dress this comment up 
as proving Raikkonen’s motivation, but 
within weeks it was announced that 
Kimi would be retiring.

Rausing was able to do a deal with Alfa 
Romeo to extend the sponsorship for 
the team - which was surprising - and 
the hiring of Valtteri Bottas for 2022 
suggested that there may be a bigger 
push next year, but the key to success 
is to build a better car - and to have a 
more motivated team. 

It is no secret that Rausing has been 
looking for someone to buy the team 
for some time, so he can return to a life 
outside the spotlight. The deal on offer, 
so they said, was that he would retain 
a minority share of the team because  
with the budget cap coming, teams are 
growing rapidly in value.

“This is a great business opportunity,” 
says Aston Martin boss Lawrence Stroll. 
“I see Formula 1 as a business value 
of each individual team significantly 
appreciating in the years to come, not 

of success. No-one likes to be seen to 
be not getting it right.

It is an age-old lesson in Formula 1. 
Money is important, but success is 
not down to money but rather it relies 
on having a motivated and ambitious 
workforce. 
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any different than any other sports 
assets.

“If you look at a football club or an 
NFL football team, 10 years ago it was 
a billion dollars,” Lawrence Stroll of 
Aston Martin said recently. “Today you 
can’t buy a franchise for less than four 
or five billion dollars.”

And he’s not the only one who sees F1 
as a way to make money, rather than 
the sport being a money pit, as has 
been the case for so many years.

The key to this change is the budget 
cap, which means that investors now 
know what they have to spend and the 
new Concorde Agreement, which gives 
them guaranteed revenues.

Suddenly the books can balance and 
indeed teams can be run at a profit...

And so the investors are sniffing around. 
As soon as the new commercial deals 
were signed, F1 has seen Williams 
taken over by the mysterious Dorilton 
Capital, a US-based family equity 
investment firm which seems to belong 
to a British family, although it is not 
clear who this might be.

Over at McLaren a deal was struck to 
sell 33 percent of the team’s shares 
to a US investment firm called MSP 

Sports Capital, a consortium of US 
sports investors, including Jeffrey 
Moorad, a former sports agent, who 
has been involved with the Arizona 
Diamondbacks, and the San Diego 
Padres. These two organisations were 
run in the same era by Tom Garfinkel, 
who is now with Stephen Ross’s RSE 
Ventures, which runs the Miami 
Dolphins and is the firm behind the 

Miami GP. Moorad is in partnership 
with Jahm Najafi, an Iranian-American 
businessman who runs a Phoenix-
based private-equity firm, and is part 
owner of the Phoenix Suns NBA team.

There have been rumour in recent 
weeks that Michael Andretti wants to 
buy a Formula 1 team. he doesn’t have 
the kind of money needed but the word 
is that he has the support from the 

insurance firm Gainbridge, which has 
been a backer of the Andretti Autosport 
IndyCar team since 2018 when Zach 
Veach was funded by Group1001, the 
parent company of Gainbridge. 

Gainbridge is now the sponsor of 
Colton Herta (above) and has a deal 
that will run until at least the end 
of 2023. Gainbridge is also now the 
presenting sponsor of the Indy 500.
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What is interesting is that Gainbridge, 
Group1001 and their parent  company 
Guggenheim Life are all run by Dan 
Towriss (right, with Michael Andretti). 
The aim of the sponsorship is to build 
up Gainbridge’s business.

Towriss ultimately works for 
Guggenheim Partners, a vast financial 
empire built on money from the 
celebrated Guggenheim family, which 
initially made money in mining in the 
early 20th Century. The name became 
famous as a result of its philanthropy 
and the establishment of art galleries 
around the world.

Guggenheim Partners has more 
than $310 billion in assets under 
management. It is run by an 
entrepreneur called Mark Walter, 
who folded his own business into the 
Guggenheim family office back in 2000.

Walter is reckoned to be worth 
around $3.6 billion in his own right. 
What is interesting is that back in 
2012 he started a partnership called 
Guggenheim Baseball Management, 
with the sole purpose of acquiring the 
LA Dodgers major league baseball team 
for a record-breaking $2.15 billion. Part 
of this funding  (around $300 million) 

came from insurance companies 
associated with Guggenheim Partners.

Since then Guggenheim Baseball 
Management, has bought a 27 percent 
share of the LA Lakers NBA team and 
also owns the Los Angeles Sparks 
womens’ basketball team.

Walter is deemed to be one of the 
most influential people in the US 
sports business - and is exactly the 
kind of player that F1 has been hoping 
to attract with its cost cap and new 
commercial deals.

There is no doubt that Liberty Media 
would love to have another US team in 
Formula 1 and it makes perfect sense 
for the Andretti brand to be used, as 
it is known across the wolrd because 
of the extraordinary achievements 
of Mario Andretti, Michael’s father, 
who was the last American to win the 
Formula 1 World Championship back in 
1978.

Michael was, of course, a Grand Prix 
driver in his own right but he had an 
unhappy time with McLaren in 1993 
when he was partnered with Ayrton 
Senna. In the end, jumping straight 
into F1, particularly against Senna, 
was over-ambitious and Michael was 
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dropped by the team before the end 
of the year, and replaced by Mika 
Hakkinen. As a result of this, Michael 
has always looked at F1 as unfinished 
business and he would love to get back 
to F1 and win as a team owner.

The links between the various people 
and companies exist and so, in theory 
at least, it may be possible for Andretti 
to get his wish. If Towriss and Walter 
(right) can be convinced of the business 
case for the project.

There have been rumours kicking 
around for more than a year that 
Sauber (masquerading as Alfa Romeo 
Racing) could be for sale - at the right 
price. And there have been whispers of 
a prospectus circulating in Asia offering 
the team for sale.  An indication that 
this might be happening came in June 
when the main Sauber company was 
merged with the independent Sauber 
Aerodynamik AG, to streamline the 
ownership of the group.

Rausing avoids contact with the media 
and so getting confirmation about such 
activities is not easy.  However, multiple 
reliable sources say that an agreement 
(or perhaps a letter of intent) has 
been signed between the Swedish 
billionaire and a potential buyer (be 

huge. On the other hand, the payment 
of large salaries means that the 
team can attract international talent, 
particularly as living in Switzerland 
is attractive for many because of the 
country’s tax rules.

Having said that, if a deal goes ahead 
it would be enirely logical to downsize 
the team to the minimum level 
required and have some departments 
elsewhere, which is something that 
Haas is already doing.

The word is that an agreement exists  
for 80 percent of the team to be sold by 
Rausing for around $200 million. This 
will mean he could recoup about 70 
percent of what he has spent and will 
retain 20 percent, which can be sold 
later. The word is that the deal must 
be completed by the end of 2022, with 
the current arrangements remaining 
until then.

All of this provdes a plasuible argument 
that Andretti could eventually have his 
own F1 team and could even bring 
Herta with him into Formula 1.

That's exciting. We'll have to see if it's 
true...                                                        v

that Andretti, Gainbridge, Group1001, 
Guggenheim Partners or Walter, or 
some combination of these people 
and entities). It is entirely possible 
that there may be a new company set 
up in Switzerland for the deal as there 
are very significant tax breaks that 

are offered by many of the cantons, 
the best being in Zug, where many US 
corporations are headquartered.

The downside of having a Swiss 
team is that the employment costs 
in Switzerland are much higher than 
elsewhere and so the team’s salary bill is 



McLAREN’s 183rd VICTORY by David Tremayne

WHY I’M SO STOKED TO SEE McLAREN WINNING AGAIN
Max and Lewis might have crashed, but McLaren won Monza from the front
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As Pierre Gasly and Carlos Sainz fought 
for victory in last year’s Italian GP 
last year, I have to admit that I was 
conflicted.

If Pierre, as likable a driver as you will 
find, were to win for Franz Tost’s Alpha 
Tauri team, which had not won since 
Sebastien Vettel pulled off a similar 
miracle for Toro Rosso there 13 years 
before, it would be such a poignant 
story, given all that the Frenchman 
had gone through losing his ride at Red 
Bull in 2019 and then his childhood 
friend Anthoine Hubert at Spa. But in 
the likability stakes Carlos Sainz is of 
similar character, and he was driving 
for McLaren.

I have always had a soft spot for the 
team that Bruce McLaren founded 
with Teddy Mayer and Tyler Alexander. 
The first race I ever attended was the 
Race of Champions at Brands Hatch in 
1968, where Bruce won in his brand-
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translate well into the world of F1, and 
the departure of Martin Whitmarsh 
removed their human face. When Ron 
Dennis returned he rightly predicted 
that Honda would be as good a partner 
as it had been in the glory years of the 
late Eighties and early Nineties and a 
worthy replacement for the departing 
Mercedes, though he was wrong about 
the timing of that success, which has 
come instead with Red Bull. He was 
also right in bringing in Jost Capito. And 
once the team had unwisely parted 

new Robin Herd-designed, Cosworth-
powered M7A, with Denny Hulme 
third behind my new hero Pedro 
Rodriguez’s BRM. I was a BRM fan 
back then, but in the Eighties when I 
started working in F1 my fondness 
for McLaren developed fully, and I 
was proud of close friendships with 
Denny, Robin and Tyler. Over the years 
close friendships have developed with 
other McLaren stalwarts, which remain 
important to me.

So Daniel Ricciardo’s victory at Monza 
this time around was something I 
enjoyed tremendously. One of F1’s 
great comeback stories.

The last time McLaren won a Grand 
Prix was 170 races ago, in Brazil 
way back on November 25th 2012, 
when Jenson Button won after Nico 
Hulkenberg had inadvertently taken 
Lewis Hamilton out in the first corner. 
That was Lewis’s last race for the team 
that gave him his break (and how stupid 
some of us still feel for suggesting he 
was committing career suicide…). His 
departure coincided with the Woking 
team’s fall from grace with a string 
of poor cars that were a product 
of some muddled engineering and 
managerial philosophies that did not 

company with both of them, McLaren 
was left floundering. Having been 
close to the epicentre of the war with 
Honda at times, I can say it was pretty 
bloody. I don’t believe that would have 
happened had Ron and Jost remained 
in their posts. Thankfully, the arrival of 
Andreas Seidl and James Key set things 
back on the right technical road and 
calmed some of the other excesses. 
Like Jost, Andreas is a man who 
understands what needs to be done 
and, more importantly, what doesn’t. 

The evidence is that he and Zak Brown 
work very well together, and as McLaren 
has emerged from its final Honda 
period and rebuilt its engineering base 
and reputation with Renault, the seeds 
of rapid improvement have been sown.

Who hasn’t been hugely impressed, 
now with Mercedes back behind the 
drivers’ shoulders, with the way Lando 
Norris has gone all season, pushing his 
papaya orange machine into places we 
haven’t seen a McLaren for some time?
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But just as Monza 2021 was about 
McLaren’s redemption, so it was about 
DannyRic’s. Is there anyone in F1 who 
doesn’t like that guy? I doubt it. He’s 
just one of life’s good blokes. A fighter 
rather than a whiner, and a proper 
racer. Which is why it was distressing to 
see him struggling so much and being 
upstaged so much by his young team-
mate in previous races. But whatever 
it was he had to get his head around, 
particularly in the braking department 
on the MCL35M, it appeared from the 
outset of the Monza weekend that 
he had managed to do so during the 
summer break, when he admits that he 
was able to chill out and reset himself. 
The old DannyRic was back, and after 
his performance in the Saturday Sprint 
Qualifying race his arrival on the front 
row of the Grand Prix grid alongside 
Max Verstappen was a timely reminder 
how he used to give the Dutchman a 
pretty hard time when they were team-
mates at Red Bull.

Daniel’s weekend reminded me a 
lot of Damon Hill’s late-career story. 
Remember how Damon had to leave 
Williams when they signed Heinz-
Harald Frentzen instead, and how he 
desperately wanted to prove that he 

could win elsewhere? How he so nearly 
did it with Arrows in Hungary in 1997, 
and did it for real at Spa for Jordan in 
1998? Oddly enough, as things would 
unravel in a similar way last weekend 
for Daniel after his post-Red Bull years 
of disappointment chez Renault, both 
would get their ‘somewhere else’ wins 
while heading a team 1-2. In both 
cases, that was rather cool, and must 
have been hugely satisfying.

It’s easy to believe this was a slightly 
fortuitous win, because of the latest 
clash between Max and Lewis, but I 
firmly believe Daniel could have done 
it even if they had not collided.

The McLaren had been very quick all 
weekend in low-downforce Monza 
trim, even if Red Bull had successfully 
trimmed out the RB16B on Saturday 
and also seemed to have plenty of 
grunt from the Honda power unit. 

Daniel had done the really hard work 
in that first stint. Starting on the same 
medium Pirellis as Max, he had taken 
the lead in the first corner and then 
weathered the inevitable storm lap 
after lap until his pit stop for hard 
tyres on lap 22. His radio transmissions 
confirmed his worries that his first set 
of tyres were fading fast, but it was the 
same for Max, and he’d had no answer 
while chasing Daniel.

Red Bull had then lost 11s for Max 
during that disastrous stop on lap 23, 
effectively putting him out of the lead 
fight, and when Lando stopped on 
24 all went well there for McLaren, 
too. Mercedes then pitted Lewis for 
mediums on lap 25. Then came the 
accident at the start of lap 26, which 
enabled Ferrari to pit Charles Leclerc 
and get a jump on Lando. He dealt with 
that beautifully in the Curva Grande 
on lap 31 when racing resumed, and 
now the real threat was from Valtteri 
Bottas who was running like a bandit 
after switching to mediums under the 
Safety Car. When he set fastest lap of 
1m 24.827s on them on lap 34, Daniel’s 
lap time had been only 1m 26.021s. 
That was when Lando got on the radio 
to tell the team to get him to speed up. 
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anyone that’s seen the demeanour 
this weekend, they’re not surprised. 
I’m really stoked that it turned into 
a victory. A big thanks to the team. 
Not only winning, but a one-two’s 
incredible. A lot of hard work went into 

And, perhaps, to suggest obliquely and 
politely that a switch might be their 
best strategy…

Thereafter the McLarens did speed 
up, Daniel towing Lando along nicely 
on their harder rubber. And here’s the 
thing that persuades me that the Max/
Lewis clash didn’t affect the outcome: 
Valtteri soon found his mediums giving 
up, and with its fresher power unit his 
W12 had been quicker than Lewis’s 
in a straight line. Thus even if he had 
dropped Max, I’m not sure Lewis could 
have caught and passed the orange 
cars. So I think McLaren would still 
have won after some great strategy 
and some strong racing by its now well-
matched duo.

In the end, Daniel led Lando home by 
1.7s, and added the final coup de grace 
to the opposition by setting fastest 
lap time last around. And, in third on 
the road (before his 5s penalty was 
applied), Sergio Perez hadn’t been able 
to pose a realistic challenge, either. 
How satisfying that must have been 
for Zak Brown and the boys, to beat its 
unloved former engine supplier…

“Crazy, what an awesome day!” Daniel 
grinned. “We really set the tone from 
the start of the weekend. I think 

this and we really earned it out there. 
I’m really, really happy.”

Later he opened up further, about the 
McLaren link with Ayrton, and how 
Zak had promised him a drive in Dale 
Earnhardt’s 1984 Wrangler Chevrolet 

Monte Carlo that he owns, when he 
scored his first podium for the team.

“Maybe he gives me the car?!” he 
smirked. “I think it was always a 
podium, I get to drive it. We never 
talked about a win, so I gave him my 
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shoe that he drank out of, so maybe he 
gives me the car. It’s a good trade.

“Dale Earnhardt was a big hero of mine, 
and to have a chance to get behind the 
wheel of one of his cars is crazy. That 
will certainly be a ‘pinch me’ moment.

“The other one… I’m sorry if I sound a 
bit self-absorbed now but when I think 
of McLaren I think of Senna. That’s 
the early memories and I’ve seen the 
trophies in the cabinet at the MTC, and 
to have a winning trophy now with my 
name in pretty much the same cabinet 
is crazy. These are like two little things 
that I certainly appreciate and they are 
two little surreal moments that I guess 
have hit me.

“The win means everything. I definitely 
try not to make or dictate my life 
happiness around the sport, because 
it’s been three and a half years since I 
won, so I’d be pretty miserable most of 
the time if I just based my happiness 
on winning races! I think through it all 
and a lot has happened since Monaco 
2018, so to be back here in this 
moment, that’s why we love the sport. 
It makes all those crappier days worth 
it. It’s as simple as that.”

So now McLaren has 183 victories 
under its wheels, and I couldn’t be 
happier about that. It was lovely to see 
Daniel get the redemption for which he 
was so desperate, and watching how 
he builds on that will be one of many 
fascinating things about the upcoming 
races. If he does, McLaren will be very 
strong. I certainly hope so.

At the launch of the MCL35 last year I 
grabbed Andreas Seidl and made some 
jocular comments about how McLaren 
fans were trusting him to do the right 
thing. I probably sounded like the 
worst kind of football fan, but it was 
well-meant. And, boy, he has delivered. 
He and James Key and stalwarts such 
as Neil Oatley and all the other great 
engineers at Woking have the technical 
side nicely sorted these days, and Zak 
and Jonathan Neale are getting it 
done with the financials by the look 
of it. It’s just such a warm feeling to 
see one of racing’s greatest teams 
heading so strongly back in the right 
direction. McLaren fighting Ferrari 
again. And taking back third place in 
the Constructor’s World Championship 
from the Prancing Horse on its own 
galloping ground… How cool was that?
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Offering congratulations to the team as 
he spoke of their “exceptional result” 
in the immediate aftermath, Andreas 
said: “As a team, we’ve been waiting 
for this for quite some time. This is the 
first McLaren victory since 2012. We 
know we still have a lot of work to do 
on our journey, but this will be great 
motivation. Today, however, it’s very 
important to celebrate the moment. 
Both Daniel and Lando put in brilliant 
performances all weekend, using to 
the maximum the hard work done in 
the garage, back at the factory and 
from our colleagues at HPP. Thanks to 
every single member of the team, our 
great fans and partners. Days like this 
are why we’re all in the sport.”

I’m bound to say that I felt a bit sorry 
for Lando in all this, that when the big 
breakthrough finally came he wasn’t 
the one to achieve it, especially after 
all he’s done this year.

“Obviously I’m so pleased for the 
whole team,” he said, playing the team 
game with commendable aplomb. 
“It’s such a cool moment for all of us. 
We’ve done an awesome job from 
the beginning of the weekend. From 
practice to qualifying, the decision to 
use the soft tyres on Saturday, all of 

that set us up for today. We didn’t get 
lucky, we had the pace, we were in the 
positions we wanted to be. We had to 
overtake, we had to defend, we had to 
do everything.

“It’s an amazing result, I’m so happy 
for everyone. It’s our first one-two in 
11 years! Another podium for myself, 
a win for Daniel, but more importantly 

a one-two. So that as a combination 
is the coolest thing in the world. So, 
huge congrats to everyone and well-
deserved.”

Daniel’s win notwithstanding, Lando 
can be very proud of his second place 
and that fabulous pass of Charles 
Leclerc in the Curva Grande on lap 31 
that secured it. That, and his dive past 

Lewis at start of the Sprint Qualifier, 
must surely have convinced even his 
strongest critics (are there any?) that 
he is a future champion in the making. 
You can bet your paycheck he’ll be 
even more desperate to get his first 
win before the season ends. And if 
I’m honest, I’m not sure I’d bet against 
that.                  v  
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FURTHER STATEMENT OF INTENT
Aston Martin’s Lawrence Stroll and JCB’s Lord Bamford break ground on Aston’s new F1 factory
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ASTON MARTIN’S NEW FACTORY by David Tremayne

Aston Martin boss Lawrence Stroll and 
sponsor Anthony Bamford of JCB set 
the ball rolling for the construction of 
the F1 team’s factory with a breaking-
ground ceremony on the Tuesday after 
Monza. has taken place on the new 
plot.

It marks the official start of an 18-month 
construction and installation phase for 
a new headquarters designed by Ridge 
and Partners LLP and project-managed 
by Ridge, construction consultancy 
Gardiner & Theobald, and the team’s 
own in-house resource.

The 400,000 square feet (37,000m2) 
buildings will become the new home 
of the Aston Martin Cognizant Formula 
One™ team, which has outgrown its 
existing facilities and will rapidly grow 
its current headcount by the expected 
completion date of late 2022 or early 
2023.



The new three-unit factory will be 
constructed on land across the road 
from the historic Silverstone Grand 
Prix Circuit: one building will house 
the team’s design, manufacturing 
and marketing resource; a second will 
be occupied by the brand-new wind 
tunnel; and the third will redevelop 
and repurpose the existing factory 
premises as a central hub featuring 
staff amenities and a logistics centre.

The construction of a brand-new 
headquarters is a significant cultural 
landmark for the sport – it marks the 
first all-new factory in F1 in the UK 
for 17 years, the most recent being 
the McLaren Technology Centre, in 
Woking, which was officially opened in 
2004.

If anyone still doubts executive 
chairman Stroll’s commitment to turn 
Aston Martin into a winning team, it is 
a serious indicator of the scale of his 
ambition.

The new factory will house every 
manufacturing resource within a single 
campus – the team currently operates 
from several discrete buildings, with 
additional work outsourced externally. 
And in addition to the upgrade and 
expansion of facilities and machinery, 

38

the new factory will be complemented 
by a brand-new wind tunnel and a 
brand-new Formula One simulator.

The new tunnel will use the latest steel-
belt rolling-road system, and a state-

of-the-art flow-imaging section area. 
For the first time in the team’s history, 
the site will incorporate the wind 
tunnel, model support and production 
facilities – a move that will bring 

significant development-rate benefits. 
The commissioning of the wind tunnel 
is due to start in Q3 2023.

As an aggressive recruitment 
programme continues, many of the 
new roles being filled by experienced 
experts from within the motorsport 
sector but others being resourced from 
the neighbouring community, the new 
factory will be the first Formula 1 facility 
to benefit from the full installation 
of smart factory intelligent systems. 
In concert with partners Cognizant, 
NetApp and Sentinel One, it has been 
designed from the ground-up to be a 
wireless, adaptive, streamlined facility 
– one whose information streams, 
monitoring systems and manufacturing 
processes are tied together via data in 
the cloud. The support of the team’s 
key technical partners both underlines 
their commitment to the organisation 
and also the validity of the solutions 
they provide.

Smart factory tech gives the new 
building the ability constantly to 
adapt to the cyclical manufacturing 
processes of a Formula 1 team, and will 
provide significant economies of scale 
and function as the team expands its 
production presence.



“It is inspiring to look at where we are 
now in the context of the architectural 
and organisational challenges and 
ambitions that lie ahead,” Stroll said. 
“Our new buildings reflect not only the 
scope of our determination to become 
a World Championship-winning force, 
but also the scale of our growth and 
development as an organisation.

“I feel strongly that any building is a 
powerful representation of the people 
who work within it, and I am thrilled 
that we are creating a new home in 
which people can work, collaborate, 
create and win together.

“It is exciting to think that the entire 
team will be in its new home by the 
end of 2022 or the start of 2023, and 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all our partners who are working 
on the project, especially JCB and 
Cognizant.” 

“This ambitious project firmly 
positions the new team headquarters 
on the Formula 1 landscape and 
provides a fantastic home and 
working environment for a group of 
extraordinarily talented and motivated 
men and women,” said Bamford, who 
knows a thing or two himself about 
building successful enterprises.

“I am inspired by Lawrence’s compelling 
vision for the team. It is an ambition we 
wholeheartedly share: to build a better 
industrial future for our country.”

CEO and team principal Otmar 
Szafnauer added: “Our existing 
Silverstone factory is a little piece 
of Formula 1 history” – it was built 
initially by Eddie Jordan in 1990 to 
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house his nascent F1 team which 
metamorphosed into Aston Martin 

via its guises as Midland, Spyker and 
Force India – “but, as an organisation, 
we have outgrown it. What is more, 

we will require even more space as we 
continue to build our headcount over 

the next few years.

“We are indebted to the local council 
for their help and understanding 
throughout the design and consultation 
phase; we feel like we are creating a 
landmark that will express and enhance 
the values and investment that have 
made the Silverstone Technology 
Park and Motorsport Valley essential 
locations for the British technology 
industry.”                   v



You can argue all day about who 
motorsport’s first big star was. Opinions 
differ from country to country. The 
first racers were the men who had 
invented the machinery:  including 
Emile Levassor, Georges Bouton, Leon 
Serpollet, Charles Jeantaud and Leon 
Bollée. Then came their benefactors: 
aristocrats looking for a thrill, like 
Albert de Dion and René de Knyff. 
And then came the real daredevils, 
mechanics who knew how to make the 
machines move quickly.

Although Henry Ford introduced mass 
production techniques in the United 
States as early as 1908, widespread 
automobile ownership in Europe did 
not really start until the mid-1920s 
and interest in racing grew at the same 
time, largely along national lines, with 
France, Italy and Germany leading the 
way.
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RACING’S MATINEE IDOL
Pietro Bordino had a frustating racing career, his machinery often letting him down, but he was acknowledged by his peers 
as being the best of his era - in the years immediately after World War I - an age of some truly great names.

PIETRO BORDINO by Joe Saward

The Twenties was an era of great social 
change with a sense of modernity, 
a desire not to fight more wars, 
new technologies, new art, new 
architecture, new industries and new 
popular culture, notably from the radio 
and the cinema. With these changes 
came new heroes (and heroines). 
Charles Lindberg, Babe Ruth, Jack 
Dempsey, Johnny Weismuller and 
film stars such as Charlie Chaplin and 
Rudolf Valentino.

In Italy, Pietro Bordino was the biggest 
star of this new era. He was good-
looking, fast and very brave.

It is a story that began in Turin in 1887 
when Pietro was born. Little is known 
of his family background, although  it 
is often said that his father was a Fiat 
caretaker. It is perhaps worth noting 
that the winner of Portugal’s first 
motor race in 1902 was an Italian, 
who worked for Fiat, by the name of 
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Giuseppe Bordino, who had been hired 
to drive the car by the Infante Afonso 
Braganza, the Duke of Porto, and King 
Carlos’s brother. The race was from 
Figueira da Foz to Lisboa and the choice 
of a Fiat was no great surprise as the 
Infanta’s mother  Queen Maria Pia was 
an Italian, a Savoy princess, who has 
been born in Turin.

It is not known for certain whether 
Giuseppe Bordino was Pietro’s father, 
but it makes sense that he might have 
been. One of Pietro’s middle names 
was Giuseppe, which may have been 
because of his father.

Fiat was established in the summer of 
1899 when Giovanni Agnelli and other 
investors acquired the designs and 
patents of a car called the Welleyes, 
that had been designed by Aristide 
Faccioli for the Ceirano brothers. They 
did not have the money to manufacture 
the car and so sold it to Fiat, building 
the first Fiat cars on their premises 
before a Fiat workshop opened the 
following year.

At the time Pietro was 12 and legend 
has it that his desire to become a racer 
was sparked that year when he met 
two 18-year-old Ceirano apprentices  
Vincenzo Lancia and Felice Nazzaro, 

who would quickly become famous 
racers for the Fiat marque. Three years 
after this meeting the 15-year-old 
Pietro was taken on as a Fiat apprentice 
by Giovanni Enrico, Fiat’s engineering 
manager, who had replaced Faccioli.

Fiat’s raced from the very start of the 
company history with Nazzaro often 
winning, beginning with the Turin-Asti 

race in April 1900, while Lancia won 
the Padua-Vicenza-Bassano-Treviso-
Padua race later that summer. At the 
time Agnelli raced himself, as did Carlo 
Biscaretti di Ruffia, the son of another 
partner. The firm’s first international 
race was the ill-fated Paris-Madrid 
race in 1903 but the first major success 
came in 1904 in Brescia where Lancia 

won the Coppa Florio. The same year 
Bordino, then 16, began to work as a 
riding mechanic with Lancia. he would 
also ride alongside Nazzaro and Ralph 
de Palma in the years that followed. He 
is pictured (below), sitting alongside 
Lancia on the 1907 Targa Florio.

He was not able to begin racing himself 
until he reached the age of 21, at the 
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end of 1908 when he took part in 
his first event, the Chateau Thierry 
hillclimb in France. 

The timing was not good because 
as Bordino reached the age when 
he could race, Grand Prix racing 
effectively stopped. A bad recession 
and two defeats in the Grand Prix de 
l’Automobile Club de France led the 
French automobile manufacturers 
to get together and temporarily 
abandoned Grand Prix racing. The 
big race of the year was abandond 
and racers turned to the smaller 
voiturettes, while America  began to 
organise a Grand Prize. In 1911  David 
Bruce-Brown won the American Grand 
Prize in a Fiat. That same year Fiat 
built a car that it hoped would set a 
new land speed record. At the time 
the record was held by Victor Hémery, 
who had lapped Brooklands in a Blitzen 
Benz at 125.94mph. The result was the 
Fiat S76, known as “The Beast of Turin” 
(right), powered by a 28-litre engine 
that produced close to 300 hp. Nazzaro 
tried it did not want to try again but 
Bordino was fearless and made several 
attempts at the record but didn’t 
manage to beat the Benz. In the end 
he ran the car at over 120mph on the 

sands at Saltburn-by-the-Sea, on the 
coast of North Yorkshire. He set a flying 
mile record of 116.15 mph on wet sand 
(which is slower), and then frightened 
himself with a skid at around 111mph.

In better conditions in 1912 Arthur 
Duray took an S76 to 135mph on the 
beach at Ostend in Belgium, although 

the record was denied him because he 
wasn’t able to make a return run within 
the required time limit.

It was not until 1912 that the ACF 
successfully lobbied the French 
manufacturers into agreeing to return 
to Grand Prix competition but there 
was no room for Bordino in the team, 

although Lancia had departed to start 
his own car company. Fiat had taken 
on French veteran Louis Wagner and 
Americans Ralph de Palma and David 
Bruce-Brown. This were not helped 
by the rapid rise of rival Alfa Romeo. 
Bordino, a Fiat man, had to content 
himself with racing motorcycles and in 
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1913 took up the offer of a drive from 
his mentor Lancia on the Targa Florio. 
He impressed with his speed but a 
wrong turning meant that he ended 
the  race in eighth place.

The war came before he could establish 
himself as a racing star. He was 27 
when it broke out and over 30 when 
finally it ended, perhaps his best years 
had been wasted.

He started racing motorcycles again 
straight after the war, with an old 
Motosacoche and an American Harley-
Davidson. He won a string of races 
and when Fiat decided to return to 
racing in 1921. The Fiat Experimental 
Department was by then under the 
control of Guido Fornaca, with the 
design office headed by Carlo Cavalli. 
The engineers who worked for him 
would become a legendary bunch, 
inclduing Vittorio Jano, Luigi Bazzi, 
Walter Becchia, Vincenzo Bertarione, 
Giulio Cesare Cappa, Alberto 
Massimino and Tranquillo Zerbi. The 
cars were state-of-the-art and the man 
chosen to drive them was Bordino.

In 1921 Arturo Mercanti set about 
organising a big event for both cars and 
aeroplanes spread over a week at the 
Montichiari aerodrome, on the plains 

to the south of Brescia. The car races 
would be on a 10.8-mile road track.

The first Italian Grand Prix was not 
well-attended with Duesenberg, 
Sunbeam and Itala all deciding against 
competing, leaving Ballot and Fiat to 
fight for victory. This meant that the 

battle would be between Ballot’s Jules 
Goux and Bordino’s FIAT and it was the 
Italian who went into the lead at the 
start and  seemed to have things under 
control until a magneto failure. That left 
his team-mate Wagner in the lead but 
he was soon delayed with a puncture 

and so the race ended with a Ballot 
1-2, with Goux leading home Jean 
Chassagne. Four days later a voiturette 
race resulted in a 1-2-3-4 finish for 
Bugatti, the victory that launched the 
firm, with customer models sold after 
that under the Brescia Bugatti name.
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to take place on a road circuit close to 
Strasbourg.

Fiat had three 804s for him, Nazzaro, 
and Nazzaro’s nephew Biagio Nazzaro, 
a 30-year-old who had enjoyed success 
in motorcycle racing.

The three were running 1-2-3 with 
Bordino leading when near the end 
of the race Biagio’s car suffered an 
axle failure, at high speed on a long 
straight. One of the rear wheels came 
adrift and the car slewed off the road 
and hit a tree, rolling violently several 

Bordino’s only consolation was that he 
set fastest lap, at an impressive average 
speed of 93 mph.

This would be the pattern for much 
of his career, with his speed often 
not brining the results that it would 
warrant, usually from bad luck.

At the start of 1922 it was decided that 
Bordino would go to the United States 
to take part in a number of American 
races, the trip being organised by the 
US Fiat importer Amerigo Bozzanni. 
He was in California for four months 
and quickly built a following with his 
exploits on the wooden board tracks 
that were popular in that era (right). 
The AAA National Championship 
kicked off in the first week of March 
at the Beverly Hills Speedway, a 1.25-
mile wooden oval, which was located 
just south of Wilshire Boulevard. He 
won the second race of the season at 
Beverly Hills a month later, beating all 
the big American stars and another 
race up in Fresno, won a second AAA 
race at a similar track at Cotati, to the 
north of San Francisco, near Santa 
Rosa. The trip was a huge success and 
he headed back to Europe in July for 
the Grand Prix de l’ACF, which was due 

times after the impact. Biagio suffered 
injuries from which he died in the 
hospital.

Seven laps later the same happened to 
Bordino but it was in a slow section of 
road and he managed to stop the car 
before it hit anything. Nazarro won the 
race but afterwards it emerged that his 
car too was on the verge of a failure, 
the result of a casting problem.

It was a traumatic event for the team 
but it also showed that the Fiat 804 
was much quicker than its rivals.

At the start of September the teams 
were in Monza for the second Gran 
Premio d’Italia, the first at the new 
Autodromo Nazionale,which had been 
hurriedly built in the park of the Villa 
Reale palace.

There was a week of action with the 
first race being the Gran Premio delle 
Vetturette, which saw Fiats finish 1-2-
3-4, with Bordino winning.

Fiat had been so dominant in the Grand 
Prix in  Strasbourg, despite the axle 
problems, that many of the opposition 
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there was drama in practice when the 
Austro Daimler driver Gregor Kuhn 
was killed in practice, resulting in the 
withdrawal of the firm’s other entries 
for Max Sailer and Alfred Neubauer.

Bordino went into the lead at the start, 
chased by Nazzaro and the team’s 
new driver Enrico Giaccone. The last-
named retired early but Bordino was 
relentless and won the race after five 
hours and 40 minutes, two laps clear of 
his team-mate. The only other finisher 
was four laps behind, this being Pierre 
de Vizcaya in a Bugatti.

There were still only two Grands Prix 
each season and the Fiat team was not 
seen in action again until the start of 
July 1923 when the Grand Prix de l’ACF 
was held on a road circuit near Tours. 
The Fiat team had been so dominant 
the previous year that Sunbeam had 
poached the lead designer Vincent 
Bertarione and the British cars were 
quickly dubbed “the green Fiats”. 
Bordino (right) led early on but had 
engine trouble amd that left his team-
mate Carlo Salamano ahead, although 
he was soon caught by Albert Divo’s 
Sunbeam. Both drivers would hit 
trouble later in the race, which left 

victory to Henry Segrave, with Divo 
second, the two a full 25 minutes 
ahead of the next car.

In September the Italian GP took 
place at Monza once again with a new 
challenger coming from Alfa Romeo 
and drivers Antonio Ascari, Giuseppe 
Campari and Ugo Sivocci. Sunbeam did 
not attend.

In pre-event testing Bordino crashed, 
going into the Lesmos, the car went 
off into the trees and Pietro suffered 
a broken arm. Sadly, Giaccone - who 
was acting as his riding mechanic - was 
killed.

There was further trauma to come in 
practice when Sivocci’s Alfa Romeo 
went off at the Curva Vialone (where 
the Ascari chicane is today) and rolled, 
hitting a tree. Sivocci was killed and 
Alfa Romeo withdrew its cars.

Fiat continued with Salamano and 
Nazzaro and Bordino, driving despite 
his injury, with a new riding mechanic 
changing gears.

Despite his injuries Bordino took the 
lead at the start and built up a big lead, 
but his efforts wore him out and after 
44 of the 80 laps he had to retire with 
exhaustion, although his performance 
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won the hearts of the local spectators.  
In the end the remaining two Fiats 
finished 1-2, with Salamano beating 
Nazzaro.

Bordino set the fastest lap - a remarkable 
achievement in the circumstances.

Fiat’s moment of glory was coming to 
an end as new challenges emerged 
from Delage, Mercedes, Alfa Romeo 
and Bugatti. Fiat built a new 805 Grand 
Prix car for 1924 but at the Targa Florio 
in April was racing an older 501 (left). 
He was still not fully recovered from his 
injuries and had to hand his car over to 
Nazzaro during the Targa Florio. The GP 
de l’ACF followed at Lyons and Bordino 
led the race in but went out with brake 
failure, while Fiat withdrew from the 
Italian GP, largely because of the speed 
of the Alfa Romeos. The firm was not 
seen in action in Europe in 1925 or 
1926.

With no racing in Europe, Fiat once 
again decided to send him to the 
United States where he was entered 
to race in the Indianapolis 500 in 
1925. The car that went with him 
was an 805 which had been modified 
to be a single-seater, with a 1.5-litre 
supercharged eight cylinder engine. He 
finished sixth in the car at Culver City 



in March and raced again on a board 
track in Charlotte before heading to 
Indianapolis to take place in the 500. 
He qualified at 107.661 mph, earning 
eighth on the grid but hurt his hand 
during one of the pit stops and had 
to hand over the car to Frenchman 
Antoine Mourne, who brought it home 
10th.

He was not seen at all in 1926 but at the 
end of 1927 Fiat suddenly reappeared 
with a new 806 for the Gran Premio di 
Milano at Monza, supporting the Italian 
GP. The car was 1.5-litre V12, which 
revved to 8,500rpm. Bordino took the 
lead and drove away for an emphatic 
victory, averaging 96.5 mph, which was 
slightly faster than the average speed 
in the main event, despite the race 
being held in damp conditions.

But Fiat quickly announced that that 
was the final appearance of the new 
car because the formula was too 
expensive and not really relevant for 
the company’s road cars.

Bordino was immediately signed by 
Bugatti, which was then headed by 
Pietro’s former rival Meo Costantini.

Bordino had just turned 40 and it was 
clear that his career was coming to an 

end but Bugatti still saw the potential. 
Of his generation Antonio Ascari was 
already dead and Meo Costantini had 
become the head of competition at 
Bugatti. The  next generation, five years 
his junior were rising to stardom, led by 
Tazio Nuvolari and Giuseppe Campari, 
while  the younger Achille Varzi would 
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first make a mark in the course of 1928.
It was decided that Bordino should do 
some Italian national races to get to 
know the car before the Targa Florio, 
at the start of May,  alongside Nuvolari, 
Louis Chiron and others. His first race 
was on the Circuito del Pozzo in March 
1928 but he retired with mechanical 

troubles.  The next was scheduked 
for the end of April on the Circuito 
Alessandria, a road track on the plains 
of the River Tanaro, to the east of Turin. 
He was testing on the track on Sunday, 
April 15, running alongside a section of 
track that ran parallel to the river when 
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an Alsatian dog ran out on to the road 
ahead of the Bugatti.

Bordino could not avoid the impact, 
which broke the Bugatti’s front 
supension and caused the car  to 
run off the road and roll. Bordino’s 
riding mechanic Giovanni Lasagna 
was crushed as the car rolled over 
and finally came to rest on the steep 
riverbank, its nose in the water.

Bordino had suffered head injuries 
and may have been dead before he 

was thrown out of the car. He landed 
in the river. His body was washed 
downstream by the current and was 
found several hundred metres from 
the scene of the accident. There was 
no saving him.

Lasagna was  rushed to hospital with 
grave injuries. He would be in a coma 
for almost two weeks but eventually 
woke up and began a long recovery.

Bordino’s death shocked the racing 
world, as often happens when a big 
star is killed. They seem somehow 
indestructible.

Nuvolari raced and won the Circuito 
Alessandria the following weekend, 
dedicating his victory to the memory of 
Bordino. It caused a major fallout with 
Costantini, who had asked Nuvolari not 
to race because he felt the track was 
too dangerous.

The track was named in his honour 
while he was laid to rest in the Cimitero 
Monumentale in his native Turin.

Perhaps the greatest epitaph came 
from Segrave, who described Bordino 
as “the finest road race driver in the 
world”.                 v      



BRM V16 CONTINUATION CARS by David Tremayne

THE BRM V16 ROARS BACK
In time for its debut in the Goodwood Revival last weekend, the first of Hall & Hall’s planned three BRM Type 15 V16s was 
shaken down by Rob Hall at Lincolnshire’s Blyton Park

John Owen, the 82 year-old son of 
former BRM team principal, Sir Alfred 
Owen, who led the marque to World 
Championship glory in 1962, realised 
a lifelong dream recently. That was to 
see the first new Type 15 BRM V16 
built since 1953 run under its own 
power. That happened at the Blyton 
Park circuit in Lincolnshire just after the 
Italian GP, as the first step in the plan 
to create three continuation cars using 
historic chassis numbers uncovered 
many years after the originals were 
built.

Owen was just 10 years old when he 
heard the awe-inspiring sound of the 
Type 15’s 16-cylinder engine for the 
first time and has vowed to hear it 
again ever since. He will take delivery 
of the first model.

An evocative video aptly titled The 
Chrysalis accompanied the news of 
the car’s completion and features the 
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house which the famed photographer 
Louis Klemantaski used as a backdrop 
for the press pictures, and a brief view 
of Eastgate where Mays famously used 
to drive the V16 down the road from 
the testing house; and the village of 
Dunsby to represent the calls that Hall 
& Hall get from admirers who call in to 
say they can hear the V16 from up to 
six miles away.

The final scene features the legendary 
ex-BRM mechanic Dick Salmon, now 
96, who worked on the V16 in period 
along with a nod to the unfinished 
BRM story as the camera pans past the 
revered Doug Nye BRM bible Volumes 
1-3, leaving a gap for the final book. 
John Owen’s granddaughter also 
makes an appearance.

John’s boyhood dream was made 
possible when three unused Type 
15 chassis numbers were discovered 
within the original BRM archives, 

fearsome 16-cylinder engine running on 
a test bed with a smiling Owen manning 
the controls. The film was shot in three 
significant locations: RAF Folkingham, 
where the V16 development and 

engine testing was carried out (Hall & 
Hall still uses a building there as a dyno 
testing house); Raymond Mays’ former 
residence Eastgate House, including 
the glass wall of the original testing 



leading to Bourne-based specialist Hall 
& Hall to create the first new models 
in almost 70 years. Two years later it 
has successfully recreated the entire 
car by painstakingly scouring original 
post-war blueprints and photographs 
to authentically remanufacture 
over 36,000 individually engineered 
components.

“Hearing that V16 engine again after 
so many years was an incredible 

moment, and a dream come true,” 
Owen admitted. “It’s a tribute to the 
tremendous skill, persistence and 
attention to detail of the engineering 
team at Hall and Hall, and I really can’t 
wait to unveil the car at the Goodwood 
Revival.”

Rob Hall, son and business partner 
of Rick Hall at their eponymous 
company, had the honour of shaking 
the car down at Blyton Park. “The car 
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is fundamentally superb,” he said. “Of 
course, it still needs a few tweaks and 
adjustments, but this is to be expected 
in such a complex package. We took 
the engine up to 9000 rpm but got a 
ticking off from the circuit because we 
exceeded their 95dB noise limit!”

After the final adjustments and 
refinements are made to the engine, it 
will be capable of producing 600 bhp at 
a staggering 12,000 rpm – the same rev 

limit as a modern Formula 1 car and an 
unprecedented achievement for a car 
designed in 1947.

Unfortunately, the complexity of the 
design proved to be a stretch too 
ambitious for the technology of the 
time and the car only competed in 
four Grands Prix and achieved just one 
points finish before the FIA switched 
the formula to 2-litre F2 in 1952 before 
introducing a new 2.5-litre F1 in 1954.

Thanks to modern technology and 
manufacturing techniques, the three 
new cars have “safely overcome the 
technical hurdles”, and are “historically 
authentic yet entirely raceable,” 
according to Rick Hall.

The Halls and Owen, and the latter’s 
three grandsons, Nick, Paul and Simon, 
attended the Goodwood Revival, 
where the largest collection of BRM 
racing cars ever assembled included 
three Mk1 and two Mk2 V16s and the 
continuation car was officially unveiled 
in Friday the 17th.                                 v      



UNIVERSITY OF BOLTON’S NCME BURSARIES by David Tremayne

SCHOLARSHIPS AIM TO PROVIDE F1 TALENT
Johnny Herbert spent time on the Wednesday after Monza handing out scholarships to University of Bolton students as part 
of its exciting initiative to train motorsport talent of the future
 

The University of Bolton’s enterprising 
National Centre for Motorsport 
Engineering (NCME) awarded its 
bursaries on September 15th as part of 
its ongoing programme to generate the 
best opportunities for young students 
to graduate into F1 jobs.

Regular readers will recall that we have 
previously covered the programme 
created by former Force India team 
principal Bob Fernley to provide hands-
on experience not just of working on 
a 1982 Ensign N180B (with which the 
late Jim Crawford – a Bolton boy – won 
the 1982 British F1 Championship), but 
of being part of the team running it in 
races. At the Silverstone Classic in July, 
Michael Lyons provided the greatest 
validation possible by winning both 
of his races in the car, which is also 
a fundamental part of an innovative 
programme at the NCME to study a 
genuine ground effect car ahead of 
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F1’s switch to similar aerodynamic 
technology in 2022.

As well-known commentator David 
Addison handled the master of 
ceremonies duties, at a special 
ceremony with invited VIPs who 
included mayoress Linda Thomas, 
Johnny handed out the scholarships 
provided by three benefactors – Bob, 
ROKiT founder Jonathan Kendrick 
and Kingfisher via former Force India 
owner Vijay Mallya – who have teamed 
up with the University to fund the 
cost and see three students through 
their undergraduate and MSc NCME 
courses.

The three bursaries comprised: The 
Northern Powerhouse ROKiT STEM 
Scholarships (Two MSc courses); and 
the Northern Powerhouse Kingfisher 
STEM Scholarship (One undergraduate 
degree course).

Johnny said: “These scholarships are 
so important to help students from all 
backgrounds continue to study at the 
University of Bolton.”

The recipients were students Emily 
Platt and Chris Njogu, who both 
graduated in the summer and are now 
studying Master’s degrees, and new 
undergraduate Daniel McIlroy.

Emily, aged 22, from Cheshire, who 
graduated in automotive performance 
engineering and worked on the Ensign 
project, said: “I was gobsmacked when 
I found out that I had been successful in 
applying for the scholarship. It means 
so much. It is a recognition of the hard 
work I have put in over many years. I 
love studying at Bolton, the people are 
fantastic and the course is great.”

Chris, also 22, from Sheffield, who 
graduated in motorsport technology, 
said: “This scholarship gives me the 
opportunity to spend more time 

studying, otherwise I would have had 
to look for another job to help me 
financially.”

Bob Fernley, who is currently president 
of the FIA Single Seater Commission, 
added: “I wanted to introduce a 
scholarship programme to help young 
people who couldn’t afford to go or 
wouldn’t have the opportunity.”

Bob, JK and Vijay have all been 
concerned about the lack of diversity 
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and opportunities for disadvantaged 
youngsters in a sport famed for its 
costs and worry that may deter even 
the brightest and most enthusiastic 
youngsters, hence their co-operation 
with the University of Bolton, which 
will waive fees for the three chosen 
students in its search for the talent of 
tomorrow.

Professor George E Holmes DL, 
President and Vice Chancellor of the 
University of Bolton, said: “This is a 
watershed moment for this university. 
The great universities need industry 
support.

“We have civic support, we have 
community support, we have industry 
support and we have the platform 
for take-off. This building is about 
wonderful engineers delivering to 
industry for years and years to come. 
Our students will be in pole position, 
ready to take on the race of life.”

The NCME opened in September 
2017, and offers a BSc and BEng, 
both in motorsport, covering design, 
manufacture and materials, as well 
as how to function in a top-level race 
team. There are seven women among 
the 120 students with a programme 
to encourage more to join. In addition 

to the ‘Fast Track to Formula One’ 
programme, the NCME has organised 
collaborations with teams in the British 
Touring Car Championship, British GT, 
British Rallycross, the Fun Cup and the 
Porsche Carrera Cup, with placements 
at top engineering companies such as 
Prodrive, which provided cars for World 
Rally champions Colin McRae and 
Richard Burns, and M Sport, which runs 
the Ford World Rally Championship 
and Bentley GT operations.

The NCME is led by director Mark 
Busfield, who brings 35 years’ 
experience in motorsport, from world 
rallying to touring cars and Le Mans 
endurance racing. But this is the first 
time the NCME has had the chance 
to work on a car from the pinnacle of 
motorsport – a Formula 1 car.

A Sky F1 sports film crew has been 
following the University of Bolton 
students’ motorsports adventures for 
a number of months and plans to air 
features detailing the efforts of the 
‘Fast Track to Formula One’ project 
next month.

Not bad for a programme ludicrously 
dismissed by local media as a “vanity 
project” when it began.                        v      
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QUALIFYING by Joe Saward

LANDO - HOPE AND GLORY
The qualifying sessions in Sochi were treacherous, with the conditions just about OK for slick tyres in the final minutes of Q3.  
It was tricky and with FP3 having been cancelled because of the weather, the teams were scrambling. Through it all came 
Lando Norris, Carlos Sainz and George Russell...

What had happened on Friday in Sochi 
was of little real relevance by the 
time qualifying kicked off on Saturday 
afternoon. It had rained torrential 
throughout the morning, making it 
impossible for F1 to do anything but 
sit around and hope that he weather 
forecasts would be right and that 
the bad weather would pass. After 
the recent debacle at Spa, this was a 
worry, but gradually the light improved 
and the clouds moved along. The 
conditions were treacherous from the 
beginning, a fact that was highlighted 
when no lesser a figure than Lewis 
Hamilton came into the pit lane in Q3 
and knocked off his front wing against  
the pit wall...

The Q1 session had been run with 
everyone using the Pirelli intermediate 
tyres. Max Verstappen, who was taking 
an engine penalty to add to his three-
place grid penalty from Monza, did 
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not even go for a time. The times got 
faster as that track dried out with hte 
only major incident being a spin for 
Giovinazzi. Things were a little frantic in 
the closing stages as everyone tried to 
get a lap in at the right time. In the end 
it was not really a surprise to see the 
two Alfa Romeos and the two Haases 
knocked out, along with Verstappen’s 
Red Bull.

The conditions were little better in 
Q2 but once again the order changed 
rapidly as the track dried. It was close 
and we lost Vettel, Gasly, Tsunoda, 
Latifi and Leclerc.

But Q3 would be the most exciting as 
the conditions were such that there 
was a chance that drivers could use 
slick tyres. They all started on inters 
but it was not long before Russell, 
with the least to lose, decided to go 
for it. he was followed by Norris, Sainz 
and Ricciardo. And then the rest of 
them... There were lots of incidents 
with Hamilton and Sainz both spinning 
but as the minutes ticked away it was 
clear that those who had jumped to 
slicks earliest gained the most as they 
were able to get temperature into their 
tyres.
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Russell looked like he might even be 
on for pole position at one point, but 
George was having a wild time.

“It was high risk, high reward,” he 
admitted. “I almost crashed straight 
after I came out of the pits, but I saved 
it all for the last lap.”

The story was the same for everyone.

“It was a manic session,” said Lando 
Norris, as he celebrated his first pole 
position. “The team did an amazing 
job, but it was tough but it paid off so I 
am a happy boy! It’s an amazing feeling 
to get pole and something I’ve always 
dreamed of since I was a kid. So now I 
can finally tick that off.”

Daniel Ricciardo qualified fifth and was 
happy with that.

“I’m glad we got to get the session done 
– who would’ve thought we’d finish 
on slicks when there was a chance of 
not even doing qualifying today? So, it 
was fun. It was actually really fun! We 
enjoyed it.

“Congrats to Lando on his first 
pole, and to the team – to keep the 
momentum of Monza is really cool. 
So, everyone is really upbeat. From a 
position point of view, I’m okay with 
fifth. I think it obviously puts us in good 

55



shape for tomorrow. Those conditions 
today were so hit and miss, you could 
gain or lose time so easily. There were 
certainly a few corners that bit me, but 
it’s all good.”

Sainz was delighted with second.

“It’s been a tough quali session but I’m 
proud how we managed the situation 
to end up putting a great lap together 
for P2,” he said. “I like these tricky 
conditions and I really enjoyed that last 
attempt on the slicks. We were one of 
the first ones to cross the line and the 
wait was tense, as the track was drying 
quickly. The front row for tomorrow 
is a good result, and I’m happy - but I 
would have preferred to keep pole!”

Things were less good for Charles 
Leclerc, but he knew that he would 
be at the back because of the need to 
change his power unit.

“The conditions today were not ones 
we experience very often during a 
season,” he said, “but they are those 
with which, recently, we have struggled 
the most. So, despite knowing that 
we would start from the back row 
tomorrow, we decided it was a good 
opportunity to get out, rack up some 
mileage and learn for the future. I think 
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we achieved that goal today. I really 
enjoyed driving.”

Laurent Mekies admitted that the 
change of engine was not ideal.

“The choice we made comes at a heavy 
cost for now, but it will pay off in the 
coming races,” he said. “We decided 
he should at least go out in Q1 so he 
could check the handling of his car in 
the wet and in fact Charles was very 
competitive.”

Third place for Russell was impressive.

“We’re riding a wave at the moment 
and it feels pretty great,” George said. 
“I I knew it would be slicks for the 
end of the session and I managed to 
get the tyres in a good window and 
was building up to the limit to give it 
everything I had on the last lap. Many 
people have said in the past that third 
is the best place to start in Sochi. I 
won’t be doing anything crazy but if 
there’s an opportunity there tomorrow 
I’ll go for it.”

Nicholas Latifi was also doing well - and 
was 14th fastest, although he then had 
to take a penalty that dropped him to 
18th.

“The pace felt very strong today,” he 
said. “You never know how well you’ll 
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be able to switch on the tyres in the 
wet weather, but when I first hit the 
brakes I could tell the grip was there 
and it felt good, which clearly wasn’t 
the case for everyone. Even on a track 
that was constantly improving, the lap 
I set in the middle of Q1 was enough to 
get me through to Q2.”

Fourth on the grid, despite his various 
dramas was Lewis Hamilton.

“I made a mistake in the pit lane and 
I’m incredibly disappointed with that,” 
he admitted. “Up until then, I was in the 
groove, I was in the zone and I am really 
sorry for all the team that are here and 
back at the factory because obviously 
that’s not what you expect from a 
champion. I’ll do my best tomorrow 
to try and rectify it. At the end, it was 
so slippery when you don’t have any 
temperature and without the time 
for that second push lap, we couldn’t 
set the time of the guys ahead. Those 
cars up front have got good pace and 
it definitely won’t be easy tomorrow. “

Things were less good for Valtteri 
Bottas, who always goes well in Sochi. 
He set the seventh fastest time but 
would end up down in 16th place 
after taking a 15-place grid penalty for 
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changing elemnts within the power 
unit.

“Q1 and Q2 were going well, we seemed 
to be strong in the Inter conditions but 
in the end when it started to dry, we 
came in and obviously we were hopeful 
to get two timed laps,’ he said. “In the 
end, we only got one and couldn’t get 
the tyres to work in one lap, it was too 
difficult to get the temperature into 
them. All the cars ahead of us got at 
least two laps and that was the issue. 
It’s not great but nowhere near over 
yet, we have a strong car and I’ve had 
strong pace all weekend.”

Next in the pecking order was Fernando 
Alonso in his Alpine, who qualified 
sixth, and with Esteban Ocon starting 
ninth, Alpine was in a solid position for 
Sunday.

“I’m happy with sixth position in 
qualifying as the conditions weren’t 
easy out there today,” Fernando said. 
“It was very stressful as we’ve never 
run in the wet in Sochi. There was no 
time to experiment and find where 
the grip was on the track. But, in the 
end, we were competitive in both wet 
and damp conditions. I also lost about 
five tenths of a second on my final lap 
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in Q3, so I could have qualified even 
higher than sixth.”

Ocon admitted that he was a bit 
frustrated.

“We weren’t able to optimise Q3 in 
the changing conditions,” he said. 
“Ultimately, we didn’t put the right 
tyres on at the right time in Q3 and we 
missed out on two attempts on softs at 
the end. There was definitely potential 
for more than 10th  today as I like these 
sessions in challenging conditions. On 
the positive side, we have both cars 
starting in the top 10 and it’s not a bad 
starting position to be in.”

Eighth in the session, but tsrating 
seventh thanks to Bottas’s penalty was 
Lance Stroll, who always goes well in 
the wet.

“I am happy that we made it into Q3 
and P7 is a good starting position to 
fight for points tomorrow,” he said. “We 
made a decent step forward compared 
to yesterday and the team did a good 
job in challenging conditions. I do think 
there was more on the table on the 
last lap, though. What affected the 
lap most was traffic in the last sector 
(caused by Sergio Perez) and my lap 
time was hurt under braking into Turns 
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13, 14 and 15. I also had issues with 
Daniel (Ricciardo) getting in my way in 
Q1. It was a bit frustrating. Still, it is a 
long run to the first braking point here 
and there is a lot of slipstreaming, so 
let us see what happens.”

Sebastian Vettel just missed out on Q3 
but was moved up to 10th on the grid 
thanks to Bottas’s penalties.

“We definitely had the potential to 
have a much better result today,” Vettel 
said. “I think we had the pace to easily 
progress to Q3, but I had traffic on my 
final run (from Yuki Tsunoda) and I just 
missed out. I am annoyed with myself 
because I should have put in a better 
time the lap before as well. It means 
we are starting on the edge of the top 
10 and unfortunately overtaking is not 
so easy here.”

It seems to be a little odd to not yet 
have mentioned Red Bull Racing, but 
the team was not havinga a great time.

Sergio Perez qualified ninth (although 
he would start eighth) and Max 
Verstappen was at the back having 
changed power units.

“Things were looking really promising 
and we had a strong Q1 and Q2,” said 
Perez, “but in the changing weather and 
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track conditions, timing is important 
and in hindsight we probably could 
have tried slick tyres one lap earlier.

“As we know anything can happen in 
the race and a positive to take from 
today is that the car was performing 
very well in the wet.”

Verstappen had little choice to accept 
the penalties.

“We decided not to do too many laps 
in qualifying as the risk of having a 
moment or an accident would not be 
worth it, especially as I’m starting from 
the back of the grid tomorrow,” he said. 
“The track conditions were fine and 
there was good grip, I think it will be 
similar conditions during the race. The 
team did a great job and I’m confident 
that we made a good decision about 
how we set up the car. It’s always tricky 
as naturally the midfield will be a bit 
closer but it will be important to go 
out there and score as many points as 
possible.

“Hopefully we can have a fun race!”

There were frustrations as well at 
Scuderia AlphaTauri, where Pierre 
Gasly failed to get through to Q3 and 
ended up 11th on the grid.
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“I don’t have too much to say right 
now, I think we had the pace to 
easily make it through to Q3, so I’m 
obviously frustrated,” he said. “In Q1 
I was really fast in these conditions, I 
felt comfortable in the car and could 
push straight away. However, for Q2 
I stayed out on just one set of tyres, 
that were completely used by the end 
of the session. I think this was a big 
mistake from our side. It’s a missed 
opportunity.”

Yuki Tsunoda would start 12th and was 
fairly pleased with the result after a 
few difficult races.

“I made it through to Q2 which is 
a step-up for me, particularly after 
yesterday,” he said. “My mechanics 
worked hard last night to get the car in 
a better position coming into qualifying 
today and I felt a bit more confident in 
the car. Obviously, the conditions were 
completely different to yesterday’s 
sessions, but we’ll hopefully see 
more improvements tomorrow, in dry 
conditions.”

The Alfa Romeo team had Kimi 
Raikkonen in 13th place, but Antonio 
Giovinazzi was back in 17th, after 
getting a five-place grid penalty for 
changing his gearbox, after crashing 
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in the FP2 session on Friday. With no 
chance to try the car before qualifying, 
it was always going to be tough for the 
Italian.

“The conditions weren’t too bad out 
there but we lacked a bit of grip,” Kimi 
said. “The balance of the car was OK, 
but we were just on the edge all the 
time – and when that goes over the 
limit, it goes quickly. The more lap we 
did the better it got, but in the end we 
just couldn’t get more out of it.”

Giovinazzi was disappointed.

“I had an issue with the brakes that 
made it difficult to drive, especially in 
the wet and not having run FP3,” he 
explained. “We need to understand 
what happened and fix it to have a 
better day tomorrow. We will have 
faster cars around us, starting from 
the back, so we will need to stay out of 
trouble.”

Down at the back as usual were the 
two Haas drivers and Nikita Mazepin 
was disappointed not to beat Mick 
Schumacher in front of his home 
crowd.

Mick Schumacher qualified 17th but 
ended up 14th on the grid thanks to 
penalties doled out.
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“I was hoping for maybe a secret 
Q2 appearance, that would’ve been 
great,” he admitted. “The lap felt OK - I 
think there were maybe a few mistakes 
– maybe two or three tenths in it, but 
that wouldn’t have been enough to go 
to Q2, but at least we’re close.

“I’m a bit frustrated but very happy 
on the other side and I think we as a 
team did a great job. They’re the best 
conditions, honestly. You get thrown 
into the cold water and essentially 
if you’re the fastest to find your way 
around the track, you will be the fastest 
on track.”

Mazepin had looked pretty competitive 
but in the Q sessions things went awry.

“I finally got the balance right, set the 
steering wheel settings right, got the 
temperatures in the window to get 
comfortable, did a decent lap and then 
we boxed,” he said. “I was just really 
struggling out there. That one lap, I felt 
that the track wasn’t quite dry enough 
to get the tyres going.”

As night fell on Saturday, we 
wondered what the weather would do 
overnight.                           v      
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FREE PRACTICE FP1 FREE PRACTICE FP2 FREE PRACTICE FP3
1 V Bottas Mercedes 1:34.427
2 M Verstappen Red Bull 1:34.638
3 L Hamilton Mercedes 1:34.654
4 C Leclerc Ferrari 1:35.117
5 S Vettel Aston Martin 1:35.781
6 P Gasly AlphaTauri 1:35.794
7 C Sainz Ferrari 1:35.811
8 L Norris McLaren 1:35.959
9 S Perez Red Bull 1:36.188
10 F Alonso Alpine 1:36.225
11 E Ocon Alpine 1:36.236
12 L Stroll Aston Martin 1:36.522
13 A Giovinazzi Alfa Romeo 1:36.795
14 D Ricciardo McLaren 1:36.877
15 K Raikkonen Alfa Romeo 1:36.952
16 Y Tsunoda AlphaTauri 1:37.794
17 G Russell Williams 1:38.013
18 N Latifi Williams 1:38.155
19 N Mazepin Haas 1:38.586
20 M Schumacher Haas 1:38.977

1 V Bottas Mercedes 1:33.593
2 L Hamilton Mercedes 1:33.637
3 P Gasly AlphaTauri 1:33.845
4 L Norris McLaren 1:34.154
5 E Ocon Alpine 1:34.402
6 M Verstappen Red Bull 1:34.621
7 C Sainz Ferrari 1:34.678
8 F Alonso Alpine 1:34.762
9 S Vettel Aston Martin 1:34.837
10 C Leclerc Ferrari 1:34.925
11 S Perez Red Bull 1:34.938
12 K Raikkonen Alfa Romeo 1:35.052
13 G Russell Williams 1:35.094
14 A Giovinazzi Alfa Romeo 1:35.178
15 L Stroll Aston Martin 1:35.334
16 N Latifi Williams 1:35.411
17 D Ricciardo McLaren 1:35.630
18 Y Tsunoda AlphaTauri 1:35.954
19 N Mazepin Haas 1:36.099
20 M Schumacher Haas 1:36.230

The third practice session was cancelled because 
of bad weather
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QUALIFYING Q1 QUALIFYING Q2 QUALIFYING Q3

Grid positions are indicated in white

* Bottas was give a 15-place grid penalty for additional power unit elemnts
** Latifi was required to start from the back because of addiitonal power unit elements
*** Leclerc was required to start from the back because of addiitonal power unit elements
**** Giovinazzi was given a five-place grid penalty  because of a replacement gearbox
***** Verstappen was required to start from the back because of addiitonal power unit elements, in addition a three-place grid penalty for causing a collision in Monza

1 L Hamilton Mercedes 1:45.992
2 V Bottas Mercedes 1:46.396
3 S Perez Red Bull 1:46.455
4 S Vettel Aston Martin 1:47.205
5 L Norris McLaren 1:47.238
6 P Gasly AlphaTauri 1:47.828
7 F Alonso Alpine 1:47.877
8 C Sainz Ferrari 1:47.924
9 E Ocon Alpine 1:48.099
10 N Latifi Williams 1:48.252
11 G Russell Williams 1:48.303
12 L Stroll Aston Martin 1:48.322
13 D Ricciardo McLaren 1:48.345
14 C Leclerc Ferrari 1:48.470
15 Y Tsunoda AlphaTauri 1:48.854
13 K Raikkonen Alfa Romeo 1:49.586
14 M Schumacher Haas 1:49.830
17 A Giovinazzi **** Alfa Romeo 1:51.023
15 N Mazepin Haas 1:53.764
20 M Verstappen ***** Red Bull No time

1 L Hamilton Mercedes 1:45.129
2 V Bottas Mercedes 1:45.506
3 F Alonso Alpine 1:45.514
4 L Norris McLaren 1:45.827
5 S Perez Red Bull 1:45.834
6 E Ocon Alpine 1:46.070
7 L Stroll Aston Martin 1:46.360
8 D Ricciardo McLaren 1:46.361
9 G Russell Williams 1:46.435
10 C Sainz Ferrari 1:46.521
10 S Vettel Aston Martin 1:46.573
11 P Gasly AlphaTauri 1:46.641
12 Y Tsunoda AlphaTauri 1:46.751
18 N Latifi ** Williams No time
19 C Leclerc *** Ferrari No time

1 L Norris McLaren 1:41.993
2 C Sainz Ferrari 1:42.510
3 G Russell Williams 1:42.983
4 L Hamilton Mercedes 1:44.050
5 D Ricciardo McLaren 1:44.156
6 F Alonso Alpine 1:44.204
16 V Bottas * Mercedes 1:44.710
7 L Stroll Aston Martin 1:44.956
8 S Perez Red Bull 1:45.337
9 E Ocon Alpine 1:45.865
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MAN OF THE CENTURY!

When the rain came, Lewis Hamilton came through to score his 100th GP victory.
But the champion wasn’t the only Briton who starred in Russia

RACE REPORT by David Tremayne
68
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After the adventures and changing 
conditions in qualifying, the grid had 
an unusual look to it. And tension you 
could feel in your toes. There, on an 
excellent – and first – pole position, sat 
Lando Norris in his McLaren, further 
proof of the great team’s resurgence. 
And next there was his old mucker, 
Carlos Sainz, taking a front-row start 
for the first time for Ferrari, also on the 
up again. And George Russell was an 

excellent third for Williams. “Two top 
three positions in the last four races,” 
the soon-to-be-a-Merc driver mused. 
Three young drivers still seeking their 
first win, the first time we’d seen a grid 
like that since 1975. Made you think…

Imagine that, two Brits in the top three, 
and neither of them Lewis Hamilton… 
The man himself was fourth, cursing 
the timing of qualifying which left both 

him and team-mate Valtteri Bottas 
only a lap in which to try and defend 
their first and second places when the 
switch to slicks came. And his bump 
into the pit wall and subsequent rear 
wing-bending spin…

There was more tough luck for 
Mercedes prior to the race, after it had 
changed the Finn to his fifth power 
unit and associated gubbins – fifth 

turbocharger and fifth MGU-H – to 
bring another engine into the pool. 
This earned him a 15 grid place drop, 
so he joined Charles Leclerc and Max 
Verstappen who had incurred similar 
penalties for the same reasons. Thus 
the Brackley team lost its champion’s 
potential wingman, who last won a 
race a year ago. Meanwhile, Williams 
had also given Nicholas Latifi a new 
PU and bits after an hydraulic problem 
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had prevented him running hard in 
Q2, and a gearbox change for Antonio 
Giovinazzi also dropped him back.

They started 16th (Valtteri), 17th 
(Antonio), 18th (Nicholas), 19th 
(Charles) and 20th (Max), and while the 
Canadian would start on the medium 
Pirellis like most others, the other four 
joined Fernando Alonso, Sergio Perez 
and Pierre Gasly by opting for the hards 
for their first stints.

With three strong runners all out of 
position, and Lewis only fourth, we had 
a mag race in prospect.

On the sidelines, veteran F1 stalwart 
Graham ‘Smudger’ Smith was attending 
his 600th GP, while it also marked 
the 600th Grand Prix this writer has 
reported. Potentially, and rather more 
significantly, it was Franz Tost’s Alpha 
Tauri team’s 300th, and one that could 
deliver to Lewis his 100th win, though 
he admitted that he was babying his 
power unit. “Of course, I’ve lost one 
engine, Valtteri’s had several. And 
there’s been others that Mercedes 
have seen up and down the paddock,” 
he said. “So right now my I’m trying 
to treat my engine with absolute care 
when I’m driving, in terms of how much 
I’m gassing it, how much I’m revving 

the thing, revving the nuts off it, just 
really trying to minimise the laps that I 
do. But who knows? I can’t control the 
future.”

Nor, it transpired, could he control the 
start, even though the F2s had laid 
down some nice rubber streaks on the 
right-hand side of the grid. Lando got 
away first, and Lewis towed up nicely, 
but when the McLaren driver moved 
right near the end of the 900 metre run 
towards Turn 2, he had to back off. At the 
same time, Carlos Sainz had got what 
he later called a “perfect launch” in his 
Ferrari once he gathered momentum 
after a slight initial hiccough, and as he 
edged ahead of the Williams to his left 
he was able to slalom through on the 
left of the McLaren as Lando protected 
himself from Lewis, and stuck the red 
car into the lead.

The opening lap was as messy as you’d 
expect, and as Carlos led Lando by 
1.2s at the end of it, George was third 
from fast-starting Lance Stroll and 
Fernando Alonso, as Daniel Ricciardo 
also muscled past Lewis. Sergo was 
eighth, followed by Esteban Ocon, 
Kimi Raikkonen and Sebastian Vettel. 
Incredibly, Charles had his Ferrari up to 
12th from 19th, followed by homeboy 
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Nikita Mazepin, who also made a 
strong getaway, Pierre Gasly, Valtteri, 
Nicholas, Max, Mick Schumacher, 
Antonio and Yuki Tsunoda.

As things settled into the inevitable 
DRS train up front, Max was soon on 
Valtteri’s tail in 14th and 15th places, 
as Nikita quickly fell to 16th. Max then 
stole Valtteri’s place with a move which 
the Finn appeared to do nothing to 
discourage, and after passing Pierre on 
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lap eight quickly began to close up on 
Charles, whom he succeeded in passing 
on lap 10 to run 12th. It was a close-
run thing, however. As Charles was 
looking to go outside Seb for 11th, and 
did so before running wide and being 
repassed, Max dived for the inside 
but had to back out after rubbing the 
Ferrari’s right rear wheel with his left 
front endplate. He was able to pounce 
immediately afterwards, however, and 
neither car sustained any damage.

Meantime, as it was clear that Lewis 
was stuck behind the second McLaren, 
the first one was closing on the leading 
Ferrari. But soon both Carlos and 
Lando were reporting the first signs of 
tyre degradation. “This is more difficult 
than expected,” the former said; “My 
front left is completely gone,” the latter 
reported.

It was Lance who pitted first. Just after 
Lando had pinched the lead from 

Carlos with a super move in Turn 4, 
Aston Martin brought its man in on lap 
13 for hards and got a decent undercut 
on George, who pitted a lap later.

That made the front runners think. 
Ferrari pitted Carlos, and his was a slow 
stop after a problem with the left rear. 
Esteban and Kimi also pitted.

At this stage Lewis was in a 
management period and was obliged 
to run as long as possible to alleviate 
the likely problem of getting undercut, 
and it was Max who was setting the 
pace with fastest lap of 1m40.295s 
on the 16th lap, and then 1m40.278s 
on the 18th. Despite intervening cars, 
the Dutchman was only five seconds 
off the Briton, who was just over 10s 
behind Lando but right on DannyRic’s 
gearbox as they battled over third 
place. Another papaya orange 1-2 
was further testimony to McLaren’s 
recently improved pace.

Interestingly, after all the rain on 
Saturday, the track was now rubbering 
in rather nicely, and several drivers 
were finding that graining on their 
mediums was getting cleaned up again, 
an unseen factor which threatened to 
penalise the early stoppers.
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By lap 20 Max was threatening 
Fernando for fifth, but didn’t quite 
have enough to get on to terms with 
the Spaniard’s hard-tyred Alpine.

Around this time there was a bit of 
drizzle in the pitlane, but it didn’t 
amount to much, though ominously 
most reports said there was a 70% 
chance of rain in the closing stages.

As Lando made it look oh so easy, as 
if he had been leading Grands Prix all 
his life, Lewis was being hounded for 
second place by Sergio, Fernando and 
Max, once DannyRic had been pitted 
on lap 22. But with some clear air at 
last Lewis was able to start stretching 
his legs, while Max was complaining 
that he couldn’t turn the car as his tyres 
lost their edge. Lewis set the fastest lap 
in 1m39.908s on lap 24, but that was 
immediately bettered by DannyRic 
with 1m39.124s. Then both Lewis and 
Max pitted on lap 26, the former falling 
to ninth, the latter 12th. Again, Max 
had a slower stop, though nothing like 
as bad as he’d had at Monza.

McLaren finally brought Lando in on lap 
28, and he fell behind Sergio, Fernando 
and Charles. Max banged in fastest lap 
in 1m38.396s that lap, but when Lewis 
lowered that to 1m38.244s on lap 30 

Toto Wolff told him: “Lewis, you can 
win this!” That looked more and more 
likely when he set a new lap speed on 
1m38.009s on lap 31, as Lando lapped 
in 1m38.788s. But the younger Briton 
relieved Charles of third place on lap 
34 and was closing in on Sergio and 

Ferdy when they pitted on laps 36 and 
37 respectively. So now it was a straight 
fight between the two Brits, and 
gradually the gap came down, from 5s 
on lap 34 to 1.8s on lap 40, then 1.3s 
by lap 44. By lap 47 Lewis had DRS, 
but still Lando looked – and sounded 

– completely calm and very, very 
consistent. They’d been checking out 
each other’s lap times, and after Lewis 
had shaved down to 1m37.770s on 
lap 38, Lando punched in what would 
stand as the best lap with 1m37.423s 
on lap 39.
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That was when teams started telling 
their drivers that rain was likely within 
10 laps. And as Lando kept Lewis’s 
challenge under control, with the 
panache of a veteran, Carlos was 
looking strong in third as he fended off 
the close attentions of Sergio (going 
well on his mediums), DannyRic, 
Fernando (also on mediums now) and 
Max. Checo had actually come out 
ahead of his team leader, and with 
his tyre advantage and the need to 
maximise Constructors’ points, Red 
Bull daren’t sacrifice the Mexican’s 
track position to the Dutchman. At this 
stage, Max was screwed, especially as 
he had Charles closing in.

The rain arrived on lap 46, but only as 
something of a drizzle around the Turns 
5 to 7 area. Lance was the first to box 
for intermediates on lap 47, followed 
by team-mate Seb, but as George 
followed suit neither Lando nor Lewis 
believed it was necessary to ditch their 
slicks. Lando ran very wide on lap 47, 
but Lewis couldn’t quite capitalize, and 
next time round things had stabilised.

Lewis refused an instruction to pit on 
lap 48, and when he was informed 
that the track was very slippery, Lando 
responded: “Just shut up!” In the 

end Lewis came in on lap 49, as did 
DannyRic and Max. Lando remained 
adamant, it was okay. And for moments 
it was. As he was asked whether it was 
time for inters, he replied “No!” But 
no sooner had the track started to 
dry that it began raining harder, and 

suddenly Lando was all over the place 
before going off in Turn 2 and finally 
and oh so reluctantly instructing his 
crew that he was coming in at the end 
of lap 51. This was tragic, in sporting 
terms, for he had done everything 
absolutely right up until that point, 

under the strongest pressure from the 
sport’s best driver, and now it was all 
unravelling. Worse still, as he came in 
he slid back out over the blue and white 
pitlane lines, before recrossing them to 
enter the pits properly. Later, he would 
be summoned to the stewards for that 
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on in practice; touched the pit wall 
and then spun and hit the Turn 5 wall 
backwards in Q3; and then didn’t get 
a great start in the race. But he was 
patient, fast when he needed to be, 
and when the rain came he came 
through to score his 100th Grand Prix 
victory in challenging circumstances.

“Wow... 100!” he mused. “It’s taken a 
long time and I wasn’t even sure the 

race. Fernando clung on to a feisty 
sixth, underlining his calibre yet again, 
while the luckless Lando recovered 
to seventh ahead of Kimi, Sergio and 
George, who completed the points 
finishers.

Lewis rightly looked very relaxed and 
happy afterwards. He’d made it hard 
for himself when he knocked over a 
mechanic after leaving ‘brake magic’ 

100th Grand Prix victory. Behind him, 
there was chaos. As Lando slithered 
round to his pit he lost so much time 
that Max, incredibly, found himself in 
second place from 20th on the grid. 
Seven laps earlier he had been lost in 
seventh… Carlos was still third, from 
DannyRic. Valtteri, who had been a 
woeful 14th on lap 46, had pitted 
before Lewis on lap 47 and was now a 
lucky fifth after a thoroughly lacklustre 

minor indiscretion. With commendable 
understanding in the circumstances, 
Garry Connelly, Mathieu Remmerle, 
Enrique Bernoldi and George Andreev 
just issued a reprimand.

Now everything was up in the air. Lewis 
and Lando had been nearly a minute 
ahead when the rain came, so Lewis 
was able to tiptoe round in the lead 
after his pit call to score his historic 
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100th would come! Going to bed last 
night I wasn’t the happiest with the job 
I did yesterday. I watched the replay 
over and over again; they were subtle 
mistakes but I was so determined to 
put things right when I woke up this 
morning.

“Today was tough. I lost a lot of ground 
at the start, just trying to stay out of 
trouble. But I was patient. At the end of 
the first stint I was in no man’s land. I’d 
been able to start going flat-out to see 
what pace I had, but when I came back 
out I had no idea where I was or who I’d 
be fighting. Then at the end, when the 
rain came, I didn’t want to let Lando 
go by boxing. Of course I didn’t know 
what the rain was doing, it was just 
my feeling, but I’m incredibly grateful 
to the strategy team for the job they 
did today. It would have been so easy 
to put it in the wall, and I’m thankful I 
kept it on the ground. But I don’t know 
if I could have got by Lando if it hadn’t 
rained.

“Getting anywhere near 100 victories 
wouldn’t be possible without the hard 
work of the men and women here and 
back at the factory, I’m so grateful to 
them - it just feels so special.



“It was bittersweet to see my old team 
ahead, they’re doing so well powered 
by Mercedes and it’s good to see them 
united again. Max did a good job to 
come up from second to last. Those 
Red Bulls are so fast! He did a great job, 
mega damage limitation! The battle 
continues and we know we need to be 
on top form over the remaining races.”

“I don’t know where to start…” Lando 
began before drying up as he tried to 
keep a smile on his face. “Obviously 
I’m unhappy, devastated in a way. But 
it was my call to stay out. It was the 
wrong one in the end, but it was my 
call, my decision, and I thought it was 
the way to go.”

Sportingly, he had diverted to 
congratulate Lewis on his victory, and 
later they discussed their individual 
strategies. Both agreed that they felt 
they should stay out, and while taking 
it on the chin Lando stressed that it 
wasn’t his team’s fault even though 
there were extenuating circumstances.

“They told me it would only be 
drizzling,” he said. “So it was my 
decision, but there was something we 
didn’t know about further rain coming, 
which Mercedes seemed to know.
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“We weren’t hanging about before the 
pit stop, and when the rain first came 
the slick was by far the tyre to be on. 
But then it rained a hell of a lot more 
and the intermediate was the right 
tyre…”

Lewis was once again highly 
complimentary of his countryman’s 
performance. “He’s been doing an 
incredible job, his team, too. An 
amazing job. His pace was great, and 
it would have been tough to pass him 
without traffic or a mistake, and he 
wasn’t making them at all.”

Smiling wanly, Lando said, “People keep 
saying nice things to me, to look at the 
positives. But when you are fighting for 
the win and you don’t get it, you don’t 
want to look at the positives. Once I’ve 
got this disappointment out of the way, 
I’ll think of them. But right now it’s a 
tough one to take.

“When I was near the wall and spun, 
it was almost impossible when it’s 
wet like that. Lewis and I were both 
making mistakes when it was drizzling, 
but at that stage half the track was 
still dry. And it’s different when you 

are the leading car and another guy is 
pressuring you, you can’t afford to take 
chances.

“I did what I thought was right all 
through the race and in the end 
I’m happy with everything bar that 
decision.”

Russia might have been a bruising 
disappointment, but it’s been obvious 
for some time now that when it comes 
to scoring his first Grand Prix victory, 
in Lando’s case it’s a matter of when, 
not if. And it was clear that if the rain 



had waited another five laps, he’d be 
celebrating it now.

Max deserved some good luck, after 
Baku, Silverstone and Hungary, but 
even he was surprised with how much 
payback he received in finishing second 
after starting so far back.

“Wow, we’ll definitely take that result!” 
he beamed. “Of course, to come from 
last to second is very good and when 
I woke up this morning I definitely 
didn’t expect this result.” Red Bull 
had actually said it would have been 
satisfied with fifth.

“To finish where we did with the 
penalty we had, we didn’t lose as many 
points as we could have, so as a team 
we did a really good job. It was a crucial 
call to change to the inters, it was really 
slippery on track and we made a great 
decision with the timing and took the 
right lap to pit. A lot of things can 
happen when you’re starting from the 
back of the grid, especially on the first 
lap when other cars are fighting each 
other, but we stayed out of trouble, 
kept it clean, and managed our race 
very well. The race itself was not very 
easy, it was difficult to pass other cars 
and once you got stuck it was easy to 
damage your tyres, but luckily in the 
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end the rain helped us make the last 
jump in positions.”

“This was a tricky but positive weekend 
for me, with a good quallie and a 
strong race where I gave absolutely 
everything,” Carlos said as he celebrated 
his third podium for the Scuderia. “We 
made a perfect start from the dirty side, 
braking late into Turn 2 and risking it 
on the outside of Lando to get into the 

lead. Unfortunately, we suffered from 
graining and couldn’t hold P1 for much 
longer and had to pit early.

“After the first stop, we had a very good 
stint, managing the hard tyre in traffic 
and then pushing in clean air, on course 
for a reasonably comfortable P3 before 
the rain came and made everything a 
lot trickier. With the used hard it was 
clear to me we needed to box for inters 

and together with the team we made 
the right decision at the right moment, 
regaining P3!

“It’s a happy podium but I think as a 
team we need to keep analysing what 
we can do better to make sure next 
time a Ferrari is leading we are less 
vulnerable.”



Charles had been fighting Max for 
seventh just before the rain came, and 
stayed out too long as he spun and lost 
a lot of time which dropped him down 
to a 15th place finish after he’d stopped 
for intermediates.

“What a disappointing end to an 
otherwise extremely positive race! 
I had a good start, gaining a few 
positions. Everything looked really 
promising, I made lots of overtakes and 
my pace was strong. Things suddenly 
changed when it started to rain at the 
very end of the race. Carlos was ahead 
and decided to pit for inters, while I still 
had some doubts. I tried to do another 
lap on slicks, hoping that the rain 
would decrease. But it started pouring 
down and it was just impossible to go 
on without pitting with two laps to go. 
That was basically the end of my race, 
which is a real shame.”

“It probably looked more comfortable 
than it was when I was holding off 
Lewis in the first stint, “DannyRic said. 
“I made a good start but at one stage 
I had to lift and tuck back in so all the 
good work was lost. But I managed 
to get Lewis and Fernando back with 
some good passes. I’m not as confident 
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as I was at Monza, but I’ll keep working 
on it.

“As for Lando’s race, my understanding 
is that he could have been first or 
second, but it was a bit of a disaster 
at the end. Speaking purely for myself 
and my own race at that stage, I was 
asking the pitwall for intel as the track 
was dry in places. I had an off in Turn 7 
and got so close to the wall that It was 
not even a close call for me to pit, but I 
needed that intel. Actually, in hindsight 
stopping a lap earlier would have been 
even better.”

“Firstly, congrats to Lewis on the win 
and his 100th victory,” Valtteri said. 
“From my side, it was a difficult race 
and not an easy day, but the situation 
at the end with the rain saved it for 
me. Before that, I was struggling to 
progress through the field. It was much 
more difficult than I thought it would 
be, because I just couldn’t follow 
through the corners - I was getting big 
understeer. I couldn’t carry the speed 
and get close enough to overtake, and 
other cars were finding it easier to 
follow closely. Then the rain arrived, I 
wanted to stop one lap earlier but the 
team wasn’t quite ready, but we were 
still one of the first cars to stop, which 

was good. I managed to climb up the 
order and score some good points, 
which is positive after a tricky day.”

“In terms of the race, I think it would 
have been difficult to get past Norris in 
the dry, as Lewis struggled to overtake 
Ricciardo even with DRS,” Toto Wolff 
said. “Norris managed the race very 

well, who knows what would have 
happened if the rain hadn’t arrived, 
but it did. This kind of decision is hugely 
difficult, it started to drizzle on half of 
the circuit, but we made the call and it 
paid off. We’d made the call a little bit 
earlier with Valtteri, and that brought 
him into contention after a challenging 

race and he did a great job to move up 
the field and into the top five.”

Sixth brought Alpine another eight 
valuable points, “but I think third 
place is more of a true reflection of 
our finishing position today,” Fernando 
said. “It all came down to luck in the 
end with the rain coming so late on. 



It was like a flip of a coin. Some cars 

stopped one lap earlier and I was in 

third position when it really started 

to rain. It was impossible to predict. 

Nevertheless, sixth is a good result 

for us and we deserved it. We looked 

competitive throughout the race, so 
there are lots of positives to take away.”

Kimi thought his eight place was a 
good result that he had fought hard 
for, and he was right. “We could keep 
up with our rivals in the dry but passing 
them was not easy, especially in the 
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DRS trains. In the end, we made the 

right call on the tyres: I thought it was 

getting too wet and we chose to box, 

which really helped us in the end. We 

did the best we could, and we have 

some points to show for it.”

For Sergio, Russia was another race 
that failed to deliver. “We were on for 
a podium today so I decided to take the 
risk in staying out on the slicks instead 
of pitting for inters. In the first and third 
sector it was pretty dry and you could 
get temperature into the tyres, so if it 



be proud of this. I struggled at the end 
on the Intermediate tyre as I was on a 
used set having gone through all of our 
sets in qualifying yesterday. In the end, 
it’s another point on the board so we’ll 
take it. It wasn’t the dream result but 
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then dried up those of us on the slicks 
would have made it work and those on 
the inters would have seen their race 
destroyed. In hindsight the slick wasn’t 
the right tyre and ultimately the timing 
of the rain meant some people got lucky 
today and others didn’t. We were on for 
a great result with a podium through 
pure merit and despite a slow pit stop 
we still managed to come through the 
field to third, but sometimes this is 
how racing is. The issue with the stop 
wasn’t a human error and I spoke with 
my pit crew after the race to check they 
were okay, because we’re obviously all 
disappointed.”

Starting third might have held the 
promise of better than a 10th place 
finish, but George felt he’d had a good 
race, especially as he’d used all four 
of his set of intermediates to get to 
that third on the grid and was thus 
disadvantaged in the final laps.

“I thought we had a really strong race 
today. We held our own and made no 
silly mistakes and that was our Grand 
Prix throughout. We held third for the 
first 12 laps and it was quite fun fighting 
for this position, trying to keep cars like 
the McLaren, the Mercedes’, and the 
Aston Martin behind, and we have to 

before the weekend if we’d have been 
offered 10th and another point, we 
would have taken it.”

Outside the points, at one stage Seb 
had been running sixth, but Lance 
didn’t see him as they ran in the spray 

and moved over on him and scraped 

him into the wall on lap 50. Both were 

able to continue, finishing 11th (Lance) 

and 12th (Seb). But Lance also collided 

with Pierre, and for that he was later 



82

penalized 10s and given two penalty 
points.

“In the early part of the race it was 
not easy to make much progress in the 
train of cars,” Seb said, “but when the 
rain came in the final few laps the race 
became a lottery. It felt like a 50/50 
call as to whether we should pit for 
intermediates. It felt like the rain would 
stay light, so we stayed out, but then it 
became much heavier and caught us 
out. So we had to pit in the end, which 
dropped us down the order. When you 
have rain late in the race it can give you 
a big opportunity, but it did not go our 
way today.

“I think it was an entertaining race for 
the fans and I am happy for Lewis to 
have won his 100th Grand Prix: a huge 
achievement and well deserved today.”

“It’s a real shame that the change in 
weather cost us a strong chance of 
a good result and plenty of points,” 
Lance said. “In hindsight, stopping 
one lap earlier for intermediates could 
have changed our race, but it’s always 
hard to judge when the conditions 
are evolving. I made the call for us to 
stay out and try to make it to the end, 
so it’s down to me. It’s even more 
disappointing considering we made a 



great start and got up to fourth in what 
was a really enjoyable battle in the first 
few corners. We made the undercut 
on George later on, which worked out 
nicely, but the second stint on the hard 
tyres was made more challenging by the 
DRS train of cars ahead, which always 
hurts the tyres, and then it rained. It 
became very slippery out there and I 
didn’t see Sebastian alongside me.”

After his fury in qualifying, Pierre was 
deeply disappointed to bring nothing 
home for Franz Tost, or himself, after 
further strategic shortcomings. “It’s 
not been a great weekend for us 
really, we missed a big opportunity 
yesterday in qualifying and again today 
we made the wrong decision with the 
slicks, which unfortunately means we 
finished out of the points. The pace 
was strong here and I think we had a 
good first stint, but we just didn’t utilise 
all the opportunities given to us this 
weekend, which is a real shame. We 
need to review everything from today 
and work out how we make the most 
out of these conditions in the future. 
It’s a weekend to forget.”

And team-mate Yuki’s race is 
best forgotten. “It’s obviously a 
disappointing day,” the little Japanese 
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racer said. “I’ve struggled with the 
balance of the car all weekend and 
it was the same today in the race, 
especially on the first lap where it was 
hard to keep it on the track.”

Esteban was another disappointed 
Frenchman. “It wasn’t a good race for 
us today and, in general, we haven’t 
had the pace all weekend,” the 
Hungarian winner said glumly. “It’s 
disappointing, of course, not to score 
points, especially when there was an 
opportunity at the end with the wet 
conditions. We didn’t make the right 
decision at the end and it was a risk to 
stay out on track on dry tyres.”

With Kimi scoring points, 16th was a 
tough pill for Antonio, especially in 
the face of all the rumours of Guanyu 
Zhou taking his place at Alfa Romeo 
next year. “It was an eventful race with 
lots going on,” he said. “I was hit in 
turn two and lost a few places there: 
in addition, I was without radio from 
the first lap, so it was impossible to 
communicate with the team. It’s been 
a difficult afternoon, especially when 
the rain started at the end of the race 
and I couldn’t talk to the pits about the 
tyre change.”
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Nicholas also had a miserable 
race, finishing 18th after retiring 
with accident damage on lap 47. 
“Unfortunately, I got caught out on the 
slicks at the end of the race when it 
started raining and made a mistake. I 
couldn’t slow down so spun at Turn 7 
and clipped the barrier which damaged 
the rear wing. At that point, there 
was nothing to play for and it made 
more sense to retire the car. It was a 
frustrating race because the car felt 
very nice to drive, possibly the nicest 
it’s felt, but I couldn’t make much 
progress at the beginning of the race 
or follow closely to the Haas in front 
during the key areas of the track.”

Nikita brought his Haas home last, 
having earlier received the black and 
white flag but then behaving perfectly 
when Lando and Lewis lapped him, 
while Mick Schumacher was told to 
retire his car on the 33rd lap due to an 
hydraulic problem.

Sochi has traditionally been a Mercedes 
stronghold and it desperately needed 
to win this one too, but it really 
didn’t need Red Bull to finish second. 
Christian Horner could barely conceal 
his glee, even though Max lost the 
Championship lead to Lewis again.
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“This is like a victory for us,” he said. 
“We hoped for a top five and came 
away with a podium. That’s fantastic! 
Everybody in the team is enjoying this, 
being competitive again. And it’ll be 
fascinating to see how this all unfolds.”

The relief of victory was evident on Toto 
Wolff’s face. “Those final few laps were 
so intense, but we managed to make 
the right calls and lead the field across 
the finish line. A big congratulations to 
Lewis on his 100th win. What we are 
witnessing is just mind-blowing. It’ll be 
talked about for the next few days, but 
it’ll only be years down the line when 
we realise that we’ve all been part of 
this journey. A journey no other driver 
in F1 history has done so far. That’s 
beyond race wins and championship 
victories, that is the very human part 
of all this.

“A big well done to the entire team 
for all their work and efforts, it’s been 
a little while since we had a race 
victory but I know results like this will 
fire everyone up even more to keep 
pushing until the end of the season.”

Seven rounds remain, and it’s still neck 
and neck.                   v      



FASTEST RACE LAPS
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1 L Norris McLaren 1:37.423
2 L Hamilton Mercedes 1:37.575
3 V Bottas Mercedes 1:38.216
4 P Gasly AlphaTauri 1:38.279
5 M Verstappen Red Bull 1:38.396
6 F Alonso Alpine 1:38.686
7 C Leclerc Ferrari 1:38.994
8 A Giovinazzi Alfa Romeo 1:39.058
9 D Ricciardo McLaren 1:39.124
10 S Perez Red Bull 1:39.215
11 S Vettel Aston Martin 1:39.251
12 C Sainz Ferrari 1:39.294
13 Y Tsunoda AlphaTauri 1:39.960
14 N Latifi Williams 1:40.000
15 M Schumacher Haas 1:40.276
16 K Raikkonen Alfa Romeo 1:40.289
17 L Stroll Aston Martin 1:40.464
18 G Russell Williams 1:40.596
19 E Ocon Alpine 1:40.598
20 N Mazepin Haas 1:41.713
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RUSSIAN GP, Sochi Autodrom, 26 September 2021 DRIVERS CONSTRUCTORS

* Stroll was given a 10-second time penalty for causing a collision

1 L Hamilton Mercedes 1:30.41.001 204.940  km/h
2 M Verstappen Red Bull 1:31.34.272 -  53.271
3 C Sainz Ferrari 1:31.43.476 -  62.475
4 D Ricciardo McLaren 1:31.46.608 - 65.607
5 V Bottas Mercedes 1:31.48.534 -  67.533
6 F Alonso Alpine 1:32.02.322 - 81.321
7 L Norris McLaren 1:32.08.225 -  87.224
8 K Raikkonen Alfa Romeo 1:32.09.956 -  88.955
9 S Perez Red Bull 1:32.11.077 - 90.076
10 G Russell Williams 1:32.21.552 -  100.551
11 L Stroll Aston Martin 1:32.37.199 * -  116.198
12 S Vettel Aston Martin - 52 laps
13 P Gasly AlphaTauri - 52 laps
14 E Ocon Alpine - 52 laps
15 C Leclerc Ferrari - 52 laps
16 A Giovinazzi Alfa Romeo - 52 laps
17 Y Tsunoda AlphaTauri - 52 laps
18 N Mazepin Haas - 51 laps
R N Latifi Williams Accident damage - 47 laps
R M Schumacher Haas Hydraulics - 32 laps

1 L Hamilton Mercedes 246.5
2 M Verstappen Red Bull 244.5
3 V Bottas Mercedes 151
4 L Norris McLaren 139
5 S Perez Red Bull 120
6 C Sainz Ferrari 112.5
7 C Leclerc Ferrari 104
8 D Ricciardo McLaren 95
9 P Gasly AlphaTauri 66
10 F Alonso Alpine 58
11 E Ocon Alpine 45
12 S Vettel Aston Martin 35
13 L Stroll Aston Martin 24
14 Y Tsunoda AlphaTauri 18
15 G Russell Williams 16
16 N Latifi Williams 7
17 K Raikkonen Alfa Romeo 6
18 A Giovinazzi Alfa Romeo 1

1 Mercedes AMG Petronas 397.5
2 Red Bull Racing Honda 364.5
3 McLaren 234
4 Scuderia Ferrari 216.5
5 Alpine 103
6 Scuderia AlphaTauri Honda 84
7 Aston Martin Cognizant 59
8 Williams Racing 23
9 Alfa Romeo Racing Orlen 7



SOCHI FORMULA 2/3 by Joe Saward

OSCAR PULLS AWAY... DENNIS FINISHES THE JOB

FORMULA 2 - RACE 1

DESPARATE DAN
Dan Ticktum is a man with talent but 
he has tended to get himself into 
trouble with wild moments and silly 
comments. He was recently ditched 
by Williams and knows that he has no 
future in Formula 1 (barring miracles). 
And so he had relaxed a bit. He seems 
less frenetic as a driver and talks openly 
about how he has managed to blow his 
opportunities. It’s quite refreshing in 
some ways.

In Sochi Ticktum qualified 10th 
quickest, which put him on pole for 
the first race. With the rains in Sochi 
the man on pole obviously had an 
advantage, not least because the race 
was started under a Safety Car. There 
was only one dry line but Ticktum drove 
perfectly all afternoon, not making any 

It was a difficult weekend for the Formula 2 and Formula 3 teams in Sochi, with the timetable changing, races being 
cancelled, floods in the paddock and treacherous track conditions
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mistakes to score his third Sprint race 
win in Formula 2.

The field was unchanged from Monza 
and there were few real surprises in 
qualifying with Oscar Piastri (Prema) 
setting the fastest lap ahead of Jehan 
Daruvala (Carlin), Theo Pourchaire 
(ART) and Guanyu Zhou (UNI-Virtuosi). 
With the top 10 reversed, pole position 
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for the first race went to Ticktum 
(Carlin) ahead of Juri Vips and Liam 
Lawson (Hitech) and local hero Robert 
Shwartzman (Prema).

Saturday morning in Sochi was so 
wet that it was quickly clear that the 
Formula 2 race was not going to happen 
until the afternoon at the earliest. This 
meant that there would  be room for 

two races for Formula 2 and Formula 3. 
There was simply no more space on the 
timetable. In an effort to ghekp matters 
the first Formula 3 was resheduled for 
Friday evening.

It was later afternoon on Saturday  
before F2 was able to race and the track 
had a dry line  but wa still very damp in 
places. The treacherous nature of the 
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     RACE 1 (18 laps)

1 D Ticktum Carlin 36.37.195
2 J Vips Hitech Grand Prix 36.41.617
3 R Shwartzman Prema Racing 36.43.833
4 J Hughes HWA Racelab 36.46.089
5 T Pourchaire ART Grand Prix 36.47.019
6 R Boschung Campos Racing 36.50.189
7 C Lundgaard ART Grand Prix 36.50.864
8 R Verschoor MP Motorsport 36.51.367
9 O Piastri Prema Racing 36.52.116
10 L Zendeli MP Motorsport 36.54.463
11 M Armstrong DAMS 36.55.374
12 J Daruvala Carlin 37.05.326
13 G Samaia Charouz 37.05.959
15 M Sato Trident 37.17.856
18 D Beckmann Campos Racing 37.34.866
16 R Nissany DAMS 37.47.660
19 E Fittpaldi Charouz 37.48.867
17 A Deledda HWA Racelab 38.10.534
R L Lawson Hitech Grand Prix 5 laps
R B Viscaal Trident 3 laps
NS G Zhou 0 lapsUNI-Virtuosi
NS F Drugovich UNI-Virtuosi 0 laps

F/Lap:   Pourchaire 1.50.669 190.232  km/h

conditions was highlighted when the 
UNI-Virtuosi duo of  Zhou and Felipe 
Drugovich both crashed during the 
formation laps. This was particularly 
costly for Zhou, who is battling Oscar 
Piastri for the Formula 2 title.

Ticktum was never seriously challenged 
but it was a precarious race as he was 
forced to judge conditions as he arrived 
in each corner, which was fraught with 
difficulty. He did a great job while Vips 
admitted to a number of mistakes 
although he also argued that even if he 
had caught Ticktum he would not have 
been able to pass. Everyone was well-
behaved early on before Bent Viscaal 
went on on the fifth lap, which caused 
a Virtual Safety car. Soon afterwards 
Lawson slowed after smacking a wall 
and so Shwartzman was able to run 
third. Piasti, who was running eighth 
made a mistake and ran wide and 
dropped three places. In the midfield 
Daruvala looked strong, passing 
Pourchaire and Ralph Boschung to run 
fifth. Ahead of this fight Jake Hughes 
battled Shwartzman for third, briefly 
getting ahead before the Russian took 
back the place. Piastri recovered to 
ninth while Daruvala blew his good 
showing with a late race that left him 
12th.



a lap later with Ticktum also pitting 
having scrambled ahead of Zhou just 
before the stop.

Lawson was left leading but the interest 
focussed on the midfield where 
Piastri was running ahead Pourchaire, 
Boschung, Daruvala and Shwartzman.

Piastri and Pourchaire soon caught the 

last of those who were still to stop, 
having to navigate past Nissany, Sato 
and Samaia, whle trading fastest laps.

Zhou joined in the fight for fastest lap as 
he tried to make up lost ground. When 
Lawson pitted Samaia was briefly in 
the lead but after a couple of corners 
Piastri was ahead and Pourchaire 

91

FEATURE                 RACE (28 laps)

1 O Piastri Prema Racing 53.20.402
2 T Pourchaire ART Grand Prix 53.22.330
3 J Daruvala Carlin 53.33.003
4 R Shwartzman Prema Racing 53.34.887
5 D Ticktum Carlin 53.38.460
6 G Zhou 53.42.579UNI-Virtuosi
7 L Lawson Hitech Grand Prix 53.50.998
8 R Verschoor MP Motorsport 53.53.853
9 C Lundgaard ART Grand Prix 53.58.177
10 D Beckmann Campos Racing 53.59.520
11 M Armstrong DAMS 54.04.226
12 E Fittipaldi Charouz 54.04.884
13 G Samaia Charouz 54.06.200
14 M Sato Trident 54.12.304
15 R Nissany DAMS 54.18.593
16 L Zendeli MP Motorsport 54.28.772
17 A Deledda HWA Racelab 54.45.355
18 J Hughes HWA Racelab 27 laps
R R Boschung Campos Racing 25 laps
R J Vips Hitech Grand Prix 6 laps
R B Viscaal Trident 0 laps

F/Lap:   Lawson 1.50.917 189.806  km/h

FORMULA 2 - RACE 2

OSCAR BRAVO
With the planned second race 
cancelled on Saturday, the Formula 2 
teams had to wait unil Sunday morning 
for the feature race. Drugovich had 
been declared unfit to race after his 
crash so he was missing from the grid.

At the start  Piastri made a great start 
and was well clear of  the pack by he first 
turn, with Daruvala being overtaken 
by Pourchaire and Boschung, with 
Shwartzman in fifth 

ahead of Hughes and Vips, while Zhou 
dopped back to eighth.

Soon afterwards Viscaal and Nissany 
had an incident which caused a Virtual 
Safety Car and then the race was on 
again with Piastri staying clear of the 
field, while Pourchaire was under 
attack from Boschung. Vips was the 
first of the major players to pit on lap 
six, but he stopped at the pit exit.

The next to stop were Daruvala, 
Hughes, Boschung and Shwartzman 
on lap seven, followed by Piastri on 
lap eight, which left Pourchaire in the 
lead with Zhou a distant second and 
Ticktum third. Pourchaire stopped 

followed, although he lost time behind 
the Brazilian.

Boschung was still third but increasingly 
under atatck from Daruvala. This fight 
came to a head on lap 22 when the 
Swiss driver had a big lock up and the 
Indian overtook him, leaving Boschung 
under attack from Shwartzman, 
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who took fourth a lap later. Ticktum 
and Zhou were closing in fast but 
Boschung’s race came to a smoky end, 
which allowed the pair to take fifth and 
sixth places with two laps to go. The 
result meant that Piastri increased his 
championship lead over Zhou to 36 
points, while Shwartzman is now just 

seven behind the Chinese driver, with 
Ticktum just six behind the Russian.

FORMULA 3 -  RACE 1

DENNIS WRAPS IT UP
With Formula 3 joining Formula 2 in 
Sochi, things were busy for the junior 
racers.

The Formula 3 field was largely the 
same as at Zandvoort but Charouz had 
replaced Enzo Fittipaldi with Anglo-
Spanish driver Ayrton Simmons.

The fastest time in qualifying went to 
Trident’s Jack Doohan with his team-
mate Clement Novalak second and 
Jenzer’s Johnathan Hoggard a surprise 

    RACE  1 (20 laps)

1 L Sargeant Charouz 39.21.780
2 D Hauger Prema Racing 39.24.429
3 V Martins MP Motorsport 39.27.246
4 C Novalak Trident 39.28.377
5 C Collet MP Motorsport 39.29.204
6 L Colombo Campos Racing 39.35.412
7 A Leclerc Prema Racing 39.38.294
8 F Vesti ART Grand Prix 39.41.369
9 J M Correa ART Grand Prix 39.41.918
10 A Iwasa Hitech Grand Prix 39.46.671
11 J Crawford Hitech Grand Prix 39.47.267
12 J Hoggard Jenzer Motorsport 39.47.759
13 R Stanek Hitech Grand Prix 39.48.274
14 D Schumacher Trident 39.48.743
15 J Doohan Trident 39.49.130
16 M Nannini HWA Racelab 39.53.636
17 O Caldwell Prema Racing 39.54.785
18 J Edgar Carlin Buzz Racing 39.59.352
19 C Williams Jenzer Motorsport 40.00.057
20 R Villagomez HWA Racelab 40.02.146
21 A Cordeel Campos Racing 40.04.926
22 A Smolyar ART Grand Prix 40.13.812
23 K Frederick Carlin Buzz Racing 40.17.134
24 A Simmons Charouz 40.20.472
25 F Ugran Jenzer Motorsport 40.21.229
26 Z Chovanec Charouz 40.57.281
27 I Cohen Carlin Buzz Racing 19 laps
R T Van Der Helm MP Motorsport 14 laps
R L Toth Campos Racing 2 laps
R O Rasmussen HWA Racelab 1 lap

F/Lap:   Novalak 1.56.259 181.085  km/h
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finally getting the place, while Sargeant 
managed to hold off Hauger in the final 
laps. They crossed the line 0.6s apart 
but that was enough to guarantee the 
title for Hauger.

Further back Hoggard was 12th and 

third ahead of ART’s Frederik Vesti and 
Juan Manuel Correa.

The grid for the first race (the top 12 
qualifiers reversed) was Alpine Junior 
driver Victor Martins (MP Motorsport), 
who lined up ahead of Logan Sargeant 
(Charouz), Jak Crawford (Hitech), 
Dennis Hauger (Prema), Caio Collet 
(MP Motorsport) and Alexander 
Smolyar (ART).

Because of the busy schedule the 
first race was switched from Saturday 
morning to Friday night.

At the start Martins made a decnet 
start but on the run down to the first 
corner Sargeant was able to slipstream 
and took the lead with Crawford third 
and Hauger fourth. The order stayed 
the same early on with the big change 
being that Smolyar dropped away 
with a puncture. The danger man 
was obviously Hauger who soon took 
third from Crawford. He would soon 
be followed by Collet, while Hauger 
closed in on Martins and was soon 
up to second. Sargeant was 3.5 secs 
ahead by then. A Virtual Safety Car 
did not help him but when the action 
started again Hauger was closing in 
quickly. Martins was under attack from  
Collet and Novalak for third, the latter 

so should have started the second 
race from pole, ahead of Crawford 
(who had faded badly), Ayumu Iwasa 
(Hitech), Correa and Vesti. But the 
rains on Saturday were such that the 
second race never happened and the 
F3 drivers were not in action again until 

Sunday morning with grid being in the 
correct qualifying order
FORMULA 3 - RACE 2

A DRAMATIC FINALE
The Trident duo of Doohan and Novalak 
sat on the front row, with the team’s 
goal being to overhaul Prema to win 
the Teams’ Championship, by scoring 
31 points more than their rivals. It was 
a long shot but a 1-2 would bring 43 
points...

At the start Doohan managed to 
hold off Novalak’s challenge and the 
pair ran ahead of Hoggard and Vesti, 
while Collet tangled with Colombo 
and so Hauger moved up to sixth with 
Sargeant shadowing him. Hauger ran 
wide soon afterwards and fell behind 
the American.

Up front Novalak was pressuring 
Doohan, while Vesti attacked Hoggard 
for third, while Hauger had more 
dramas and fell behind Martins while 
fighting for eighth.

Vesti moved to third while Crawford 
managed to get ahead of Correa in 
the midfield fight for sixth and chased 
after Sargeant, who was tracking down 
Hoggard.
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second place on the penultimate lap. 
Prema was having a bad race and so 
Trident was still able to take the Teams’ 
title with Novalak third, although it was 
clear that Doohan’s behaviour was not 
appreciated by the team.

Further back Sargeant passed Hoggard 
and on the last lap Hoggard was 
overtaken by Crawford for fifth place.

In the championship the order 
remained unchanged with Hauger, 

Hauger then spun while fighting 
Rasmussen, which sent Martins off 
in avoidance which allowed Arthur 
Leclerc (Prema) to seventh.

Novalak was still pressing Doohan for 
the lead and challenged only to go 
wide as Doohan was not giving way. 
The two were holding each other up, 
which meant that Vesti was closing 
in and the team instructed Doohan 
- who was going to finish runner-up 

    RACE  2 (20 laps)

1 J Doohan Trident 39.00.001
2 F Vesti ART Grand Prix 39.03.112
3 C Novalak Trident 39.03.759
4 L Sargeant Charouz 39.07.446
6 J Crawford Hitech Grand Prix 39.09.696
5 J Hoggard Jenzer Motorsport 39.10.369
7 A Leclerc Prema Racing 39.15.282
8 V Martins MP Motorsport 39.18.861
9 A Iwasa Hitech Grand Prix 39.23.642
10 O Caldwell Prema Racing 39.25.739
9 J M Correa ART Grand Prix 39.26.856
19 C Williams Jenzer Motorsport 39.27.371
28 K Frederick Carlin Buzz Racing 39.36.228
18 J Edgar Carlin Buzz Racing 39.36.733
14 D Schumacher Trident 39.37.209
26 A Cordeel Campos Racing 39.37.584
16 M Nannini HWA Racelab 39.38.945
R T Van Der Helm MP Motorsport 39.43.184
30 F Ugran Jenzer Motorsport 39.53.000
20 Z Chovanec Charouz 39.58,272
29 A Simmons Charouz 39.58.636
R L Toth Campos Racing 40.02.131
27 A Smolyar ART Grand Prix 40.08.789
2 D Hauger Prema Racing 40.38.801
R O Rasmussen HWA Racelab 18 laps
13 R Stanek Hitech Grand Prix 18 laps
6 L Colombo Campos Racing 17 laps
29 I Cohen Carlin Buzz Racing 16 laps
20 R Villagomez HWA Racelab 9 laps
5 C Collet MP Motorsport 0 laps

F/Lap:   Hauger 1.55.855 181.716   km/h

come what may, to allow Novalak 
ahead and to protect him from Vesti. 
Doohan  held on for several more laps 
but then Novalak went through but 
he went slightly wide and Doohan 
immedatly fought back and retook the 
place, justifying his failure to follow 
team orders by arguing that Novalak’s 
mistake was not his problem. It was 
clear that the team was unimpressed.  
Vesti was able to get within DRS range 
soon afterwards and went through to 

Doohan and Novalak, while Trident 
managed to scrape ahead of Prema to 
win the Teams’ championship by just 
six points                           v



CHARACTER REFERENCE by Joe Saward

ANDREA STELLA

The city of Orvieto is to be found in 
Umbria, to the north of Rome. It is 
famous for a striking cathedral, a papal 
palace and its quaint fortified central 
area, and a network of tunnels below 
that enabled those inside to escape if 
it was required. It is also known for its 
crisp white wines.

When it comes to motor racing, the 
city boasts a famous hillclimb, on a 
road that climbs Monte Castellena, a 
neighbouring mountain, which dates 
back to 1966.

It is also the home town of McLaren’s 
director of performance Andrea Stella.

Now 50, Andrea’s interest in motor 
sport was sparked by the Orvieto-
Castellano hillclimb, although his 
passion in his youth was football, 
which he played with some success at 
local level, while studying at the city’s 
scientific high school. 

He moved on to Rome where he studied 
aerospace engineering at Università 
di Roma La Sapienza, culminating in a 
degree which featured a dissertation 
on  the wake dynamics of propellers, 
with his research carried out at the 
Centro Esperienze Idrodinamiche 
Marina Militare, the Italian naval 
research institute.

He stayed on to study for and obtain 
a PhD in mechanics, with a thesis on 
the fluid dynamics of flame during 
combustion. This expertise drew him 
to the attention of Scuderia Ferrari and 
he joined the Formula 1 team in 2000, 
initially working under Luigi Mazzola 
testing new engine concepts.

This led to a role as an motor engineer 
with Michael Schumacher, starting in 
2002 and continuing until 2006. When 
Michael left the team at the end of 
2006, Stella moved on to work with 
new Ferrari recruit Kimi Raikkonen and 

in 2009 he switched from engines to 
become the Finn’s race engineer, a role 
which he would continue from 2010 to 
2014 with Fernando Alonso.

When the Spaniard left Ferrari and did 
a deal to drive for McLaren, he asked 
Stella to join him with the British team, 
starting out as a race engineer in 2015 
and then becoming race operations 
manager in 2017 and a year later being 
appointed director of performance. 
In this role he oversees the activities 
of the race team and makes sure 
that the lessons learned at the race 
track are fed back into the design and 
engineering, while also dealing with 
the FIA with regard to all matters of a 
technical nature.

The early years at McLaren were 
not easy, because of the troubled 
relationship with Honda, but since 
then the team has moved forward...  as 
witnessed by its rcent win at Monza. v
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THE LAST LAP by David Tremayne

THOUGHTS ON THE ‘CONSTRICTORS’’ CHAMPIONSHIP

I don’t know about your computers 
(or fingers), but I’ve lost count of 
how many times I advertently type 
constrictors instead of constructors 
when mentioning F1’s oft-forgotten 
‘other championship.’ But that is 
sometimes rather apposite when you 
observe the way some of the bigger 
ones behave. Remember all the fuss 
from the big boys when Max Mosley 
persuaded Manor, Lotus (soon to 
become Caterham) and HRT to join in 
2009, or about Force India’s points in 
2018 when it became Racing Point? 
The others always try to grab whatever 
they can. These days it’s an ‘everyman 
for himself’ championship, with 
seriously big money available to the 
really successful.

This was all prompted when I recently 
did some work for the Russian 
organisers on publicity material they 
planned to use at this weekend’s 
Grand Prix. It was concerned with the 

car driven each year by each World 
Champion, but it set me thinking of the 
World Championship for Constructors, 
too. Not every manufacturer of the 
champion driver’s mount ends up 
being the constructors’ winner, which 
can cause confusion at times. And 
indeed it did with this little project.

Here’s an interesting little F1 factoid. 
Of around 130 teams which have made 
their own cars (give or take a couple 
depending how you define them), 
only 15 have ever won the F1 World 
Championship for Constructors.

It was introduced in 1958, eight years 
after the F1 World Championship for 
Drivers had been inaugurated, and that 
first one was won by Tony Vandervell’s 
British Vanwall team. Sadly, this 
breakthrough success in beating what 
the Guv’nor called “those bloody red 
cars” was overshadowed a little by the 
fact that Ferrari’s Mike Hawthorn was 

crowned World Champion driver on 
the strength of just one win and several 
strong podium places, compared to 
Vanwall’s Stirling Moss with four wins 
and his team-mate Tony Brooks with 
three, and a great deal by the death 
of their young partner Lewis Stuart-
Evans in the finale in Morocco. But it 
was nevertheless a remarkable and 
thoroughly deserved ytiumph after 
years of painstaking effort.

Of those 15, only nine have won more 
than once and, by coincidence, each of 
them have the distinction of winning 
back-to-back titles at some stage: 
Cooper in 1959/60 as engines moved 
rearwards; Brabham in the first two 
years of the 3-litre formula in 1966/67; 
Lotus with the beautiful 72 in 1972/73; 
Ferrari in the Lauda era of 1975/76; 
Williams in the Alan Jones years of 
1980/81; Ferrari again in the turbo 
era of 1982/83; McLaren with the 
TAG Porsche dominance of 1984/85; 
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Williams again with Honda power 
in 1986/87; McLaren with Honda in 
1988/89; Williams with Renault in 
1992/93; and again with the Regie 
in 1996/97; Renault with Fernando 
Alonso in 2005/06; Ferrari in the post-
Schumacher era of 2007/08; Red Bull 
with Sebastian Vettel in 2010/11; and 
Mercedes with Lewis Hamilton in 
2014/15.

Actually, Ferrari won three in a row 
between 1975-77; Williams ditto in 
1992-94; while McLaren did four on 
the bounce in 1988-91, as did Red Bull 
with two further years of success in 
the Vettel era. Ferrari did even better 
in the Schumacher years, winning six 
on the trot between 1999 and 2004, 
a feat unmatched until Mercedes won 
five times with Hamilton and once 
with Rosberg, between 2014 and 2019. 
Mercedes then moved ahead again in 
Imola last year when the dominant 1-2 
success for Lewis and Valtteri Bottas 
put the team in the unique position of 
winning a seventh consecutive crown.

Of course, Mercedes has been winning 
Grands Prix for a very long time, 
starting in the pre-World War One 
years and continuing after hostilities 
were over. It entered the official F1 

series in 1954 with the innovative 
W196 2.5-litre cars, and dominated 
from their first appearance. Juan 
Manuel Fangio (above) won that year’s 
Driver’s World Championship, albeit 
also driving a Maserati before the 
Mercedes was ready, and again in 1955 
when Stirling Moss was his team-mate. 
That domination amounted to winning 
four of the eight grands prix in 1954, 
and five out of six in 1955.
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Mercedes engines won many races 
after the company had returned with 
Sauber in 1993, notably McLaren, but 
only one for its own works team in 2012, 
after it had returned as a pukka team 
rather than engine supplier in 2010 
after buying Brawn GP, and three more 
in 2013 when Lewis Hamilton joined 
Nico Rosberg, and a former Austrian 
Formula Ford racer called Torger ‘Toto’ 
Wolff came in as executive director.

But since the inauguration of the 
turbo-hybrid era in 2014, Mercedes’ 
domination has gone into reheat: 
it won 16 of the 19 races that year, 
followed by 16/19, 19/21, 12/20, 
11/21/, 15/21 and 13/17 in successive 
seasons. That’s 102 victories. So far 
this year it has won another four of the 
14 races prior to this one, which makes 
106, though it remains to be seen 
whether it can make it eight in a row in 
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of a target of seven championships. 
At the start of 2014 we told the senior 
leadership at Mercedes that we had 
put a target on the wall to win a World 
Championship for Drivers and a World 
Championship for Constructors. But 
Aldo Costa said that wasn’t ambitious 
enough, we should aim for multiples. 
We said that would be unrealistic, but 

Allsopp, Richard Stevens and Pierre 
Godof, have all been able to move 
forward together without the internal 
polemics that have historically so 
often torn Ferrari, in particular, apart. 
Each individual has their own room to 
breathe, innovate, contribute, flourish 
– and inspire.

“When we started,” Wolff reveals, “you 
would have had to be mad ever to think 

the face of such strong opposition from 
Red Bull Honda.

So what’s been the secret behind 
Mercedes’ peerless engineering and 
management?

From the outset, Mercedes simply 
made a better power unit, an incredible 
jewel created by Briton Andy Cowell 
and his team in Brixworth. It wasn’t 
just more powerful but integrated its 
energy harvesting units better. And it 
splendidly and startlingly went on to 
break new ground by achieving more 
than 50% thermal efficiency. And the 
UK government thinks the internal 
combustion engine should be dead 
after 2030…

But it wasn’t just that, brilliant though 
it remains. Mercedes didn’t win these 
seven consecutive constructors’ titles 
on sheer grunt.

Wolff’s leadership is clear and inclusive 
and he encourages constructive 
criticism while demonstrating a 
unique knack of harmonising strong 
engineering egos so that super-
clever people such as James Allison; 
Mike Elliott; Aldo Costa; Geoff Willis 
and Paddy Lowe, plus Andy Cowell, 
Hywel Thomas, Markus Schafer, Adam 

thank God we did, because it reminds 
us always to keep pushing.”

He spoke, too, of the importance of 
camaraderie, and how he once asked 
Alain Prost whether he and Ayrton 
Senna were always transparent 
with each other during their time 
at McLaren, the way that Lewis and 
Valtteri are. That has been another 
cornerstone of Mercedes’ success. 



And Alain admitted that sometimes 
the drivers didn’t know if they had 
the support of the team because 
there were always various polemics. 
Interesting.

Of course, there has been plenty of 
blood, sweat, tears and frustration 
behind closed doors in Brackley. “But 
we never play politics inside the team,” 
Wolff insists. “Empowering people 
is most important to us. Ours is a fun 
place, but also a pushy place. We save 
the politics to play outside…”

It remains to be seen how the changes 
in aerodynamics regulations and the 
budget cap will affect the outcome of 
a gripping 2021 contest in which Red 
Bull more often than not seems to 
have the faster car, and though it never 
gets the same public attention as the 
Drivers’ title fight, the Constructors’ 
will continue to play a key role in F1 
competition. And, as you can read 
elsewhere in this issue, the University 
of Bolton’s drive to educate more 
engineers is one of several worthy 
initiatives in the country to keep up the 
supply of gifted souls for F1 roles.

The thing that really surprised me with 
the Russian job was when the subject of 
Ken Tyrrell’s Matra MS80 (right) came 

up. Of course, it was driven to both 
1969 World Championships by Jackie 
Stewart, and that was an immense 
achievement by the French company. 
But here’s perhaps the most significant 
fact in that success. Barring various 
Ferrari, that Matra was the only chassis 

that has won the Constructors’ title that 
was not designed and manufactured in 
the UK.

There was no way that Tony Vandervell 
could ever have foreseen what power 
and momentum would be added to 
the trail that he had blazed in the 

99

Championship’s inaugural season 
back in 1958. But I think you’ll agree, 
the percentage of British engineering 
success showcased by that Matra 
factoid is something of which this 
sceptred little isle should be immensely 
proud.                  v
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PARTING SHOT



THE NEXT GP+ WILL BE PUBLISHED
FROM TURKEY ON OCTOBER 10
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